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Anti~Semitism means hostility or prejudice
toward Jewish people. Before Adolf Hitler

rose to power in Germany, there was already anti-

Semitism in Europe. The term “anti-Semitism” dates

back to the 1870s, however, even in ancient times
there was a great deal of hostility toward ‘\
the Jewish people. They were banished

from their homeland many times by :
governments such as the Roman Empire,
which destroyed their Second Temple in 70
AD, forty years after the death of Christ.
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The history of the Holocaust is still unfolding in
the 21st century. Recently, banks in Switzerland

have acknowledged that they helped the Nazis against

the Jews.




dolf Hitler was born
A adult, he was a sol
during the first World War,
his hatred for the Jews. At 1
anti-Semites in the count
thought the Jewish peopl
for their country’s defeat
in 1918.




Hitler thought that Jewish

people were less than
human. He believed that the
“pure race” of Germans, who
were called the Aryan race,

were superior to other human

beings. He intended to use the

principles of evolution and
Darwinism to develop a race of
perfect human beings based on

the Aryan race.




Alherthei
became
German Woi

P plitical grot




itler and his group tried to take over Bavaria,
Ha section of Germany, in the incident called
the Beer Hall Putsch in 1923. The attempt failed
and Hitler was thrown into prison. While in
prison, he wrote the now-famous book “Mein
Rampf,” which means “My Struggle.” He made
a prediction that there would be a war in Europe

soon and that this war would mean “the end of

the Jewish people living in Germany.”
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HITLER CROSSES INTO AUSTRIA
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rom 1933 to 1939, Hitler went forward with his

evil plans. Everything he did revolved around
the need for “racial purity” for the Germans and
expansion so that their Aryan race could dominate
the Earth.

At the beginning, they began by
persecuting Communists as well as Social
Democrats. Their first concentration camp
was located at Dachau, near Munich, and
many of the prisoners that were shipped

there had Communist affiliations.
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By the summer of 1933, there were over 25,000

people imprisoned in “protective custody” in

the concentration camps of Germany. The Nazis

began to burn books that were written by ]f:s or

Communists in a show of their strength.
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JEWS GOING TO CONCENTRATION CAMP
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he Nazis burned down
Tthe Jewish synagogues
and smashed windows in
businesses that belonged
to Jews. Hundreds of Jewish

people were slain and many

thousands were imprisoned.
Fearing that it would get

worse, many Jewish people
escaped from Germany.
Those who stayed in the

country were living in fear.




SYNAGOGUE AT NUREMBERG
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JEWISH WOMEN AND CHILDREN SELECTED FOR
DEATH WALK TOWARD THE GAS CHAMBER




ﬂ[[@ - -I “AI- @MDKED JEWS GOING TO POLAND
1930:10:1941

Hitler’s soldiers marched in and conquered many
of the countries of Europe to expand the Nazi
Empire. Starting in 1941, Jewish people from all over

the continent in addition to thousands of gypsies
were shipped to the ghettoes of Poland.
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Hitler and his leaders began to discuss
a “final solution” to exterminating the
Jewish people. In the fall of 1941, every man,

woman, and child that was a Jew in a German

territory had to wear a yellow star. They were
open targets for torture and murder.




AUSCHWITZ CONCENTRATION CAMP

Thousands were shipped to the ghettoes in Poland as well
as to the cities in the Soviet Union where the Germans
had control. The Nazis had been experimenting with killing

huge numbers of people at the Auschwitz concentration

camp located near Krakov
pesticide to kill 500 prisor
Union. They placed a hug
to begin the Holocaust.
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t the end of 1941, the Nazis began to organize
mass transportation of Jewish people from
Poland’s ghettoes to the concentration camps. They
began with those they felt could not help them
with manual labor. The first gassings
started at Belzec in 1942. Other centers
for mass killing were set up at camps that
had been built in the occupied sections
of Poland.
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extermination: Chelmno,

and the largest and perhag

Auschwitz-Birkenau.
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The Nazis attempted to keep their crimes

secret, but the killings were so massive that it

was impossible. Eyewitnesses risked their lives to

ensure that the Allied Powers found out what was__

happening. However, for quite some time the Allied ; 5

leaders didn’t believe that such a large number of

people could be murdered.

At the Auschwitz camp alone, over 2 million

people were exterminated by gas and their bodies i/

were burned for disposal in giant crematoriums.

Thousands more died of disease or from starvation.
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itler hated the Jewish people and considered
them to be less than human. The Nazis felt that

their race, the Aryan race, was superior to other races.

They wanted to expand their race and exterminate
the Jews. Hitler and the other members of
the Nazi party killed over 6 million Jews
during World War II. This horrible tragedy

is called the Holocaust.
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