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INTRODUCTION

Of the 1650 four-year colleges included in Barron's Profiles of American Colleges, only 53 qualify for
consideration as Most Competitive, based on the standards of Barron's Selector Ratings. (One of the Most
Competitive institutions declined our invitation to be included in this book.) They have earned this distinction
based on their acceptance of only the best and the brightest students.

We have now turned to recent graduates of each of these institutions, and asked them to write an essay on what it's
really like on campus. We have requested them to comment specifically on those aspects of campus life that would
be of most concern to a college-bound student trying to decide which institutions should be sent applications. Two
contributors had not graduated at the time they wrote their essays, and some older graduates also contributed. All,
though, have closeties to their alma maters, and their essays reflect current circumstances.

Geographic locations of the colleges range from Californiato Florida and from Maine to Texas. Some are large,
others small. Most are private, but state universities are also represented. And all five of the service academies are
here.

In addition to the college essays, we have aso included some advice that will be helpful to the prospective college
applicantfrom first applications while still in high school to study habits after enrolling.

The Most Competitive chart beginning on page 725 shows at a glance how each of the fifty-two stack up against
one another in areas such as acceptance numbers, test scores, and other comparisons.

Thumbnail sketches of each of the fifty-two colleges that are profiled here are included, as are short bios of the
contributors. And finally, for quick geographic locating, the book concludes with an index by state.

It is our hope that these perceptive essays will be helpful in guiding the college-bound reader to intelligent choices
in the major decision-making area of college applications.

THE COLLEGE GUIDE STAFF
BARRON'S EDUCATIONAL SERIES, INC.
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THE MOST COMPETITIVE COLLEGES
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Amherst College

Ambsered College Photo

Amherst College 'ﬁ.R

Amherst, MA 01002-5000 Enrollment

(413) 542-2000 ___women: 755

Fax: (413) 542-2040 ___men: 852
Full-time

s\ E-mail: admissions@amherst.edu
rd \Web site: http://www.amherst.edu

Introducing Amherst

The Freshman Quad at Amherst, flanked by plain-faced brick dorms and the clock tower of Johnson Chapel, isthe
hub of this small college located in the Pioneer Valley. Whether those on its shady lawn are reading, playing
Frisbee, strumming guitars, throwing snowballs, walking to class, or trudging from the gym to the dining hall,
Amherst students appear to be experiencing the quintessential New England liberal arts education. However, to get
afuller picture
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of life at "The Fairest College," al visitors have to do is turn to see the churchless Stearns Steeple, the yellow
Campus Center, the tile-green string course of the computer center or the view of the Holyoke Range from
Memoria Hill (complete with its frequently ignored NO SLEDDING sign) and they'll see that Amherst provides
the excellent education it is known forand then some. An Amherst education is founded on the ideals of a liberal
arts curriculum and is layered in diversity of thought, expression, and character.

Amherst has a reputation as one of the country's best colleges academically. But
academics alone are not what makes so many people apply or why students who
are therelike it so much or why alumni still come back every year for
Homecoming. It's the balance of academics and the social aspects; it's the people
you meet and the conversations you have.

Amherst provides its students with a solid education in all disciplines, but its strength and energy comes from its
liberal arts philosophyan Amherst student learns how to listen, think, analyze, and question. An Amherst student
learns not only how to formulate ideas, but how to express and defend them. An Amherst education does not end
in the classroom; students learn as much from the background and diversity of their classmates as they do from
their top-notch professors.

Ambherst, with an enrollment of approximately 1,600, is small. Everyone, eventually, knows everyone else. This
familiarity truly makes Amherst not just an academic institution, but a community. Not only do students form close
friendships with each other, but professors, coaches, administration, and staff take an active interest in students. It
is not unusual to see someone from the Dean's Office rooting on the sideline of a field hockey game. It is not
uncommon to hear a cafeteria employee inquire about a student's latest all-nighter. It is not strange for a student to
drop into the Office of the Dean of Students to chat or to have dinner at a professor's house. Amherst students don't
just attend class and head straight for the library; they live, work, and play at Amherst, and it quickly becomes
their second home.

Amherst is not perfect. Occasionally, an Amherst student, like anyone else anywhere else, will have a bad day (or
two). The college has both formal and informal support systems. The Dean of Students Office, the Counseling
Center, peer and disciplinary advocates, and the resident counsel ors, coaches, professors, and friends form a
network to help students in many different ways at many different levels.
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Amherst students are aware of the college's imperfections, but the difference between Amherst and other academic
ingtitutions is that Amherst students do not just sit and grumbleAmherst students take action and Amherst
administrators listen. The college paper sometimes seems entirely made of Op-Ed letters. Students often meet with
Dean of Students Ben Lieber or other administrators including President Gerety, and represent student opinion on
committees. In the past few years student concerns over the disciplinary system resulted in the formation of the
disciplinary advocates, students observations of first-year housing produced the reorganization of freshman
dormitories, and student debate over the role of athletics at Amherst prompted the organization of forums and
panels. Asin many other instances, these changes and actions were rooted in student opinion and executed by their
peers. Amherst is a community, and its students recognize their responsibility toward making it their own.

You first realize it when you go home for vacation that first time. You begin
thinking about Amherst differentlyit's not just your school, it's your space, it's
where you are starting to build your own life. When you first catch a glimpse of
the campus on your way back from break, you feel in some way as if you are
returning home.

The Amherst experience is different for every individual and every class, but in each case it is a solid education,
made rich by its emphasis on thought and expression and made deep by the people who compose the "College on
the Hill."

Admissions Requirements

Recently, Amherst received 5,210 applications for roughly 434 spots, making it one of the most competitive liberal
arts colleges in America. While academic achievement is the most important factor for admission, it is not the only
one. Nor isthere any set formulaAmherst staffers do not sit around plugging your test scores, extracurriculars, or
class rank into a computer to determine a winning applicant. Instead, they read through each application looking at
the whole profile.

Of course there are some general requirements. the SAT | or ACT, three SAT Il: Subject
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tests (preferably the writing test), a high school diploma, or GED. There are aso some recommendations: four
years of English, math through pre-calculus, three or four years of a foreign language, two years of history and
social science, at least two years of natural science (including a laboratory science).

Amherst staffers read each application contextually. Realizing that students bring to the table different
backgrounds and experiences, and that each student has been presented with various opportunities that others
haven't, Amherst admissions officers look at how students made use of where they were and what they were
offered. Amherst seeks multifaceted students who will not only give their intellects, energies, and talents to the
school, but who will also gain the most from the Amherst education and experience. Many of those who work in
the Admissions Office are Amherst grads themselves; they know what being an Amherst student is like, and thus,
know what kind of applicant is best suited for the school.

Admissions staffers warn that when filling out your application, elaborate strategizing is a waste of time. Instead,
they say, spend the time figuring out if Amherst is the best school for you. If the answer is yes, then use your
application to express your many dimensions as a student and as a person.

Academic Life

Amherst has no core curriculum, giving students the freedom to construct their own course of study. Although
there are requirements in each major, the only general required course is the First-Y ear Seminar, an
interdisciplinary course taken by all freshmen in their first semester. The lack of a core followsin the true liberal
arts philosophy of the school. Students can take classes in a wide range of disciplines: an art history major can take
a physics class, a premedical student can major in English, a psychology major double in music. So while the bulk
of a student's studies may be in one subject, he or she has the luxury of being able to dabble in another discipline,
often stumbling across a passion for art, science, philosophy, or language that they wouldn't have otherwise
discovered.

Even as a psychology and economics double major, | was able to take a variety
of classes from The Social Organization of Law to Autobiographies of Women to
The Catastrophe of Cancer and AIDS. It was the lack of core classes that
allowed me to experience the true meaning of a liberal arts education.
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Amherst students work hard. Classes are demanding. There are long hours spent in the libraries and computer
center. Amherst students are always writingin every discipline. Yet, for the most part, students are engaged in their
work. While not every class and every professor is well loved by every student, there are many that are. Class
discussions are not restricted to the classroom, but are carried back to the dorms and dining hall.

Don't get me wrong, | learned a tremendous amount from my classes and my
professors, but it was the conversations in the hallways or dorms or around a
Valentine lunch table that taught me how to really listen and how to be confident
in speaking my own mind.

While Amherst is an extremely competitive environment, it is not cutthroat. Though it varies from department to
department, students often work in study groups and are usually willing to help each other. The first few weeks can
be intimidating to the freshman who, used to being at the top of the class in high school, realizes that he or sheis
now with the 400 other top students, but after a while Amherst's collaborative atmosphere dispels these worries.

Professors

Professors, for the most part, are not out to get you. They have office hours and expect students to make use of
them whether they are having trouble with the class or not. Classes are small enough so that professors get to know
each student personally. The class size very often makes it impossible to hide; students are expected to participate
in class discussion.

It's very hard to fail out of Amherstprofessors want you to do well and are
willing to help point you in the right direction. They expect you to work hard,
buy they also expect you to speak up when you don't under stand something.
Surrounding Colleges

If, after a while, the classes at Amherst don't hold that same thrill, or if you're looking for a change of scene, make
use of the surrounding four colleges. Smith's art department,
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museum, and library draw Amherst students to its Northampton campus. The other all women's school in the
valley, Mount Holyoke, also offers various classes not offered at Amherst. Looking for an experience in aternative
education? Try taking a class at Hampshire College down the road. Or maybe you'd like to see what a large
university has to offer, if so, take a class at UMass. Still looking for something new and different? Almost half the
junior class spends a semester or two abroad or takes advantage of the Twelve-College exchange program.

Amherst veterans advise making use of office hours and the Writing Center. And don't be afraid to use the
add/drop period at the start of each semesterthere's no sense wasting a class on a blah professor or boring subject
when Amherst has so many other incredible ones.

The Amherst academic program is a rigorous but rewarding one. At its cornerstone is the exchange of ideas
between students and professors of various backgrounds and disciplines.

Social Life and Activities
At Amherst, we work hard and we play hard.

Just as Amherst students dedicate themselves to their studies, they dedicate themselves to their playtime. The
biweekly event of Amherst legend and lore, Tap, still takes place on Thursday and Saturday nights. A school -
sponsored party, Tap features a DJ or band and keg for those who are over twenty-one in the Taproom. Theme taps
have become increasingly popular in recent years. Madonna Tap, Jackson Tap, Prince Tap, to name a few. But for
those of you who think that Amherst social life is limited to biweekly theme nights, think again. Parties not
sponsored by the school, but by students, often kick off the evening. At Amherst, parties are usually open to
everyone and they are usually free. While parties are usually the focus of many an evening, Amherst and its
surroundings provide much entertainment.

The recently revamped Social Council has been working hard to plan all campus events. There's bound to be a
concert (most likely a cappella) or play either on campus or in the surrounding valley. And if you're not watching
something, chances are you're helping to run it. Between the publications, singing groups, volunteer organizations,
clubs, and athletics, Amherst students are always involved with something.
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WHERE TO EAT IN AMHERST
Coffee Shops:

- The Black Sheep, Rao's Blue Moon Café,
Starbucks, Bonducci's

Non-Valentine Cheap Eats:

- Antonio's, Bueno y Sano, Subway, Nancy
Jane's

Dining Out:

- Judie's Bertucci's, Waker's Grill, PastaE
Basta, Panda East

Parents Weekend:

- Season's, Carmelinas, Pinocchio's
Ordering In:

- Sugar Jones

. DP Dough

- Pinocchio's

Northampton Restaurants:

- Spotelo's

- Eastside Girill

- Mullino's

- Harrell's Ice Cream

Worth the Trip:

- Atkins Farms

- The Whatley Diner

- The Book Mill

- The Yankee Candle Factory

Publications and Organizations

Stacked in the lobby of the dining hall, floating from round green table to round green table of the Campus Center,
or stuck into a backpack, Amherst publications abound. Besides the weekly newspaper, The Sudent, The Indicator,
Prism, and Capitol Pages keep the flow of debate and opinion alive. The Amherst Review, Madness This?, and A
Further Room round out the literary magazines.

Amherst has been called the "Singing College," and with good reason. Not only does the school have five a
cappella groups, but men's and women's choruses, as well as many instrumental ensembles. There are also tons of



clubsto join including Hillel, the Newman Club, Christian Fellowship, the Hawaii Club, the Debating Club,
WAMH Radio, and others, not to mention the many organizations that are active around campus. The Women's
Center, Outreach, LBTGA, BSU, LaCausa, ASA, ISA, Women in Science.

Athletics

Amherst is an athletic college. While not everybody is a member of a varsity team, most Lord and Lady Jeffs take
part in some athletic pasttime, whether it be a workout in the gym or a walk through the beautiful bird sanctuary.
Amherst may be small, but its teams are mighty, regularly making it to the ECAC, NESCAC, and NCAA
tournaments. Not only does Amherst offer a strong varsity program, but it also offers club and intramural teams as
well. The women's and men's rugby clubs are among the best in the Northeast. Other club teams are the ski team,
men's volleyball, water polo, tai kwan do, and Ultimate Frisbee.

Students also participate in school activities on other levels. Many students serve in the student government, others
sit on committees, while others act as liaisons between the administration and students. The peer advocates,
disciplinary advocates, and resident counselors play an active role in student life. Indeed, central to the character of
Amherst socia life isthe residential aspect of the school. Students get to know each other well through common
classes, interests, and living situations. And often how you know someone will overlap. Y our
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next-door neighbor can be in your chem lab, your teammate can also be a member of your magazine staff, your
RC may be in your English class. Amherst students get to know each other on many levels in many environments.

Sometimes the stupidest things will bring a floor or building together, like trying
to fit an oversized couch through a door or having an impromptu study break or
water fight. Then, when we really need to help each other out with the serious
stuff, the bonds are already there.

WHERE TO DRINK IN AMHERST
- Charlie's Tavern

- Rafters

- The Pub

- The Alehouse

- Amherst Brew-Pub

- Walker's Grill

There is always something to do at Amherst, whether it be a keg party or a theme party, a night at a concert or a
play, or an evening spent at the movies or in a coffee shop. Amherst students spend time working and playing
together, social interactions that help to build friendships that last well past graduation.

Financial Aid

Amherst makes its need-blind admission policy a priority. Indeed, a current campaign aims to raise $35 million
toward continuing need-blind admission. Those in the Development Office estimate that Amherst ranks among a
dozen or so ingtitutions that admit students without regard to financial need, and, more important, maintain the aid
for al four years. Currently, thirty-five percent of students in the freshman class receive financial aid; the average
amount offered is $15,511. There are plenty of jobs available on campus even if you aren't in a work-study
program. Although many jobs are posted, many are obtained from word of mouth. Students work in Vaentine and
the library, as well as in the campus center and administrative offices, physical plant, and custodia shop. Not only
do students earn spending money, but they are given the chance to get to know the staff of the college as well as
the ins and outs of the running of the school.
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Graduates

| never really understood how strong the ties to Amherst were until 1 went to my
first Homecoming as a graduate. | was surprised and thrilled at how genuinely
happy | was to see everyone again. There's always a big turnout for
Homecoming, and now | know whyas corny as it sounds, it really is like coming
home.

PROMINENT GRADS

- Henry Ward Beecher, 1834, Preacher, writer,
and thinker

- Melville Dewey, 1884, Inventor of the Dewey
Decima System

- Calvin Coolidge, 1885, President of the United
States

- Clarence Birdseye, '10, Inventor of Frozen
Foods

- Burgess Meredith, '31, Actor/Director

- Lloyd Conover, '45, Inventor of Tetracycline
- Stansfield Turner, '45, Director of CIA

- William Webster, '45, Director of FBI

- Thomas Eagleton, '50, U.S. Senator

- Scott Turow, 70, Author

- Albert A. Grimaldi, '81, Prince of Monaco

- Archibald MacL eish, Poet

Amherst graduates are an interesting bunch. They can be found in many professions in many parts of the globe.
Y ou read their names in newspapers, you randomly run into them in restaurants, you meet them at Homecoming.
Amherst grads all seem to have taken their education and run with it, though not in the same direction.

Amherst does have a strong on-campus recruiting program for banking, consulting, and other careers, as well as a
strong network in the nonprofit, education, and publishing fields. Amherst grads find what they are looking
formany are gainfully employed, many are in graduate school, many are pursuing fellowships and grants. Whatever
they are doing, Amherst grads are not sitting still; they are active and energetic, armed with their Amherst
education and their enthusiasm for learning at all levels.

The Amherst alumni are deeply connected to the school, contributing to its strong professional network as well as
in the school's large endowment. About two-thirds of Amherst grads give to the school, the highest percent
nationally. And when asked in a recent survey if they'd do it all over again, approximately ninety-two percent said
they'd choose Amherst again.

The Amherst experience is one that is taken with you past graduation and built upon; the school, for many, is the
bedrock of graduates professional skills and personal outlooks.
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| did not realize how extensive the Amherst network really was until my senior
year. Whether it be chatting on the sidelines of a football game or in the corner
office of a New York City firm, | was amazed at the amount of time Amherst
alums spent answering questions and offering advice to students on future career
choices.

Summing Up

Ambherst, with an enrollment of about 1,600, is a small school. Students, faculty, and staff get to know each other
well in many different arenas and in many different capacities, making the school, not just an academic institution,
but a community. You'd have to look far and wide to find a school that would match Amherst's academic record,
commitment to a liberal arts philosophy, and diversity of students and faculty. It'd be difficult to find a group of
more enthusiastic and intellectually curious students, more caring and supportive faculty and administration, and
more loyal and generous alumni.

Amherst admission officers do not look for perfect students; instead, they look for those who will gain the most
from an Amherst education while at the same time, contributing to the experiences of others. Amherst students
learn from this diversity of thought and background just as they learn from their challenging classes. They learn
from the shared experience of freshman-year anxieties, from the conversation at the lunch table or during a
professor's office hours, from a tough loss on the playing field or from an exhilarating victory. They learn from the
common experience of getting a paper back loaded with criticism, or spending the wee hours of the morning in the
computer center, or even spending al night at a party. They learn from discussions with graduates, lectures from
experts and authorities, talks with the building and grounds crew.

And while al this learning is going on, Amherst students are having fun, taking each opportunity that comes along.
Amherst students know when and how to work hard, but they also know when and how to take the time to play.

When Amherst students graduate, they do not graduate as perfect people. They may be better versed in many
different disciplines; they may have discovered a passion for art, or a love of economics; they may have questioned
and challenged and reenforced their
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beliefs; they may have found their voices. What they have learned at Amherst will be used everydayhow to
communicate, to think, to question. They will be able to contribute their Amherst-honed talents while knowing
how to experience all the world has to offer.

Molly Lyons, B.A.
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Bates College

E‘h-:d.o tr,r Phy]l.u- ﬂrabur .Tnuuun

Bates College 2
Lewiston, ME 04240 ﬁR Enrollment
@ (207) 786-6000 _ women: 851
<! Fax: (207) 786-6025 ___men: 760
Full-time

st E-mail: admissions@bates.edu
s Web site: http://www.bates.edu

Introducing Bates

Choosing the right college or university is often thought of as a difficult task. One obvious reason for this
perception is that many college applicants are preoccupied with the academic, social, and athletic rigors of their
senior year in high school. Deeper examination may reveal that the student is struggling with the important task of
discovering exactly who they are. The successful choosing of the right college, in fact, involves a recognition and
understanding of the true identity of an individual. It is also a reflection of what he or she wishes to become.
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My college selection process was probably very similar to many other
prospective students of the small liberal arts colleges in New England. | had
interviews at many top schools and had a chance to walk around several
campuses with students. My visit to Bates was definitely different than the others.
From the beginning, the people at Bates made me feel very welcome and
important. After my interview and tour | wandered into the science building to
see the biology facilities (I was pretty sure | wanted to be a bio major). Walking
down a hall with my family, we happened by an open door where a student was
doing research. This student welcomed us into his lab and proceeded to tell us
what he was doing and asked if we had any questions about Bates. | remember
vividly this student's willingness to help me find the biology labs, but more
importantly, what | took away from this conversation was the student's genuine
interest and warmth. | also met with the lacrosse coach, and even though | was
not a recruit and had just met him, he talked with me and my parents for over an
hour, took us to lunch in the dining hall, and even walked us to our car. Of all
the top schools | had visited, Bates was the one that felt right. With so many fine
academic colleges to choose from, | went with a gut feeling that Bates was the
best for me. | applied early and never looked back.

Bates College is a small liberal arts college located in Lewiston, Maine. The school is known for its excellent
academics, internationally distinguished debate team, competitive athletics, and its history. The college was
founded in 1855, as the college course catalog states, "by people who felt strongly about human freedom and civil
rights. Bates is among the oldest coeducational colleges in the nation, and from its beginning the college admitted
students without regard to race, religion, national origin or sex."

From its creation, the college has never had fraternities and sororities. College activities are open to al its students.
These long-held values of Bates pervade every aspect of the college, and are what makesit unique. Walk on the
campus and talk to the students, the faculty, and the staff . . . talk to the people who make up what Bates is today.
In these conversations, the values and ideals upon which the school was founded become obvious. Thereisa
warmth in the interaction, a "friendliness’ that over the years remains a characteristic of the typical Batesie.

| asked a friend about his college selection process, and his response often echoes what other students say of Bates:
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| loved Bates from the first time | set foot on the campus. There is something
about the college, the fedl of the quad, the people who inhabit this place, that
makes Bates so invitingthat makes Bates "friendly." In the summer before my
senior year of high school, | visited about fifteen schoolsin several different
regions of the country. In pursuit of a good education, and following my heart, |
decided to apply early decision. I liked the obvious reasons for wanting to attend
Bates, which were advertised in the viewbook, but | also liked the excellent
facilities, the small size that allows one to get to know a lot of different people
well, and also gives everyone the opportunity to make a difference. | also liked
the cohesiveness of Bates, which can be seen in the absence of fraternities and
sororitiesthus helping to remove social barriersand in the committed and
accessible faculty.

Bates has much to offer its students. In addition to its human resources of faculty and staff, Bates continues to be
committed to providing the latest equipment and finest facilities for its students. A new academic building is under
construction and will be finished in 1999. This five-story building will be the new home of the social science
departments with classrooms, offices, and an atrium overlooking Lake Andrews or, as the students call it, "the
puddle.”

The Bates-Morse Mountain Conservation Area is 574 acres of salt marsh and rocky forested terrain adjacent to one
of the last undisturbed barrier beaches where Bates students and faculty can study geology, botany, and zoology. In
addition, the college owns eighty acres of freshwater habitat just north of the conservation area.

From electron microscopes to the Olin Arts Center, from the Davis Fitness Center to having the entire campus
hooked up to a computer network and being Internet ready, Bates provides an environment in which students enjoy
the benefits of attending a large university, while getting the personal educational experience of a small college.

Admissions Requirements

Bates continues to be highly selective in its admissions process. Currently listed as one of the nation's Most
Competitive colleges by Barron's Profiles of American Colleges, and sim-
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ilarly ranked by other major college review publications, the school's reputation for academic excellence draws
highly motivated and talented students from all over the country and around the world. One big difference between
Bates and most top schools s that, in its admissions process, standardized test scores are not required. Although
most students do submit these scores and do very well, Bates recognizes that these tests are not always a true
indicator of aptitude and future achievement. Admissions readers are more interested in the entire high school
record. In addition to grades, evidence of a student taking challenging courses, the essays that are required with the
application, extracurricular activities and interests, and recommendations by teachers and other school officials, are
all carefully inspected by admissions personnel.

Bates, throughout its history, has recognized that diversity in its student body is a crucial requirement for an
educational environment. Bates was coeducational before being coed was popular. Bates also makes great efforts to
attract students from diverse cultures and backgrounds.

Interviews

An on-campus visit and interview are strongly encouraged. If thisis not possible, in most cases an alumni
interview can be scheduled. An interview is the opportunity for an applicant to link a personality with an
application in the mind of an admissions reader. Often, this impression on an interviewer makes a difference in
deciding on many applicants who have similar credentials.

Early Decision and Other Admissions Plans

Although not for everyone, the Early Decision admission plan is one way to separate yourself from other
applicants. By applying Early Decision, prospective students declare that Bates is their first choice and, if accepted,
they will withdraw all other college applications. When looking at it from an admissions point of view, they want
students who know that they love Bates and have decided that this is the school that they want to attend. It isthis
type of applicant who will most likely get involved and improve the educational experience for others. In recent
years, as many as thirty percent of the entering class was admitted through Early Decision.

Many applicants are not willing or able to decide early, of course. In addition to the regular admissions process,
other possibilities include: Deferred Admission, January Admission, Transfer Admission, and the option to attend
Bates as a visiting student.
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Academic Life

If you get the chance to drive up the Maine Turnpike and stop into Bates for a visit, you would notice that the
academic buildings in which students attend classes are very close to each other around the tree-filled quad. A
short walk through some of these buildings, such as Carnegie Science, or Hathorn Hall, would give a visitor a
realistic impression of the academia of Bates.

Although Bates is one of the most competitive colleges in admissions, thereis an obvious lack of student
competition. Students have a collaborative work ethic and competition within themselves. They are self-motivated
and, at times, the library becomes more familiar than one's room. Perhaps the best perspective on the academic
environment of Bates could be seen in the copy room of the library during the week of final exams. Large groups
of students meet and help each other grasp concepts and challenge each other in a process that polishes each
participant's understanding of the subject matter. Even in the premed classes, such as Organic Chemistry, students
are more supportive than competitive with each other.

Faculty

At Bates, students do not feel a sense of pressure, although throughout the campus one senses their willingness to
work very hard. The Bates faculty makes the campus and the student body part of its life. Although time in the
classroom makes up the majority of the time in which students interact with their professors, it is certainly not the
only time. The Bates faculty is a central part of one's Bates experience inside and outside the classroom. Whether it
is a departmental barbecue outside one of the residence halls, an alcampus barbecue during the fall or the spring,
or even at the President's Gala, the faculty interacts with students and makes connections that enrich the
educational experience. All professors have office hours, which alow a student to meet one-on-one, but they will
also make appointments with a student outside of these hours, if hecessary. Most professors stay well after class to
talk with students and explain any difficult materia of that day's lecture, and give their home phone numbers out
on the first day of class. Although at first this can be an intimidating way to get help, after a short time one comes
to realize that members of the Bates faculty are happy to be available. They never leave the "teacher” rolein their
office; rather, they are teachers who are more than eager to aid a student who shows a willingness to learn.
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In one of the first days of my Russian literature class, Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky, |
realized that | was the only science major in the class. | found myself frustrated
in the first few weeks because the professor turned the class over to the students
for discussion of the stories instead of lecturing and telling us what the author
meant. As the semester progressed, however, | came to value each student's
opinion and realized that the process of thinking about what the passages meant
to me, and to otherswho had read it, was as educational as the memorizing of
facts that | was used to.

Courses

The Bates academic year follows a 4-4-1 calendar. Students take four courses (the normal course load) during the
fall and winter semesters, and for at least two of the four years take a five-week-long intensive course during the
spring. This session, called Short Term, allows professors to have more freedom and creativity in designing each
course and in many cases allows the class to leave the campus to study a subject by touching it and seeing it rather
than just reading about it. Short Term courses allow geologists to study geologic history from inside a kayak in the
intercoastal waterways of Maine; biologists study evolution by learning about the finches of the Galapagos Islands,
as Darwin did from the Beagle.

Degrees

Bachelor's degrees are fulfilled after completion of thirty-two courses and two Short Term units. A degree can be
conferred after three years. This accelerated program requires completion of thirty courses and three Short Term
units.

General Education Requirements

To ensure that the graduating student has had exposure to a wide variety of arts and sciences, the college has
established several general education requirements. These requirements are what ensures the student a liberal arts
education. Students are required to take:

at least three courses from the curriculum in biology, chemistry, geology, or physics and astronomy
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at least three courses from the curriculum in anthropology, economics, political science, psychology, or sociology
at least one course or unit in which the understanding and use of quantitative techniques are emphasized

at least five courses from the curriculum of three of the following fields: art, English, foreign languages and
literatures, music, philosophy, religion, theater, rhetoric, and history. Three of the five courses must have a
common theme and fit together in what is called a "cluster.”

Although some may balk at the sight of such alist, very few of the students at Bates have negative opinions about
the courses that these requirements led them to take. They often are remembered as some of the best courses they
have taken.

Bates provides an environment that allows a student to achieve. | remember
coming into my first year having little confidence about my writing ability. After
one of the first writing assignments, my professor suggested that | make an
appointment at the writing workshop. That experience was invaluable. We talked
about my ideas and how | could change my paper to more clearly convey them.
Theinstructor offered to read a second draft that afternoon. | returned a number
of times during all of my four years. The assistance | received not only helped me
get better grades in that class, but also gave me the organization and confidence
to succeed in writing throughout my college career.

Social Life and Activities
Soorts

While students are conscientious about their work, there are very few who don't have several extracurricular
activities keeping them busy. Bates supports twenty-eight varsity teams and seventeen club sports teams. For many
students, athletics are a very important part of the Bates education. More than half of the current student population
participated in varsity and club sports. Bates' athletic teams compete in the New England Small College Athletic
Conference (NESCAC). Without a doubt, the most intense rivalries are between Bates and Bowdoin and Colby,
referred to as the BBC. One of the goals of every team is to become champs of this "mini-conference" for bragging
rights of Maine.
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In addition to these intercollegiate programs, Bates students can be found playing intramural sports all year long.
Intramural sports are coed and include soccer, ice hockey, basketball, and softball. Intramurals are open to students
of al abilities and are a great way to get away from the books for an hour. Although Bates athletics are
competitive and successful, student athletes are constantly reminded that they are students first. Participation in
athletics provides the student with a classroom in which the subject is character, leadership, tenacity, and
teamwork. At Bates, academics and athletics are not separate entities, but are considered to be complementary to
one another in a student's education and intellectual growth.

Clubg/Activity Groups

Bates also supports sixty-seven activity groups on campus, including art, chess, choir, dance, drama, gay-lesbian-
bisexual alliance, international, jazz band, newspaper, orchestra, political, radio and TV, religious, social, and
student government. Students can also start a group if motivated. One example is the Bates Aviators Club, which
was recently started by a student who came to Bates already experienced in piloting. Activity groups are entirely
student-run and provide students with opportunities to grow in interests outside of the classroom. In al facets of
the college, Bates encourages its students to explore different areas and to take on new responsibilities.

One popular group is the Outing Club. Founded in 1920, the second oldest only to that of Dartmouth, the Outing
Club sponsors outdoor activities aimost every weekend and provides outdoor recreational equipment for students to
use. In arecent year the Outing Club celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary in what was called "Peak Day." In
one day, alumni, students, and staff joined to summit forty-five mountainsin Maine and New Hampshire,
including Mt. Washington and Katahdin.

Social Life

The social life at Batesis definitely "alive." Social activities are primarily on campus due to the fact that ninety-one
percent of al students live on campus. Students can take study breaks at the Den or meet with classmates at the
Ronj, an entirely student-run coffeehouse where students perform music and read poetry. Some like to play pool or
Ping-Pong in Chase Hall. During the weekend, campus-wide parties, film club movies, and dance and theater
productions give the students almost too many choices.

Bates activities and social events are open to all students. Thisis not only an administrative policy, but something
that Bates students support and enforce. There are no fraternities or sororities at Bates, and all college-sponsored
parties are open to anyone. Student groups
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sponsor parties every weekend and an occasional Wednesday night, and the college itself sponsors a number of
socia events. One of the biggest eventsis the annual President's Gala, to which the entire college community is
invited, where big band orchestras and jazz bands perform. The Chase Hall Committee, a student-run activities
group, does a great job of getting bigname bands to come and play on campus; past groups include The Mighty
Mighty Bosstones, Live, Blues Traveler, Dave Mathews Band, Ani Di Franco, Tribe Called Quest, and The Indigo
Girls.

Off-Campus Activities

Being in the metropolitan area of Lewiston-Auburn also provides students with a number of options. Several multi-
screen cinemas, shopping malls, and restaurants, accessible by student-run shuttle vans throughout the weekend,
give students an off-campus rel ease when needed. Add in the fact that the Maine coastline, Portland's Old Port, and
hiking and skiing are al less than an hour away, and one recognizes the opportunities students have to enrich their
Bates experience.

Alchohol

The socia scene at Bates in many ways revolves around alcohol, as at any other college. Recently, Bates has
attempted to ensure that state liquor laws are enforced at college-sponsored parties. On-campus parties that serve
alcohol employ outside caterers to effectively reduce underage drinking at Bates. On weekends the Den turnsinto a
pub that serves great food and, for students who are twenty-one, fine beer. This area has become more popular not
only for the cold ones, but also for the late night karaoke sessions. Off-campus bars are also a part of upperclass
social life, the most popular being The Blue Goose, the Cage, and O'Sheills. The Goose is well loved by Batesies,

if not for the low prices and great atmosphere, then for the foosball table. "Burgers and Beers' at the Cageis
another senior tradition on Wednesday nights. For O'Sheills, | need only say, "Disco party and karaoke nights."

Short Term

While this five-week session is a unique period of learning, it is also an opportunity for students to enjoy the spring
and socialize. For seniors, Short Term offers a last chance to live it up before they are forced into the real world.
Weekly barbecues on the quad, outdoor parties, intramural softball, picnics at nearby Range Pond or Popham Beach
state parks, and the annual Outing Club-sponsored clambakes, give students plenty of opportunities to
procrastinate.
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Financial Aid

Fortunately, getting into Bates is often harder than getting help to afford it. In recent years, more than half of all
first-year and continuing students received some form of financial aid. Although the Financial Aid Office has rules
and guidelinesto follow, it deals with families individually when putting together an aid package. In addition to aid
through scholarships, which are need-based, students can take out loans and have the opportunity to hold part-time
jobs on campus. Recently, average first-year packages, which include scholarships, loans, and work-study, totaled
almost $18,000. Even if a student does not qualify for need-based aid, student loans and part-time work are
available. Half of the student body works. On-campus jobs range from lifeguarding at the pool to driving the
shuttle vans to the nearby mall. In my experience, even more students could work if they wanted to; there are
aways jobs at the student employment office.

Each semester | worked between five to eight hours per week as part of the
work-study portion of my financial aid. During my first semester, | took a job
cleaning glassware for the biology department and another job monitoring the
entrance to one of the athletic facilities. | soon learned that there were some jobs
that required less attention than others. While the glassware job was easy and
offered a sometimes needed break from the books, the monitoring job demanded
much less attention and during those three hours a week | could read or study
while getting paid.

Other jobs have slow periods during which students can study. Thus, part-time work covers the weekly expenses
during a semester, and rarely encroaches on the time needed for coursework.

Leigh Campbell, Bates class of 1964, and the staff of the Financial Aid Office make it easy for the students to
focus on their education rather than its cost. A meeting in the Financial Aid Office reveals not only that they are
extremely knowledgeable and helpful, but that with all the worries of applying to Bates, getting financial aid won't
be one of them.
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Graduates

Mention Bates to older alumni, and there is a certain sparkle in their eyes when
they talk to you. Bates is a special place with so much proud history and such
bright promise. It has a special place in the hearts of its alumni, and being a
fellow Batesie connotes a special bond, a bond of values and morals, a bond of
shared memories of place and common interests that upon realization is priceless
to its graduates.

Talking to Bates alumni about their college experiences reveals that over the years Bates has stayed the same in
many ways. Even with the addition of modern dormitories and academic buildings, and of new majors and faculty,
the impressions and impacts made on students over the yearsmore importantly, the values and the character of the
students that the institution attractsare remarkably similar. When fellow Bates alumni meet, there is an obvious
passion and loyalty they feel toward the school. Perhaps the best physical example of this feeling isthe
commitment alumni show in the number of them who come back every fall for the Back to Bates weekend, the
number of admissions interviews that alumni conduct, or the number of graduates who stay and make Bates a part
of their life as well as a career.

PROMINENT GRADS

- Bryant Gumbel, '70, Television News
Personality

- Stacey Kabat, '85, Documentary
Filmmaker

- David Chokachi, '90, Television Actor

Bates alumni share a strong bond with one another, and the alumni network is similarly strong. From the regional
clubs that keep Bates grads in touch, to the alumni who volunteer their time to help a student or recent grad
explore their career, being a Batesie lasts well beyond commencement.
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In my fourth year, the lacrosse team went on a winter break trip to North
Carolina. After one of the two games that we played, we had a tailgate party with
Bates alumni who were living in the area. | remember standing with the recent
grads whom | knew and the alumni who brought their children to the game and
realizing that, as happy as we were to have the support, they were equally happy
to reconnect with Bates and talk to the students whether they were old friends or
not.

Perhaps the beauty of the liberal arts degree is the vast possibility that lies ahead of its recipient. Graduates leave
Bates on paths that lead all over the world, and use their education in all sorts of careers. Bates students are not
"trained" for jobs, but are rather educated in how to think and how to educate themselves. From breakthrough
research scientists to professional athletes, government officials to television personalities, musicians to founders of
the civil rights movement, Bates grads share a belief in hard work to achieve their goals, and a sense of mora
responsibility with which they enter the world.

For many, a Bates education is a motivating step to pursue further education. Bates students learn the liberal arts
and gain a moral responsibility, but they also gain a passion for the process of learning. Approximately two-thirds
of Bates graduates continue on to graduate school within five years of commencement. This high number reveas
the quality of the students that Bates admits, as well as the education and inspiration that the college provides.

Summing Up

The college selection process can be difficult, there are many fine ingtitutions. A person trying to make a decision
based on academic reputation and "numbers" would be hard-pressed to differentiate between many of the schools
in the "Most Competitive" category. Bates distinguishes itself with the characteristics many visitors cite: openness,
warmth, inclusiveness, and respect for the members of its community. Throughout its history, Bates has been a role
model for its peersin its policies and programs for students. From its beginning, Bates admitted students without
regard to race, gender, religion, or nationality. Today, its admissions policies (SAT scores optional), study abroad
programs, and service learning program are all examples of Bates values and leadership.
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Bates is an environment in which students can excel. The small size, great facilities, and committed faculty provide
students with resources on a par with large universities, yet support that can only be found in a small college.
Fellow students at Bates are equally supportive.

While some might say that Bates's location is a drawback, there are many positivesin being in Lewiston, Maine. In
fact, many Bates students cite Bates's location as a major reason for choosing the school. Although not located in a
major metropolitan area, Bates is urban enough so that students can easily get to many activities, stores, and
businesses. For many, the absence of a large city is a positive. Maine has much to offer in the areas of outdoor
activity and beautiful landscapes. Bates is within an easy drive of Portland, the coastline, and the ski slopes.

Another possible complaint about Bates is its small size. There are positives and drawbacks to both large and small
schools that must be considered in the selection process. Even though Bates is considered small, it is very unlikely
that a student could get to know everyone at the school and feel limited socially. On the contrary, the familiarity of
a small school in many ways allows students to make more friendships than at a larger school. Even so, many
Bates students study abroad or at some other college or university in the United States for at least a semester and
get to experience the big school scene. The small size at Bates is hardly viewed as a drawback academically. No
classes are taught by graduate students, and students find it very easy to build a relationship with their professor in
even the largest classes.

So come on up to Bates, and see for yourself. Talk to the students on the Quad and observe a class. After alittle
while, you might get that gut feeling too, and realize that the academic excellence, warmth, and egalitarian values
that can be seen in the Bates community are qualities reflected by you.

Christopher Byrne, B.S
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Boston College

Phito by Gary Gilhert

Boston College KR

Chestnut Hill, MA 02167 Enrollment

(617) 552-3100, (800) 360-2522 ___women: 4,775
Fax: (617) 552-0798 Full-time  __ men: 4,183

aY  E-mail: admissions@bc.edu
rd Web site: http://www.bc.edu

Introducing Boston College

The hallmark of Boston College isits Jesuit commitment to a diverse education. Boston College offers exceptional
academics and various extracurricular activities, however, the students' participation in community service projects
is often the most valuable element of the Boston College education. The college sponsors numerous community
assistance programs and encourages all students to become involved in these activities. For example, the course,
Pulse,
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combines classroom academics and volunteer work. Students participating in this program fulfill their requirements
in theology and philosophy while also volunteering ten to twelve hours a week in various projects. This program
was initiated at BC in 1970 and has continued to gain acceptance among students. Today, more than 300 students
per year enroll in this unique course.

The Boston College Campus School for the multiple-handicapped and developmentally disabled (ages preschool to
twenty-one) is a popular volunteer program.

My freshman year, | volunteered at the Campus School and worked with severely
disabled men and women. | helped students draw pictures, finger paint, and bake
desserts. It was a challenging but extremely rewarding experience. All of these
students were confined to wheelchairs and could not speak, but they became
animated when participating in the day's activities. Often, students squeals of
excitement filled the room.

Although | was a teacher's aide at the schooal, | often felt | was the student.
Soecifically, | was reminded to appreciate all that | had ignored around me, such
as the vivid colors of a Boston autumn and my campus walks from the dorms to
classes. My course at the Campus School was a life lesson that has proved
invaluable.

BC's dedication to community service projectsis a significant feature of the university. Approximately one-fourth
of BC's students volunteer their time to a variety of activities. Providing assistance to others is an integral aspect of
the Boston College Jesuit education and a characteristic that distinguishes BC from other universities.

Project Agora

In addition to sponsoring countless community service programs, BC offers significant communication resources
that allow students to further educate themselves outside of the classrooms. In 1995 BC initiated Project Agora, a
technology project that catapulted Boston College into the information age. Today, the university provides students
with Internet access from their residence halls as well as phone service and cable television. Students can access
the Internet and their e-mail accounts twenty-four hours a day. Boston
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College a'so enables students to research information in the school's library from their rooms. The convenience of
this system isincredible.

Each student also has an individual telephone number that remains constant throughout the student's four years at
BC. This eliminates frequent roommate quibbling about the use of the phone and the monthly bill. An
individualized voice mail system accompanies the phone service and remains active for six months after the
student's graduation. This ensures that the student will get messages from prospective employers who may be
trying to get in touch with the student or from friends who might not know where the student has relocated.

Another feature provided by BC is cable television. Students have access to over fifty channels, five of which are
designated for BC programming. The BC movie channel is extremely popular. The university chooses a variety of
movies that play on this channel each month.

My roommates and | often huddled under blankets on snowy evenings watching
the BC movie channel. | specifically remember one evening when we watched
Higher Learning, a movie depicting college students dealing with prejudice and
racism on campus. This film had a significant impact on us and we stayed up
until four in the morning discussing this and many other issues. | learned a great
deal about myself, my friends, and society that night.

Although Boston College has embraced the modern technology era, the campus maintains its gothic appearance.
Four gothic-style buildings, collectively known as the quad, stand in the center of the campus. These buildings
house classrooms, a cafeteria, and even an art museum, which displays international collections of artwork.
Sprawling grass lawns surround this spectacular architecture and serve as hangouts for students between classes.
Anchoring the campus is a reservoir where students can be spotted getting in their daily workout runs.

Location

The location of BC, six mileswest of Boston in the suburban town of Newton, is also ideal. Students enjoy the
beauty and safety of a suburban campus as well as accessto a major city. The green line of the Boston transit
system, better known as the "T," is located at the base of the campus and carries students into Boston within twenty
minutes.
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In addition, BC's medium size of approximately 9,000 undergraduates is advantageous. Boston College has the
intimate charm and community aspect of a smaller university while also providing programs such as Division One
sports teams often found at larger universities. This aesthetically pleasing campus coupled with a variety of
educational opportunities distinguishes BC from other universities around the country.

Admissions Requirements

The admissions process is comprised of two elements: application by the student and evaluation by the college.

Applying

Students must first submit their applications to Boston College. Consistent with the information age, BC accepts
applications on diskette, by the Internet, and through the mail. Students must also determine whether to apply to the
Early Action plan or regular admissions. BC accepts approximately thirty-five percent of students who apply early.
Applications are due October 15 and BC notifies Early Action students of acceptance before December 25.
Applying early has its benefits. Students who meet this deadline have completed their task and do not have to
worry about racing to submit the application before the final due date. Also the applications of those who are not
accepted through this process are deferred and reevaluated during the regular admissions process. In this way,
students have a second opportunity to gain acceptance. Applications for the regular admissions process are due
January 1 for enrollment in the fall semester, and November 1 for enrollment in the spring semester. BC informs
prospective students of acceptance between April 1 and April 15. BC also accepts applications from transfer
students. The deadline is May 1 for enrollment in the fall.

Evaluation of Candidates

Once BC has received applications, the Admissions Committee begins evaluating the candidates. The admissions
process at Boston College is extremely selective. It accepts just over one-third of the 16,500 applicants. In
evaluating the candidates, the Admissions Committee searches for those it believes will actively contribute to the
Boston College community; therefore, BC considers a number of factors in the admissions process.
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An individual's academic achievements are of considerable importance. BC looks favorably upon those students
who have enrolled in honors and advance placement courses. The Admissions Committee also examines SAT | or
ACT scores. The mgjority of BC students in a recent freshman class scored between 1210 and 1340 in combined
Verbal and Mathematics on SAT |. Extracurricular activities are another focus of the Admissions Committee's
attention. Boston College strives to admit those individuals who have exhibited exceptional leadership skills,
possess unique talents, or who have overcome obstacles to be successful. In addition, Boston College requires
applicants to submit an essay and complete one SAT Il: Subject test in each of the following areas: writing,
mathematics, and any third subject.

Academic Life
Faculty

Boston College has an outstanding academic reputation, due, in large part, to its prominent faculty. Ninety-five
percent of faculty members have achieved doctorates and all continuously conduct research in their respective areas
of interest. Students benefit from this greatly, as professors stimulate and encourage free thinking and class
participation. Often, course sessions are devoted to class discussions where students share their own theories,
beliefs, and experiences on particular issues. Furthermore, professors are closely attuned to the needs of their
students.

In high school my English teacher told me that college professors were not
available outside of classto help students who might be having difficultiesin a
course; therefore, | was pleasantly surprised my freshman year to learn that the
opposite was true at BC. My first major assignment in college was a ten-page
paper for my history course. The week before the paper was due, my professor
maintained daily office hours from eight in the morning to six o'clock at night.
She vigorously encouraged all of us to drop by or sign up for a meeting.

| immediately took advantage of her offer. She listened as | proposed the thesis
of my paper and aided my brainstorming. Later she read the rough draft of my
paper and offered constructive criticism. | worked diligently on this assignment
and was ecstatic when | received an A.

< previous page page_31 next page >



< previous page page 32 next page >

Page 32

Thisisthe typical practice at BC. Professors have an open door policy and actively encourage students having
difficulty with the course to seek their assistance. Professors are also available to continue discussions and debates
with students outside of the classroom. In addition, students at BC have the opportunity to develop personal
relationships with professors.

Sophomore year | enrolled in a core communication course. The extremely
talented professor kept the class alive with his wit and humor. Through class
participation and office hours, | came to know the professor well. We remained
friendly after the completion of the course and my senior year he asked me to be
his teaching assistant for the course. Although | was to assist him, this professor
became my mentor providing advice on courses and life after graduation, and
introducing me to other professors and prominent persons at BC. | was even
invited to the communication department's Christmas party. Today, this professor
and | remain in touch. He is a tremendous resource and friend.

Class Sze

Class size also enhances student/teacher interaction. The average class size in a standard course is thirty, a small
size that enables professors to become familiar with students and their individual needs. Students are also less
inhibited in more intimate settings such as this, and therefore eagerly participate in class. Approximately one
hundred students are enrolled in each lecture course; however, these courses are broken into fifteen-person sections
where students meet with the professor weekly to discuss the course materials. Therefore, students in a lecture
course also receive individua attention.

Academic Resources

The university supplies numerous academic resources as well. The computer lab provides students with over 200
computers for research and word processing. In addition, the library has research databases and a computerized
card catalog. BC aso has a learning center and offers tutoring services.
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Curriculum

The curriculum at BC is diverse and demanding. There are four broad areas of study: the arts and sciences,
business, nursing, and education. All students, regardiess of their major, are required to take courses in philosophy,
theology, literature, writing, the natural and social sciences, the arts, and cultural diversity. These courseslay a
stable foundation for continued coursework in these and other aress.

In addition, Boston College provides special study programs. Students may study abroad, participate in internship
programs, and cross-register with certain schoolsin the Boston area. The college offers an honors program for
freshmen and supports twelve national honor societies. Students in various majors may also research and write a
thesis paper.

Courses at Boston College are rigorous and students must be prepared to devote much time to academics. Students
who do not put an effort into their studies will suffer, but there is much opportunity to do well. Professors conduct
interesting classes and are committed to each student's comprehension of the course material.

Socidl Life and Activities

Boston College students participate in a wide variety of social activities. In addition to community service projects,
BC supports 120 on-campus clubs, as well as thirty-three Division One sports teams. Activities range from the pep
band and photography club to intramural sports and student government. Each fall there is an activities day where
BC clubs and organizations set up booths and distribute information. In this way, students are introduced to a
multitude of activities and are presented with the opportunity to become involved in the Boston College
community.

Spoorts

Supporting BC athletics is another opportunity for students to participate in the BC community. During the fall,
tailgate parties precede and follow every home football game. In-between the tailgating, students cheer on BC
football in Alumni Stadium. When the football team is away, students can watch their team and classmates on
television. The major networks often broadcast Boston College games. Students continue to focus their attention on
BC sports during the winter, voicing support for the prominent basketball and hockey programs.
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My sophomore year was an incredible time for BC sports. We gained a national
reputation as "the upset school." BC football ousted Notre Dame from its
number one ranking, beating the Irish with a field goal kick in the final seconds
of the game. In March, BC basketball qualified for the Elite Eight in the NCAA
tournament, upstaging number one ranked North Carolina and beating Bobby
Knight's Indiana University. The hockey team raged that season also, bringing
home the trophy in the Beanpot tournament. With each win the campus exploded
with excitement. Sudents ran around campus shouting and cheering for our
teams. Certainly, several of my most memorable BC experiences are linked to
these famous wins.

Off Campus

BC's proximity to Boston presents further socia activities. Students may go into down-town Boston to attend a
Red Sox game, visit a museum, or soak up the history of the city. The Freedom Trail is a popular tour, taking
sightseers to Paul Revere's house and Faneuil Hall where speakers once solicited support for the American
Revolutionary War. Students can also go shopping on Newbury Street or grab lunch in one of the city's outdoor
cafes. The Boston nightlife is popular as well. Students trek into the city to go to dance clubs, bars, restaurants, and
comedy shows.

Parties

For those who do not want to venture into the city, there are always several parties on campus. Senior housing,
known as the mods (for "modular townhouses"), are often the site for these parties. The mods are two-level
apartments with backyards where students play volleyball, toss footballs, and have barbecues. The BC bus system
is also available to take students into Cleveland Circle where there is a movie theater, and bars and restaurants
packed with BC students.

Libraries and Dorms

Although the parties and bars are big socia scenes, the most popular spotsto socialize are the library and residence
halls. Certain floors of O'Neill Library have been labeled social hangouts, and students often travel to the library to
meet up with friends or conveniently bump into someone they have noticed in class. Students who truly wish to
study go
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to Bapst Library where it is so quiet one can literally hear a pin drop. The residence halls are just as lively as
O'Nelll Library. Most students keep their doors open and bounce from room to room visiting friends. At one
o'clock in the morning the dorms are still hopping.

Boston College offers an abundance of social activities where all types of students can find their niche whether it
be participating in club activities, attending Big East conference games or heading into Boston.

Financial Aid

Boston College is a private university and the price tag of the education reflects this status; however, Boston
College provides much financial assistance to its students. Approximately $10 million in scholarships is awarded to
incoming freshmen and sixty percent of undergraduates receive financial aid. A major portion of this aid is
awarded through scholarships and need-based grants, neither of which students have to pay back. In addition,
scholarships are awarded to students for academics, sports, and other demonstrated talents. Students also use loans
to meet the expenses at BC. Other students participate in work-study programs to fund attendance at Boston
College. This requires students to work a few hours a week in on-campus jobs, ranging from research
assistantships with faculty to sandwich making in the Eagle Deli.

Upperclass students also have the opportunity to be resident assistants, students assigned to work in the residence
halls, whose main task is to maintain order. Resident assistants are responsible for administrative duties such as
room inspections and writing up work orders for clogged sinks and toilets. Resident assistants also arrange social
gatherings in the dorms and are available to help any student who may need assistance. In exchange for their
efforts, BC provides free housing for them. Thisis quite a perk, and many students apply for these positions. It isa
popular way to aleviate the financial burden of college.

The Financial Aid Office at BC is extremely efficient. Those working in financial aid strive to accommodate
everyone and are attentive to students' needs. As a result, the process goes ahead smoothly and students are
generally pleased with the results.

Graduates

Boston College graduates are devoted to their alma mater and are a substantial reason for the college's success. The
resources alumni donate for the maintenance and continued
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growth of the college are tremendous. In the past five years, BC has used alumni donations to build new residence
halls, a cafeteria, and a parking garage, as well as to renovate older classroom buildings and the football stadium.
Students benefit significantly from these improvements, and therefore are inclined to give back to the college once
they too have graduated.

PROMINENT GRADS

- Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr., '36, Late Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representatives

- Michael C. Hawley, '60, President and
CEO, Gillette Company

- Susan M. Gianinno, '70, CEO, J. Walter
Thompson

- Marianne D. Short, '73, Justice, Minnesota
Court of Appeals

- Douglas R. Flutie, '85, Heisman Trophy
Winner, Canadian Football League

- Chris O'Donnell, '92, Actor

Boston College graduates can be found all over the United Statesnurses, teachers, attorneys, stock-brokers, doctors,
and business anaysts. Many also attend graduate school.

BC graduates have a strong affinity to one another. Alumni in severa states have established BC clubs, where
graduates occasionally gather to attend BC football and basketball games, dinners, and cocktail parties. These are
great opportunities for graduates of al yearsto share their BC experiences. Furthermore, BC graduates are a
networked community eager to assist one another as well as the students at BC. Often, alumni return to the school
to recruit graduating seniors for their companies.

The Boston College education prepares students well for future challenges. Evidence of this are the thousands of
highly successful graduates who continue to support their alma mater, Boston College.

Summing Up

The Jesuits founded Boston College in 1863 with the goal of educating students both academically and spiritualy.
Today, Boston College continues in that tradition. The academic curriculum at Boston College is nationally
recognized as one of the top programs in the country. The foundation for this outstanding academic program is the
faculty. Professors at Boston College are exceptional instructors, often designing courses to stimulate class debate.
In addition, the faculty is devoted to the students. Unlike the faculty at many schools, the professors at Boston
College are readily accessible and eager to assist students.

Spiritual development is another component of the Boston College experience. BC is
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committed to producing graduates who recognize the needs of the less fortunate and are eager to assist those
individuals. Boston College sponsors a multitude of community service projects and hundreds of students become
involved in these organizations. The education students receive through these volunteer experiencesis invaluable.

In addition to offering a diverse educationa experience, BC provides varied social opportunities. Students may
participate in a myriad of activitieswhatever suits their tastes. Highlights of the social scene at BC are attending
Big East conference games and riding the "T" into Boston for a day of sightseeing or shopping. The friendships
students develop at BC, however, are probably the most valued social experiences. Students at BC form tight
bonds with one another and these friendships persist after graduation.

Alumni remain in close touch with each other, and also continue to actively support Boston College after
graduation. BC graduates are like no others, consistently pledging monetary assistance to the college and returning
to campus to cheer on the football team. The experiences students have at Boston College are unique and the
aumni are extremely faithful to their aima mater.

Overall, an accurate description of Boston College is "extraordinary.” This adjective fittingly describes the
education, the faculty, the students, the social life, the graduates, the campus, and the location. Students searching
for a school that offers diverse opportunities and challenges should visit the BC campus and talk to the people
there. It's a great way to experience first-hand the extraordinary spirit of the Boston College community.

Christen English, B.A.
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Bowdoin College

Bowdoin College KR
Brunswick, ME 04011 Enrollment
@ (207) 725-3100 ___women: 799
= Fax: (207) 725-3101 Full-time __ men: 775
ﬁ“} E-mail: admissions-lit@polar.bowdoin.edu __women: 3
arzd  Web site: http://www.bowdoin.edu Part-time _ men: 4

Introducing Bowdoin

One of the characteristics that distinguishes Bowdoin among the nation's premier liberal arts collegesis its location
in coastal Maine. The prestigious history of the 200-year-old college, the opportunities for studying the natural
sciences, the nature of the people, and the innovative residential and socia life of Bowdoin complement its
location in the bustling town of Brunswick, situated on the coast of Maine just twenty miles north of Portland.

It is easy to settle into campus life on the idyllic 110-acre campus. Bowdoin's dining ser-
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vices have been recognized as one of the best in the country. In fact, one of the most popular campus traditions is
the annual |obster bake just before classes begin. Upperclassmen have the luxury of choosing from among a wide
variety of housing accommodations, including two brick dorms with two-room suites, several houses, a sixteen-
story tower of single rooms, and several college-owned on- and off-campus apartment complexes. For most
students, this is the first opportunity for independence and self-reliance. First-year students live in the brick dorms,
which places them in the middle of al the action on campus and fosters class unity.

Naturally, the academic instruction, faculty, technology and information resources are the world-renowned
cornerstones of the college. That said, the common thread that runs throughout all aspects of the college, from
admission to course selection to intellectual growth, is freedom of choice; Bowdoin recognizes that there are
numerous different styles of learning.

Bowdoin isthe ideal college for students who wish to choose their own paths through independent exploration,
self-study, intense coursework, and a collaborative social and extracurricular infrastructure. It is a place where
students learn to make important choices and decisionsa key tool for success in the professional world.

Admissions Requirements

Admission to Bowdoin is highly competitive. For a recent class, 1,354 out of 3,974 applicants were accepted. The
average full class sizeis about 430. Getting into Bowdoin is now more competitive than ever. One explanation for
its rise in popularity is that Bowdoin accepts the common application, making it quicker and easier for prospective
students to apply to a larger number of colleges and universities. Also, the submission of SAT | scores has been
optional since 1969. About one-fifth of all applicants and accepted students do not submit their scores. The
Admission Committee reviews all aspects of each candidate's application, including high school grades, personal
and faculty recommendations, honors and awards, a persona essay, and extracurricular activities and
accomplishments. Interviews are strongly encouraged but not required, and can be done during a campus visit or in
your hometown with an alumni interviewer. Contact the Admission Office to be put in touch with an alumni
interviewer. Alumni interviews and on-campus interviews are equally weighted. Alumni interviews are especially
useful for students who are unable to visit the campus. Bowdoin also encourages the submission of supplementary
materials to the basic application, such as musical tapes, works of art, or anything else that might give a clearer
picture of a student's unusual musical, theatrical, or visually artistic talents. As Richard Steele, Dean of Admissions
states:
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We seek men and women who are not only bright and well prepared
academically, but also eager to learn and anxious to explore new academic
interests. Bowdoin is a college for people who love to test ideas, develop skills,
explore activities, and discover interests.

Early Decision

Bowdoin has two Early Decision programs. The first requires application by November 15, with notification in
mid-December. The second requires application by January 1, with notification by mid-February. Both Early
Decisions rounds are binding, and applicants are required to sign a form upon applying that says they will enroll at
Bowdoin if admitted.

| was accepted to Bowdoin via Early Decision in December. If | had waited until
the Regular Decision period, | don't think | would have been accepted. You see, |
came from a small high school where | was ranked fourteenth out of 130
classmates. When Regular Decision rolled around, just about every one of the
thirteen class members who were ranked above me applied to Bowdoin.
Naturally, Bowdoin couldn't accept all of them, so they chose only the top two.
Both accepted and attended Bowdoin. If | had waited until Regular Decision,
there's no way | would have beat that level of competition.

To get agood look at Bowdoin, it is possible to stay on campus overnight as a guest of a current student in one of
the dorms. This provides an insider's view of Bowdoin and a sampling of the food, the classes, the workload,
gports, and social outlets. Plus, if you eventually study at Bowdoin, you'll aready have a friend or two.

Academic Life

The following statement from the Bowdoin viewbook best articulates Bowdoin's academic mission: "Bowdoin
encourages you to plunge in, to take risks, to explore new areas of studyto assume responsibility for the crafting of
your own education.” In other words,
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because the course requirements are very broad, you are free to take classes in many different fields outside of your
major. It is common for a student to major in two completely unrelated subjects, such as chemistry and English, or
biology and French. Furthermore, since the college does not calculate grade point averages (GPAS) or class rank,
students can learn at their own pace without feeling that they're competing against their classmates. In fact, until
just a few years ago, grades were simply high honors, honors, pass, or fail. Of the thirty-two courses required for
graduation, students are permitted to take a total of four "pass/fail” courses, which provides even greater
opportunity for academic exploration without the pressure to perform at the level required of courses within the
major. That is not to say that learning at Bowdoin is easy!

While first-year students enroll in several small seminars where they learn analytical and study skills, juniors and
seniors frequently undertake independent study and honors projects to study in depth a specific topic related to
their major.

Because there are just a few core course requirements, students are able to explore a wide variety of academic
interests, which allows for the full experience of atrue liberal arts education.

Students choose from more than forty majors, including art history, mathematics, and music. The most popular
majors are the natural sciences, government and legal studies, and history. The most distinctive mgjors are
neuroscience, classics/archaeology, philosophy, African studies, and visual arts. There are a'so programsin arctic
studies, film studies, Latin American studies, and theater and dance.

In addition, Bowdoin has the prime coastal location and the ideal setting for the study of biology, environmental
studies, geology, chemistry, physics, and neuroscience. A state-of -the-art science complex opened in the fall of
1997, and a new science library opened in 1992. Additionally, Bowdoin owns a 118-acre site of forest, wetlands,
and fields along the shore just eight miles from campus on Orr's Island. It includes a center for research in marine
biology, ornithology, ecology, and geology.

The Writing Project

Students can always count on the advice and guidance of their advisors, professors, and fellow students. The
Writing Project is a peer tutoring program in which uniquely qualified students provide educated but
nonjudgmental feedback of students work as they draft, edit, and revise papers. The program is conducted through
the Department of Education.
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Sudy off Campus

[ronically, one of the most exciting opportunities that Bowdoin affords is the opportunity to study away from
campus. Each year about 200 studentsusually juniorsspend part of the year at another academic institution within
the United States or abroad.

| spent first semester junior year in Madrid, Spain. Three of my Bowdoin
classmates were also on the same program. Since all of my classes were in
Spanish, my reading and conversational skillsimproved dramatically. The
Spanish family with whom | lived exposed me to the entire Spanish culture,
history, religion, cuisine, and social norms. Living in a family with five
daughters, | became fluent in the language. | made long-lasting friendships with
my Spanish family and classmates and we have kept in close touch throughout
the seven years since | lived with them. Learning to live with another country's
advantages and disadvantages, | became more under standing and patient and
learned about a whole new worldall of which can only be learned hands on. It
was the best experience of my life.

Students can also study for a year at one of eleven other colleges involved with the Twelve College Exchange:
Amherst, Connecticut, Dartmouth, Mount Holyoke, Smith, Trinity, Vassar, Wellesley, Wesleyan, Wheaton, and
Williams. Students must be accepted into the specific program.

Independent Sudy Projects

Upon returning to Bowdoin, with a new-found independence, it is a good time to undertake an independent study
project in place of the more traditional classroom course. Students can choose their own topics, set their own goals
and time lines, and work one-on-one with particular faculty members. They learn good time management skills,
independence, creativity, and perseverance. It's also their best chance to study a topic that otherwise might not be
offered in the curriculum, or to explore further a subject area that was touched upon during a particular course.

Students graduate from Bowdoin with superior analytical and critical thinking skills, and a broad base of
knowledge in a variety of literary, cultural, historical, and scientific fields. They are treated to a diverse menu of
courses taught by a distinguished group of faculty
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members who are leaders in their fields. It is no wonder that Bowdoin has educated such legendary literary figures
as Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Nathaniel Hawthorne, and prominent political figures of today such as
Defense Secretary William Cohen and former Senate Majority Leader George Mitchell.

Socid Life and Activities

A myriad of off-campus activities are available within a short distance of the campus. Bowdoin is just steps from
downtown Brunswick, where students enjoy a variety of shops, restaurants, concerts, markets, and moviesall
within a five-minute walk. The college owns two miles of waterfront property on which a state-of-the-art coastal
studies center is being completed. The Outing Club arranges canoe trips, hiking, biking, skiing, and a slew of other
outdoor activities. In fact, a large percentage of incoming students participate in preorientation trips for three or
four days, at which time new students bond with their classmates through a shared adventure. A long-standing
tradition is the midnight outing to L.L. Bean in Freeport, just fifteen minutes down the road, and since all Bowdoin
students are permitted to have cars on campus, trips to Bean and other locations are frequent!

The new Smith Union provides much of what students need, including a general store, a café, a three-story pub, an
art gallery, the post office, a game room, quiet study space, and a bright and comfortable lounge for socializing and
relaxation. This same spot, the hub of campus life, is the location of several concerts and dances throughout the
year, and has proven to be a very popular gathering spot on weekend nights. The architectural design of the Union
creates a wide-open central space, which is encircled by a ramp taking people past lounges, art exhibits, the
campus bookstore, and the game room. Whether you're smply reading a book in one of the living room-type floral
chairs, or sipping a latte in the caf”, it's the perfect place to see and be seen!

Soorts

Morrell Gymnasium is home to a brand-new fitness center, two basketball courts, a dance facility, and several
sguash courts. One would have difficulty finding a Bowdoin student who is not involved with one of Bowdoin's
twenty-nine intercollegiate athletic teams, intramural sports teams, or just plain physical fitness. The Farley Field
House, which is located in the middle of seventy-five acres of playing fields, has a sixteen-lane swimming pool,
which is used for the women's and men's swim team, diving, and water polo. There is also a 200-meter, six-lane
track and an aerobics studio. At the root of Bowdoin's
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athletic pride and showmanship are the hockey games, held "beneath the pines’ in Dayton Arena. During the cold
winter months when "polar bears' tend to hibernate, the hockey games provide an outlet for students to show their
tremendous sense of pride, loyalty, and camaraderie, which is a hallmark of Bowdoin students and alumni well
past graduation.

Bowdoin is a very active place, and athletics are extremely popular. Men's varsity hockey is the most popular
spectator sport, and Bowdoin has a long tradition of having one of the best Division |11 teams in the nation.
Women's soccer, men's lacrosse, and the swimming and cross-country teams have also enjoyed great successin
recent years. One does not have to be a superstar to play on most varsity teams, and determination and enthusiasm
are usualy the priority.

At a Division 111 school everyone has the chance to participate in any number of
gports. | played lacrosse in ninth and tenth grades, yet | was able to pick it up
again at Bowdoin and played varsity for all four years.

Club sports like rugby and crew are also appealing to many, as are the three levels of intramural competition. The
crew team regularly competes in the Head of the Charles Regattain Boston. Bowdoin is not a "jock™ school, but
there are relatively few idle bodies.

Polar Bears

While first-time visitors to the campus are awed by the natural beauty of the campus, they are even more surprised
by the omnipresent polar bears, one of two symbols of Bowdoin's enormous alumni pride. The Bowdoin Sun
symbolizes Bowdoin's location in the easternmost state, which isthe first to see the rising sun each morning.

The Residential Experience

In recent years Bowdoin has undertaken an intense project of self-study aimed at revitalizing the residential
experience of college living, including housing and dining arrangements, social life, and the Greek system. The
decades-old coeducational fraternity system is being replaced with a "House System,” which will provide to all
students many of the benefits of the old fraternity system, such as self-governed houses, friendships with students
from all four classes, |eadership opportunities, social events, and house competitions, to enhance the extracurricular
undergraduate experience. For the most part,
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students will continue to reside in the traditional dorms and apartments, but will be affiliated with one of the
college-owned houses beginning the day they set foot on campus as first-year students.

With the social scene no longer revolving around fraternities, parties continue, but they are now open to the entire
campus and often revolve around a theme. On atypical weekend there are plays, concerts, movies, and lectures,
some by students and some by celebrities and other off-campus groups and organizations. Each semester speakers
and bands such as Carlos Fuentes, Livingston Taylor, Ani DiFranco, Patty Larkin, The Kinks, Ralph Nader, and
Mario Cuomo come to campus. Plans are underway to transform a portion of the old president's house into an arts
barn for photography, pottery, jewelry making, and other crafts popular with students.

To explore the Maine area, owning a car is areal asset, and is a great way to make friends. Not everyone on
campus has a car, but it isn't usually hard to find someone willing to drive. With Bates and Colby colleges nearby,
Bowdoin students can take advantage of their events as well.

Having a car on campus opened up a wealth of options. There was the posibility
of driving out to the nearby islands for a lobster dinner or heading to Portland
(about a thirty-minute drive) for a movie or to visit one of the many restaurants,
shops, bars, and galleriesin the Old Port. In the winter, | would occasionally
drive two hourswith a friend or two to some of the best skiing in New England.
In the spring, the two-and-a-half hour drive to Boston for a Red Sox game was
an annual event.

Publications

The Bowdoin Orient, the student newspaper, is the oldest continuously published campus college weekly in the
country; the Bowdoin Forum just released its first edition in the fall of 1997. Founded by two students, The Forum
aims to increase the Bowdoin community's awareness of recent international events with a compilation of essays
submitted by students, faculty, alumni, and staff. Both publications represent students' desires to implement new
idess.
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Performing Groups and Other Organizations

Masque and Gown, the drama club, puts on a variety of plays each semester. WBOR (Bowdoin on Radio), the
student-run radio station, is a good college radio station and is equipped with the latest technology. Miscellania, the
female a cappella singing group, and the Meddiebempsters, their male counterparts, perform regularly on campus
and on the road. BOCA, created by students in 1996, is Bowdoin's first coeducational a cappella singing group.
There are a multitude of other organizations such as African American, Latin American, and Asian student
societies, and clubs for students with similar political, religious, and cultural interests. Bowdoin also has a popular
student volunteer organization involved with a Big Brother/Big Sister Program, the American Red Cross, a local
homeless shelter, and a wide variety of other programs.

There's something to appeal to everybody. | tried to take part in as many
activities as possible because this is the only time in on€e's life when there are so
many options at hand. | belonged to the Bowdoin Film Society, the Bowdoin
Literary Society, Beta Sgma fraternity, student government, and the varsity
lacrosse and soccer teams. Plus, | studied in France for one semester. Even
though | had a heavy course load, | always made time to do everything else.

Meals

Bowdoin has always been known for its amazing food. Students can choose from a variety of meal plan options.
Meals can be taken at either of the two dining halls, which were both recently renovated and enlarged to create
warm, attractive gathering and dining spaces. Students may also dine informally in the Café and at Jack McGee's
Grill and Pub, located in the Student Union. Wentworth Hall is attached to the Coles Tower, a residential complex.
For Tower residentsit is a fantastic luxury on a snowy Sunday morning to just take the elevator downstairs and
enjoy brunch in your slippers. For students too busy to dine, bag lunches are available.
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Housing

Most first-year students are housed in two-room triples (usually arranged as one bed-room and one living room) in
one of six brick dorms. Each of the first-year dormsis affiliated with a college house, mainly newly renovated
former fraternities, under the new House System. Each house has its own kitchen and plenty of common space
with atelevision, VCR, and other comforts from home. After the first year, each class has a lottery, with the best
numbers going to seniors. The aready good quality of living increases each year.

For my freshman year | lived in Winthrop Hall, a brick dorm, with just one
roommate. The dorm provided a cozy atmosphere. Asit turned out, the people on
my freshman floor were my best friends at Bowdoin for all four years and even to
this day. | found that to be the case on other floors as well. My second year |
lived in Coleman Hall with a friend from my freshman dorm. We weren't lucky
enough to get a sophomore apartment, but we had the chance to meet first-year
students and make new friends. Plus, since all of my friends had sophomore
apartments, | could go there to cook and hand out, but return to the privacy of
my room whenever | wanted to. For both junior and senior years | lived in Coles
Tower and loved having my own bedroom. Another group of my friends lived in
an adjoining suite. | have never heard of another college that has such great
living spaces. My friends and | have found that our best college memories are
the ones made in our dorms and apartments where we could be at ease watching
television, partying, renting movies, playing games, or just talking.

Students can also pursue their own housing arrangements around Brunswick and along the coast. Some livein
apartments or houses in town, while others share houses on the ocean with a few friends. Some spectacul ar
locations on the water are available, but a car and a sense of discipline (in order to drag oneself out of bed on a
winter morning and drive to class) are essential. Keep in mind that even with all of these extracurricular
happenings, studying isa major priority of Bowdoin students, and it requires plenty of time.
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Financia Aid

Parents receive billing statements each semester, and may opt to complete payments via one of several payment
plans. The college is committed to making a Bowdoin education accessible to students regardless of their financial
circumstances. To that end, in a recent year the college awarded $10,237,000 in need-based financial aid to about
forty percent of the student body. That is to say that financial aid is not awarded for academic or athletic merit. Aid
packages include grants, loans, and student employment.

The amount of aid awarded to an individual student is dependent on the financial situation of the family. Need is
determined by an analysis of the statements of financial resources submitted to the Student Aid Office. Decisions
are made on a case-by-case basis and are carefully determined by the college's Financial Aid Committee. The
awards are continued throughout each of the four years of college as long as the student is in satisfactory academic
standing. What is nice is that financial aid can be continued even when students study off campusin the United
States or abroad for a semester or year. Additionally, through the generosity of Bowdoin's many benefactors, the
college is able to offer a number of scholarships for post-graduate study at other institutions. The college recently
offered $255,700 in graduate scholarship assistance to sixty-eight students.

The Student Employment Office and the Career Planning Center assist students in finding jobs both on and off
campus. In addition to the financial incentive to work, it is possible to gain hands-on experience which will be
useful in students' careers following graduation.

The summer following my junior year, | stayed on campus to work for the Annual
Giving Office. | was just doing basic clerical work, but | learned all about fund-
raising and what it means to be an alumni volunteer for Bowdoin. After
graduation, | became the Class Agent for my class, and then | became a
professional fund-raiser! To this very day | use experiences from the Bowdoin
Annual Giving Office to make decisions in my professional job.

Graduates

About two thirds of graduates go on to graduate or professional school within five years of graduating from
Bowdoin. There are classes to prepare students for the GRE, LSAT, and
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MCAT. These classes are not sponsored by the college, but are run by outside groups. Graduate school recruiters
come to the campus every year to recruit students. Because the average class size is around twenty, students
usually get to know their professorsreally well. This comesin handy when they need references for graduate
school or jobs.

PROMINENT GRADS

- Nathan Lord, 1809, President of
Dartmouth University

- Franklin Pierce, 1824, President of the
United States

- Nathaniel Hawthorne, 1825, Author
- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 1825, Poet

- Magor Genera Oliver Otis Howard, 1850,
Founder and President of Howard
University

- Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, 1852,
Governor of Maine

- Admira Robert E. Peary, 1877, First Man
to Reach the North Pole

- Harold Burton, '09, Chief Justice of the
U.S. Supreme Court

- Alfred C. Kinsey, '16, Psychologist,
Sexologist

- CharlesT. Ireland, Jr.,'42, Former
President of CBS

- William S. Cohen, '62, Secretary of
Defense

- Joan Benoit Samuelson, '79, Gold Medal
Winner in the First Women's Olympic
Marathon

Career Planning Assistance

If graduate school isn't your thing, the Career Planning Center has a wealth of resources for job searches. The staff
hel ps students write glowing résumés, and routinely presents workshops on successful interviewing. One-on-one
interview training with alumni, which can include critiquing a videotaped practice interview, is also available. The
center has information on more than 1,000 internships across the country, as well as full-time, postgraduate
employment in any part of the country. There are also workshops to help students make important career decisions.
Alumni offer job counseling, informational interviews, and networking. Every year, several dozen corporations
visit campus to interview candidates. Secondary schools, eager to recruit new teachers, al'so visit campus. After
graduation, alumni can still use the Career Planning Center resources, which include an extensive alumni network
and a newsdletter with job postings.

The Office of Career Services has a directory that lists alumni by field and



location, and they are more than willing to talk to students. In whatever city you
choose, whatever field interests you, chances are there is a Bowdoin alumin the
area who will be more than willing to lend you a hand.
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Alumni Gifts

Once you matriculate at Bowdoin, you always feel at home there. There is a very strong sense of school pride and
Bowdoin alumni have historically been extremely supportive of the college, which is a good measure of alumni
satisfaction. In October of 1997, an alumnus pledged $30 million for the endowment to renovate Searles Science
Building and to pay for the new science center. This was the fourth largest single gift ever made to an American
liberal arts college. This type of support shows that Bowdoin alumni are happy with their Bowdoin educations, are
proud to display their loyalty, and want to insure that a Bowdoin education is available for future students to enjoy.
Bowdoin is annually among the leaders in terms of giving to the alumni fund, and reunions and Homecoming
aways draw big crowds back to campus. It gives you a warm feeling to know that you're a part of this vibrant and
active alumni association. There are plenty of opportunities to network with each other. The regional alumni clubs
have as their mission keeping alumni connected to one another and the college through social gatherings, a career
directory, volunteer positions at a local school, breakfasts and luncheons with distinguished speakers, and much
more. For most graduates, their affiliation with Bowdoin endures long after graduation day, and usually lasts a
lifetime.

Summing Up

In every respect, Bowdoin College is positioned to be a world-class educational leader well into the twenty-first
century and beyond. After 203 years of educating leaders in business, education, politics, medicine, and law,
among other professions, the school has perfected the craft of offering an outstanding liberal arts education to
students from diverse backgrounds.

When | describe Bowdoin, all | can say is that Bowdoin does everything
perfectly, with a lot of thoughtful consideration. | mean this in regard to the
quality of the faculty, the offering of courses, the dedication of the coaches and
staff, and the maintenance of the campus. You can always count on Bowdoin to
do things first class.
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Students who benefit the most from Bowdoin are those who seek out new challenges and opportunities, are willing
to take risks, and take pride in achieving goals. This could be in the classroom, on the athletic fields, in intramural
sport, or ssimply among friends, classmates, or residents of the same dorm. Bowdoin students learn to develop and
explore previously untapped academic, cultural, political, and artistic interests that are carried throughout their
lives. Bowdoin students are exceptionally prepared to succeed academically and professionally, and to obtain the
cultural, artistic, and historical knowledge typical of a confident, well-respected, mature adult.

The best part of Bowdoin is the interaction between the most ambitious, experienced, and accomplished students in
the country. Everyone who is there has something to share, some accomplishment that will improve the college or
fellow students. Because of the caliber of these students and the foresight of the administration and faculty, the
college is evolving to present an even greater education to top-notch students.

A person's academic credentials are carried with them throughout their lives, and they determine a person's
qualifications for jobs and graduate education. When you graduate from Bowdoin you have a sort of "insurance.”
Y ou can be proud of graduating from one of the best colleges in the country, you know that there is a network of
alumni willing to help you professionally, and you can be assured that the Bowdoin name on your résumé will
open up a whole multitude of possibilities. In short, a Bowdoin degree opens the world's doors.

Nathaniel Bride, A.B.
Holly Pompeo, A.B.
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Introducing Brown
My Brown experience can be summed up in one word: Choice. Lifeat Brown is

a sequence of choices; thereis no set path or mandated direction. You, and you
alone, decide your own destiny.
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Choice is probably the best word to use as an introduction to Brown University. From its lack of core requirements
to its varied social life, Brown gives open-minded and self-directed students the opportunity to use the resources of
an lvy League institution to craft their own educations. Students see this chance as Brown's greatest offering and
work hard to take advantage of it.

Brown islocated in Providence, Rhode Island, a city now in the midst of a renaissance. As the result of a major
downtown rebuilding effort now nearing completion, the city center has become a pleasant place to look at and
walk around in. Providence should aso benefit from the imminent construction of a mall downtown. The
university overlooks the city from atop College Hill. This particular part of Providence, also known as the East
Side, isaresidential areafilled with large Victorian houses. The campus itself, a sort of oasis of activity in the quiet
of the East Side, is bisected by Thayer Street (essentially Providence's scale model of Harvard Square). Thayer is
an energetic street lined with record stores, clothing shops, restaurants, and, above all, coffeehouses.

From this location Brown provides students with access to all of its educational resources. The university has the
materials of a top research institution, but it has committed itself to educating undergraduates. Undergrads have
access to all of Brown's top professors as teachers and often as advisors as well. The university also gives them full
use of the university and departmental library systems. Indeed, Brown pays so much attention to undergrads that
graduate students have even complained about feeling neglected by the administration. While neglect is probably
too strong a word, Brown does not favor grad students at the expense of its undergrads.

Brown's commitment to academic liberalism draws a politically liberal student body, but politics do not dominate
the lives of Brown undergraduates. While a mgjority of Brown students do have leftward political leanings, the
opposite side of the political spectrum iswell represented and both sides are not particularly vocal about their
views.

While the institution has a reputation for being a very activist school, in recent years the campus political climate
has been rather cam. A few student political organizations do lead small-scale protests, but they are most often of
the fifteen-angry-people-with-signs variety and play arelatively small part in campuslife. If a major issue comes
to the fore, many more people might join a protest but this rarely happens. Although Brown certainly encourages
free speech and open discourse, the vast majority of students does not choose to use a public forum to express their
opinions.

Thisis not to say that the Brown student body is apathetic. Most students are deeply involved in extracurricular
activities and many take time to do community service projectsin
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the Providence area. Their interests can range from participating in singing groups to helping elementary school
students learn English, but the majority of Brown students choose to be involved in the world around them.

Admissions Requirements

Brown is highly selective in its admissions process and accepts only a small portion of its applicants every year. In
a recent year Brown accepted 2,856 out of 15,012 applicants (about nineteen percent). The academic standards of
each admitted Brown class are quite high, with SATs averaging almost 1400 and the majority of students in the top
ten percent of their high school class.

Nevertheless, many who are not accepted meet these standards and the Admissions Committee frequently makesits
decisions based upon the distinctive, intangible aspects of an application.

| can recall discussing admissions with some of the other residents of my
freshman dorm. We had all heard the standard line about finding some activity
that would leap out at an Admissions Officer and, as a game, each of us tried to
pick out the special quality that we felt had sufficiently distinguished our
applications from those of our peers. One person had spent her junior year of
high school studying in New Zealand, another was a recruited basketball player,
athird had edited and produced a weekly video journal in high school. None of
us felt that our lives or even our high school experiences were summed up by
these characteristics, but we were amused that they could have such an impact
upon the fate of our applications.

Each year the university seeks to assemble a class of students with a diverse range of interests and a unique set of
abilities who also have a demonstrated ability to perform academically. The admissions processis the way that
Brown creates its university community; consequently, it looks for distinctive students who will add richness to the
academic environment. For instance, Brown prizes musicians, writers, and people skilled in the fine arts for the
creativeness they bring to the university; athletes are valued for their contributions to Brown's
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teams; people with unique personal experiences are sought for the liveliness that they bring to the student body. All
of these characteristics lend flavor to the campus while also insuring the continuity of existing organizations.

Geographic and Ethnic Diversity

These personal characteristics play a large part in Brown's admissions decisions but the university also places a
premium on geographic diversity. For this reason students from underrepresented states or foreign countries are
sought. For example, a student from Montana might find it easier to gain acceptance than one from Massachusetts
because there is a smaller number of applications from the West. International students are especially prized and
often recruited. Such efforts yield a community of students with origins from all over the country and the world.

Brown's commitment to geographic diversity is matched by a similar interest in promoting ethnic variety. Nearly
one-third of Brown's admitted class are not Caucasian and students are able to share their cultures with the entire
community through strong cultural organizations. Despite the strong sense of community among minority groups
and the inevitable tendency for people of the same ethnicity to bond more readily, thereis a good deal of mingling
between people of different heritages. No campus group can be said to have isolated itself from the rest of the
university, and probably would be unable to even if it tried.

Application Process

The application process for Brown is fairly standard. SAT | or ACT and three SAT I1: Subject tests are required in
addition to a transcript showing achievement in a high school course of study including a number of core courses.
The application also requires a personal essay. More than anything else, this statement gives applicants a stage on
which to display their personal talents and hint at their potential impact upon the university. Because the essay
allows students to convey the intangible aspects of their personality, it can serve to distinguish them from others
with similar records.

Applications can be submitted according to two time schedules. Normal applications are due by January 1 and
word of the admissions decision is released on April 15.

Early Action Option

In keeping with its commitment to individual choices, Brown aso offers a non-binding Early Action option.
Unique among Ivy League schools, the Early Action plan allows the applicant to apply early to Brown and hear
from the university in mid-December. Depending
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upon their preferences, accepted students can either accept the offer at that time (most do) or they can continue to
submit applications to other schools and decide whether to accept Brown's offer in April. Early Action applications
are due on November 1; decisions are sent on December 15.

Academic Life
Requirements

Brown's liberal educational philosophy dominates academic life. The university has no core curriculum, holds no
distribution requirements, and does not require that students take any of their classes for a grade. The university
only demands that a student pass thirty courses and that he or she complete the requirements for a concentration (as
majors are called). Because each concentration has a different set of requirements, the number of requirements
Brown students have to meet varies widely within the university. Some degrees demand as few as eight courses
while the more strict departments can mandate as many as twenty courses. Brown has so few universal standards
because it gives students complete control over their educational plans.

The lack of requirements really frightened me when | got to Brown. | had no idea
what | wanted to do in college and so many different classes looked too
interesting to pass up. | saw my first year as a smorgasbord and took eight
classes in eight different departments. This really helped me to discover my main
interests. By exposing myself to the ideas of different disciplines and learning the
style of teaching in each department | thought that | could see which subject
most interested me. As unlikely as this sounds, this random sampling really
helped narrow my interests. When | declared my concentration at the end of my
second year, | chose the department that | knew from experience was the field
that best suited me.

In essence, the belief that students are able to find their individual academic interests and that they posses the
wisdom to pursue them on their own rests at the core of Brown's academic liberalism. Nevertheless, while this
educational philosophy gives students the opportu-
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nity to complete college without focusing their intellectual interests or ever taking a class for a grade, few take it to
that extreme. A combination of driven students and capable advisors helps ensure that Brown students can take
advantage of this freedom without abusing it.

| came to Brown knowing that | wanted to concentrate in classics and the
curriculum allowed me to load my schedule with the low- and mid-level
language and history classes that were required for my concentration. By my
third year | had developed such a solid background in classics that | was able to
take a sequence of independent study classes. Thework | did in these classes
became the foundation of a 150-page senior thesis and a published article. If |
had been required to devote my first two years to fulfilling requirements, thereis
no way that | would have gotten so far in my field.

CAP Advisors

The university administration realizes the responsibility the open curriculum gives to students and it makes an
effort to provide them with guidance and advice throughout their time at Brown. During the first week of
orientation, freshmen meet with their assigned advisors to discuss their academic plans. These professors, the
majority of whom are called CAP advisors, are faculty members who have volunteered to provide guidance to a
small group of freshmen enrolled in one of their classes. The hope is that the freshmen will enroll in a class whose
subject matter interests them, then the CAP experience will provide them with an introduction to the discipline.
Nevertheless, CAP advisors generally are a good resource for information about the entire university.

After the first year students have the option of retaining their CAP advisors, selecting another professor as their
advisor, or being assigned a new advisor. At this point the students become responsible for seeking out the help
that they need. Most students do get help when they need it and, while the system can have its faults, most people
are satisfied.

Brown's general academic atmosphere is rather calm. There is little overt competition for grades (except among
some premeds) or external pressure to perform. Students prefer to view classes as opportunities to learn together
rather than as a competitive forum in which to outperform each other.
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PasyFail Grades

Despite the lack of a gladiatorial atmosphere, most people at Brown are internally driven to take their studies very
seriously. This does not mean, however, that Brown students are averse to taking academic risks; the pass/fail
grade option ensures this. Officially called SINC (for satisfactory/no credit), pass/fail is a scheduling tool much
beloved by Brown students who are able to use this option for any class offered on campus. Administrators
designed the S/NC option to encourage students to take courses outside of their discipline without fear of having a
low grade show up on a transcript.

| was a biology major at Brown and | knew early on that | wanted to focus my
studies upon the sciences. This attention | paid to the sciences meant that | did
not take any humanities classes my first two years. In the first semester of my
junior year afriend of mine convinced me to take a classin late antique
Christianity offered by his advisor. Although | had not written a paper in two
years and was uncomfortable with my writing skills, | decided to take the class
anyway. | took it YNC, and despite my initial fearsit ended up being a very
thought-provoking class that | enjoyed immensely.

The SINC system is open to abuse. There are people who choose to "blow off" their pass/fail classes, and others
who wait until the first returned assignment to decided whether to take a class for a grade or not. These people are
the exceptions, however, and the pass/fail option really does work to encourage academic experimentation.

Brown's decision not to award Ds or Fs (any grade lower than a C is a failing grade), and its refusal to release
failing grades on any external transcript, also encourages students to take a broad range of courses. This again
lowers the risks of taking difficult courses or tackling difficult subject matter. Like the pass/fail grade option, the
grading policies have generally had the positive effect of freeing people to create very diverse academic plans.

Classes

The actual classes at Brown vary greatly in both size and style of instruction. Most classes are taught by full
professors who devote considerable time to undergraduates. Each professor is required to attend office hours, and
most are eager to schedul e appointments to speak to students outside of office hours. Professors of small classes
tend to become very
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close to their students, often taking the entire class out to lunch or serving them dinner. Most also are very willing
to work closely with students on individual projects.

Brown classes are generally small in size, although introductory classes in popular departments such as political
science or biology, can have upwards of 200 students. In smaller departments, such as art history or philosophy,
there might be thirty-five to fifty students in the introductory classes. The mid- and upper-level classes at Brown
do tend to be quite small with less than thirty students the rule. Frequently, the mid-level classes do not have
prerequisites and are open to students with the initiative and interest to skip the introductory class. There isno
need to be confined to large lecture classes and it is not uncommon for freshmen to have a full schedule of classes
with less than thirty people.

Grades

Professors at Brown are not known as brutal graders. Bs are by far the most common grade, with As reserved for
high-quality work and Csindicative of below-average performance. Science professors tend to grade slightly more
harshly than humanities professors, but like al generalizations this is by no means true in every case.

PLME

One final aspect of academic life at Brown is the Program in Liberal Medical Education (PLME). This program
was designed to produce a more humane and well-rounded crop of doctors by accepting high school seniorsinto a
combined undergraduate/medical program that encourages them to study the liberal arts. Students enter Brown and
are assured of a place at Brown's medical school (without taking the MCAT), provided they maintain a minimum
GPA. While undergraduates, PLMES (students in the program) are encouraged to experiment widely with the
course offerings of the university and many end up concentrating in the humanities before going on to medical
school. Despite being enrolled in the PLME program, these students are not segregated or cut off from campus life;
indeed, most people are unaware who is PLME and who is not.

Socid Life and Activities
Units

The social experience at Brown really begins when first-year students arrive and meet their freshman unit. The
unit, a group of between forty and sixty freshmen who livein
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the same dorm, is intended to serve as a socia base that helps first-year students become accustomed to college
life. For the first few months of the year, freshman units are frequently inseparable. It is common to observe entire
units'flocks of first years'going to dinner together. While this herd mentality often breaks down after a month or
so, many Brown students remain close to members of their unit throughout their time on campus and a lot of
people count unitmates among their closest friends.

There is also a rumor that ten percent of Brown students marry within their unit, but this is unconfirmed.
Fraternities/Sororities

While the unit provides an initial framework for social life at Brown, people begin finding their own non-unit
activities almost immediately. Thisisnot at all difficult because life at Brown is vibrant and aive, no matter what
socia scene a person feels most comfortable in. The university's diversity means that there is an abundance of
things to do at night or on weekends. The Greek scene at Brown exists, but is by no means the dominant influence
(approximately ten percent of men are members of fraternities; about two percent of women are involved with
sororities). The average weekend sees one or two fraternity and sorority parties; open to all students, these are
usually well attended. Fraternity parties are the place to be for people who like drinking beer and dancing in a
packed room, but the mgjority of Brown students prefer smaller, more independent activities on weekends.

Other Social Activities

For many upperclass students, the alternative to the fraternity parties are smaller, more laid-back off-campus
parties. Often these consist of a small group of people hanging out together listening to music, or dancing. Less
crowded and more low-key than fraternity parties, off-campus parties are common enough that on most weekends
people can spend the night hopping from party to party without ever seeing a fraternity. The Underground (the
campus pub) is another favorite weekend gathering place. It features live music, the occasiona student DJ, and on
Thursdays the ever-popular Funk Night (a dance party held outside whenever possible). For seniors and some
juniors, the Grad Center Bar is aso popular but, because the bartenders are rather strict about checking I1Ds,
underclass students tend to stay away.

While parties tend to dominate any discussion of college socia life, thereis no real pressure to go out or to drink
when one does go out. Like the rest of the Brown experience, an indi-
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vidual's personal choices about what he or she wants to do are generally respected.

My first two years of college | stayed in just about every weekend. | took a very
full schedule of classes and, because of this, rarely had the time to do much else.
However, the fact that my weekends were booked did not prevent me from seeing
my friends or meeting interesting people. Every day | ate lunch with alarge
group of people and had dinner with another set of acquaintances. | also started
something with my roommate called "attractive coffee." Once a week each of us
would meet for coffee and bring along a friend the other person had not met. It
was sort of an outlandish way to meet new people, but it worked well.

Off Campus

Providence also contributes to the social scene at Brown. Providence has a wealth of superb restaurants
(Providence recently beat Boston, a city with twenty times its population, in a restaurant challenge), evocative jazz
clubs, and clubs where amost mainstream acts like Ani Di Franco play live. Boston (one hour north) and New

Y ork (four hours south) are both places students go for a change of scenery.

Dating

One of the things that people find interesting about social life at Brown is that people do not date. Many
relationships on campus grow out of friendships, which makes the dating phase rather unnecessary. They aso
frequently develop between people who share an extracurricular interest or have a class together. Because
relationships often develop informally, there are many single Brown students. Most of the unattached, while
vaguely discontented about it, do not have any great problem not being involved with someone and take the
opportunity to play the field. In addition, couples at Brown do not tend to remove themselves from their group of
friends.

Soorts

While they definitely play a role in romantic life at Brown, athletic teams and campus groups also help students get
out and meet each other. Brown offers a broad range of varsity sports (thirty-five different teams), and although
most varsity sports recruit it is aways possible to walk on (some coaches even approach freshmen in orientation
lines to
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pitch their sport). The recent court decision ordering Brown to implement a plan to bring it into compliance with
Title IX (alaw that, among other things, mandated equal participation numbers for men and women in college
athletics) has opened up many opportunities for women athletes and has led the university to expand the rosters of
many women's varsity programs. The effect on men's teams has varied. While some teams have been asked to cut
rosters sizes, the university is committed to the continued strength of men's athletic progams and most have not
been adversely affected by the decision.

Athletes, especially those on larger teams like track or football, tend to form very close bonds with teammates and
socialize a great deal within their teams. Some of this may come from the (largely untrue) perception that the
campus is unfriendly toward them, but mainly athletes congregate together because of the time they spend together
and their common interests.

Groups

Besides athletics, Brown students can participate in theater groups, dance performances, write for the various
campus publications, or be involved in any of a host of other activities. One of the best-known campus
organizations is WBRU. This FM radio station (and its lesser-known and rarely heard AM cousin) is student-run
and operated, with all of the managers and DJs coming from the ranks of Brown students. In recent years, Rolling
Sone magazine has ranked WBRU as a top regional radio station and it is the station most often listened to around
campus.

Financial Aid

Brown's need-aware admissions policy is the most important (and most controversial) aspect of financial aid at the
university. Need-aware means that for ninety-five percent of admitted students, the applicants were accepted
without regard to their financial situations. In the other five percent of accepted students, financial considerations
may or may not have played a role. This has been a source of great distress to many students on campus and there
have been a number of unsuccessful protests urging Brown to become need-blind.

Even with the need-aware admissions policy, approximately one-third of Brown students receive some sort of
financial aid, and in a recent year the average freshman package totaled over $14,000. Because a portion of aid
awards are made up of loans, the average indebtedness of a Brown graduate was $12,000 at the time of graduation.
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Many Brown students have part-time on-campus jobs, either as part of a work-study program or just to get
additional spending money. Food service jobs are the most common forms of campus employment although there
are many opportunities to work in academic departments or campus administrative offices. Salaries work on a
diding scale, with the hourly wage of most jobs increasing after a certain period of service is met or a specified
number of hours worked. In a recent year the yearly earnings from campus employment was $1,360.

The deadline for submission of financial aid forms for freshman applicantsis January 1 and financial aid awards
must be renewed every year.

Graduates

PROMINENT GRADS

- John Hay, Personal Secretary to Lincoln
- John Heisman, the Trophy's Namesake

- Charles Evans Hughes, Chief Justice,
Supreme Court

- John F. Kennedy, Jr., Publisher

- Horace Mann, Educator

- Joe Paterno, Football Coach

- John D. Rockefeller, Jr., Philanthropist
- Ted Turner, Media Mogul

- Thomas Watson, Jr., Former IBM Head

More than ninety-four percent of freshmen who enter Brown graduate; then they have to find something else to do.
While this is a constant source of angst to the students who have to determine their future, Brown provides
considerable resources to help students with their postgraduation plans. Almost one-quarter of Brown graduates
continue right into graduate or professional schools, with many of them entering their field's top institutions. For
students looking at graduate school, professors with similar interests are the best resources. Professors are always
eager to advise people planning graduate study and help them decide which programs best match their interests.

Deans

For preprofessionals, Brown has prelaw and premed deans who meet with students considering legal or medical
careers and go over strategy for applications. Although these deans have a reputation for being quite blunt about an
applicant's chances for admission to specific schools, the general feeling is that they prepare students extremely
well for the application process.

In addition to deans responsible for applicants for professional schools, Brown aso has
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a dean responsible for helping students apply for scholarships and fellowships. Because of the resources it has
dedicated to helping its applicants prepare their applications and practice for interviews, Brown has historically
done quite well in competitions for postgraduate awards, such as the Rhodes and Marshall scholarships.

Job Hunting

Brown also has extensive resources for students looking for jobs right out of college. The Maddock Alumni
network can help students use alumni connections to find out about positions, while the Office of Career Services
runs on-campus recruiting and has information about numerous jobs from other sources. Like the rest of Brown
life, the university's graduates enter diverse careers. Nevertheless, jobs in the fields of technology and finance seem
to be the most popular areas.

Time Off

Many graduates also take some form of the proverbial year off, either by working in a job that they do not plan to
hold for along time or by literally taking the year off. The main scenarios for those who take jobs for a brief time
are to try and find suitable positions open on campus, to look for some other kind of opening in Providence, or to
go to a magjor city that would be fun to live in and find something there. Most people who take a year off do find
themselves in grad school eventually. As one person who later went back to school said, "The first slushy day in
January that you take the 5:30 A.M. train to your job makes you committed to going back to school."

A lot of Brown graduates choose to stay in Providence for a time after leaving school. New Y ork, San Francisco,
and Boston also attract many graduates and people who have moved to these cities say that it is easy to stay in
contact with other alums in these areas. The ties between alumni are further fostered by the various Brown Clubs
and notices in the Brown Alumni Monthly.

Summing Up

Brown, both as a university and as a community of students, embraces the idea of personal and intellectual
freedom. Of all things on campus, the university curriculum expresses this most visibly. Brown students have
complete control over their selection of courses with the only true graduation requirements being that they pass
thirty classes and complete a concen-

< previous page page_64 next page >



< previous page page_ 65 next page >

Page 65

tration. Brown's pass/fail option enhances this liberty to explore academically by removing the risk from
broadening one's schedule.

By devoting considerable time to undergraduates, the faculty of the university makes this process of intellectual
discovery much more rewarding. Brown students get to know their professors well, and this teacher-student
bonding makes the learning environment comfortable.

In spite of all the attention to academics, life at Brown really does not revolve around the classes and schoolwork.
Brown has been known as a laid-back school, and in many respects this is true. While Brown students must work
hard to excel, for most students there is a time to work and a time to play. People at Brown do enjoy themselves,
and they take the same individualistic approach to their social lives that they bring to their education. Just about
every imaginable socia scene thrives at the school and thereis little pressure to conform. Basically every personis
able to do his or her own thing without getting much grief from anyone else.

Brown allows its students to make their own choices and, while this represents the university's greatest virtue, it
also means that the people who do not have a great deal of personal initiative tend to feel lost. The university
devotes considerable resources to advising students and helping them feel comfortable with the number of options
they have, but some still feel overwhelmed. One problem with these resources, though, is that after their first year
students have to seek them out to use them. This invariably leads to students who meander through, lacking
direction without making any effort to change this.

The same can be true of social life. Besides Spring Weekend and the Campus Dance, there are no real campus-
wide socia events; people find their own things to do within their own socia groups. This can be a problem for
those who enjoy a social calendar of large group events, but most Brunonians have no problem with this
independence.

Brown caters to individuals with the desire, determination, and drive to make their own choices. It opens its human
and material resources to such people and it encourages them to follow their inclinations and explore themselves
and their world. Self-directed people can truly thrive in this environment and most relish the chance for an vy
League education on their own terms that Brown gives them.

Edward Watts, B.A.
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Introducing Caltech

Caltech is highly directed and small, with approximately 900 undergraduate and 1,000 graduate students, and 280
professional and 284 research faculty members, yet its reputation and accomplishments are disproportionate with
its size. Caltech is where science happenswhere spacecraft are designed and built, where cold fusion was debunked,
where giants of theoretical physics make bets about the makeup of the universe, and where news vans congregate
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whenever an earthquake rocks the West Coast. Caltech's primary focus is on research, and hundreds of millions of
dollars are invested in people and facilities to ensure that both are state-of -the-art. (If something isn't advanced
enough, well build it, and if thereisn't an expert around, we'll make one.)

For the student this trandates into learning environments, research opportunities, and laboratory experiences.
Caltech professors recognize the students of today as the thinkers and experimentalists of tomorrow and encourage
their participation in class and in lab. At Caltech, you don't just learn the answers to questions already solved, you
learn to ask questions and to ultimately find the answers yourself. Professors often treat their students more as
intellectual peers than as peons and respect student input as much as that of their professorial colleagues. Many
undergrads work as research assistants on campus and some even get assistant authorships in magjor scientific
journals. This kind of involvement means that students (with proper authorization) can be given access to any
computer, library, or laboratory facility they might need.

Y et in spite of the seriousness and dedication to scientific knowledge and discovery that exists, Caltech has a
friendly atmosphere. Students, faculty, and staff interact in both academic and socia situations. When you aren't in
the lab, Caltech's beautifully landscaped 124-acre campus in Pasadena provides a backdrop for relaxation and fun
in the sun, Southern California-style. On any given day, you might find professors and students sharing a table
outside the Red Door Cafe and people playing Ultimate Frisbee on the lawn in front of Beckman Auditorium.
Graduate and undergraduate students might work together in class or lab in the afternoon and then play basketball
or water polo with each other in the evenings. Caltech's size provides boundless opportunities to participate in
almost any kind of activity you want, whether it be musical, athletic, social, or academic.

Admissions Requirements

Getting in is not easy. By campus tradition, the target size of the freshman class is aways 215the number of seats
in the physicslecture hall. Comparing that number to the 2,395 applications that were recently received for
entrance and the 540 letters of admission that subsequently were sent will give you some idea of the competition
involved. Additionally, the academic quality of the applicant pool is aways high; recently, the middle fifty
percentile of SAT | scores ranged from 620740 Verbal and 700790 Math, and eighty percent of the applicants were
in the top ten percent of their high school class.
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Despite those numbers, test scores and GPA play only a supporting role in the admissions decision. Unlike many
schools, Caltech has no minimum SAT scores, no minimum GPA, and no formula for automatic admission or
rgjection. There are no geographic or demographic quotas, and there are no interviews. The Admissions Committee
considers each applicant as he or she is portrayed by the application materials to determine whether or not the
applicant possesses the three qualities Caltech seeks:

a strong interest in mathematics, science, or engineering
high academic ability
demonstrated initiative with respect to learning

In order to look for those qualities, the Admissions Committee considers carefully the more subjective parts of the
applicationessays, choice of high school curriculum, activities, and teacher recommendationsand encourages
creativity, self-reflection, and self-expression.

As a Caltech alum, | often speak to high school students about admission to
Caltech, and they always ask, "How can | be sure that | will get in?" My
answer; of course, isthat there is no sure way, but there are definitely things that
you can do to increase your chances. Take the most challenging courses offered
at your high school. Look for ways that you can express your love of science
outside of school. Ask for recommendations from teachers who really know you
and what makes you tick, and who are willing to write about you in depth. And
finally, spend time on your application essays! Your essays speak for you to the
admissions committee, and they want to hear what you have to say, not what you
think they want to hear.

Serving on the Admissions Committee are faculty from all academic divisions at Caltech, undergraduate student
representatives appointed by their fellow students, and admissions officers. All the members of the committee bring
to the decision table their persona experiences of Caltech as well as the expectations of their peers, and they work
together to discover and admit those students who share the Caltech spirit of dedication to learning and discovery.
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Serving on the Freshman Admissions Committee as a student representative was
an incredible honor and an awesome responsibility. As| read applications, | was
constantly amazed at the quality of the applicantsthey were almost all excellent
in some way. And yet it was ultimately part of our duty to turn more than three-
guarters of them down. Being on the committee really made me think about what
it meant to be a Caltech student, and | found that the students we were looking
for were the ones that we believed would be the best Caltech studentsthose who
would be able to succeed and be happy here. It was rarely an easy decision.

Academic Life

When | came to Caltech, | had to totally readjust my way of thinking about
myself and my abilities. In high school, | was the cream of the crop; everything
came easyclasses, activities, awards. At Caltech, | wasjust another student
working hard to get my calculus homework done on time. At first it was very
daunting and | feared that | would fail, but by working together my classmates
and | pulled through. Graduating from Tech gave me a renewed sense of faith in
myself and what | can do, if | just put my mind to it!

The Honor System

The Honor System is one of the most central tenets of the institute. Eschewing long lists of rules prohibiting
plagiarism, theft, and the like, Techers instead live by the ssmple and elegant statement of the Honor Code: "No
member of the Caltech community shall take unfair advantage of any other member." Under the Honor System,
faculty and students alike are held responsible for their actions, and there is an inherent atmosphere of trust and
respect. For example, ailmost all Caltech quizzes, tests, and exams are unproctored and take-home. The professor
will state on the outside of the test the time limit, open- or closed-book, and when the test is due. The student is
free to take the test whenever and wherever he or she wants:. in his or her room with a favorite album playing, in
the quiet study carrelsin
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Millikan Library, at the beachyou name it! Most buildings on campus, including the computer labs, are accessible
twenty-four hours a day (all you need to do is sign out a key). Under the Honor System, which is overseen by
student representatives, everyone lives by the principles of truth and integrity that are so important in the realm of
science. As one current student putsiit:

The integrity and consideration that have to be a part of my everyday life have
been a great learning experience. Even if ten years down the road | have
forgotten all the quantum mechanics | ever learned, | hope that | will always
remember the qualities of honesty and integrity that are integral to a Caltech
education.

Transition from High School

To help freshmen make the transition at Caltech, the first two terms of the year (there are three terms per year) are
graded pass/fail. In addition, Caltech has a somewhat unique attitude towards learning and homework that helps to
make adjusting easier. Collaboration is the norm of study at Caltech. Students are encouraged to work with each
other on homework assignmentsto share ideas, possible ways of thinking about problems, and encouragement.
Although everyone tries to do their best, competition for the best grades is amost nonexistent, and "trolling"
(locking yourself up in your room to study by yourself) is discouraged. Caltech's homework collaboration policy
not only works (due to the Honor System), but gives students a taste of what it will be like to work with a group in
a research laboratory.

Core Curriculum

At the heart of a Caltech education is the core curriculum: a set of classes required of all undergraduate students.
The core includes five terms of math, five terms of physics, two terms of chemistry, one term of biology, one term
of astronomy or earth and environment, one term of chemistry lab, two other introductory laboratory courses,
twelve terms of humanities and social sciences, and three terms of physical education. The core curriculum
occupies most of the freshman and sophomore years. Although the names of the core classes may seem simple
(Math 1 and 2, Physics 1 and 2, Chemistry 1, etc.), don't be deceived
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the contents of the courses are anything but ssmple. All Caltech students, whether majoring in physics or literature,
study topics including multivariable calculus, analytic geometry, quantum mechanics, thermodynamics, and
covalent and organic chemistry. Caltech is not for the faint of heart, but the core curriculum ensures that al
students have a firm grasp of the fundamental concepts of science across all of the major fields.

Declaring an Option

When students have reached the end of the freshman year, the time has come to declare an optionCaltech's version
of the mgjor. In addition to a wide range of options in the pure science, applied science, and engineering fields,
Caltech students can also choose options in the humanities and social sciences, such as history, economics,
literature, and science, ethics, and society. The highly motivated student could choose the Independent Studies
Program and major in virtually any field of interest; he or she is responsible for designing the curriculum to meet
persona goals. Students can choose multiple options and are free to change options if they wish.

Research

Caltech's small size and abundance of top-notch facilities make undergraduate research accessible to almost any
Caltech student who wants to learn what it'sreally like to be part of a major research laboratory, and research is an
important part of the academic experience of many Caltech students. How? The three most common ways to
become involved in research at Caltech are:

work as a paid research assistant
do research for academic credit

participate in the SURF (Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship) program. SURF provides grants for
students to do independent research projects during the summer in which students write their own proposals,
conduct their research, and ultimately present their research at SURF Seminar Day, modeled after professional
scientific meetings. Ask a Caltech student on campus in the summer what he or she is doing and the answer is
likely to be, "SURFing!"
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A Caltech education is more than just the sum of the classes that you take, the
books you read, and the homework that you do. It's everything that you do here,
including your interactions with your professors and the other students. It's how
you learn to take concepts that you know and apply them to problems that you
don't know how to solve. Take the annual ME 72 engineering design contest, for
example. You are given a bag of stuffrubber bands, pieces of plastic, screws and
bolts, small motorsand you have to build a machine from it, a machine that has
to accomplish some kind of task such as climbing a rope or collecting Ping-Pong
balls. And you will use your machine to compete against your classmates. That
kind of experienceapplying skills and knowledge to real-world applicationsis an
invaluable part of Tech.

Socid Life and Activities

When | told my high school friends that | was going to Caltech, they laughed and
told me that only nerds and geeks went there and that everyone spent all of their
time studying. That is totally not true. Studying is important, but relaxing and
having fun with friends is also important. At Tech, I'm surrounded by interesting
and intelligent people who are just as likely to be arguing about philosophy or
superstring theory as they are to be driving to Hollywood for a chili
cheeseburger at 3.00 AM.!

Houses

Socid life is generally not one of the reasons why a high school student would choose Caltech, but freshmen are
often surprised at the vast array of activities that are available to them. Social interaction centers around the seven
on-campus undergraduate houses: Blacker, Dabney, Fleming, Lloyd, Page, Ricketts, and Ruddock. More than just
residence halls, each house has its own traditions and unique personality derived from its members. Each house
has its own lounge and dining room, where everyone in the house meets for student-waited dinners every
weeknight. Each house also has one or two faculty
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or graduate student resident associates who live with the students, as well as nonresident faculty associates. The
student houses are a place to work, host parties, or just generally hang out.

Athletics

Athletics is another way that students relieve their academic pressures. Students can choose from a variety of
physical education classes each term, including some nontraditional offerings such as scuba diving and rock
climbing. An often overlooked benefit of Caltech's small student body is that almost everyone can play any sport
they want. The coaches rarely turn anyone away who wants to play and is willing to make practices. In fact, almost
thirty percent of the student body isinvolved in intercollegiate athletics at Caltech.

The Arts

The arts also thrive at Caltech, with offerings in music, theater, and the fine arts. Many students and faculty are
talented musicians as well as scientists, and they get together to express themselves instrumentally or chorally
every week through jazz band, concert band, chamber music, orchestra (with Occidental College), and men's and
women's glee clubs. TACIT (Theater Artsat CIT) puts on severa productions each year, and if you don't happen
to be star material, thereis plenty to do backstage. Hands-on art classes are offered every term. Add to this mix the
backdrop of the incredible Los Angeles music, theater, and arts scene, and there is more than enough arts for a
lifetime.

Everyone has seen Los Angeles and Hollywood on TV and in the movies, and
when | decided to come to Caltech | couldn't wait to see what living in Southern
Californiaisreally like. Well, there is more to do in and around Los Angeles
than | could ever hope to do in a lifetimeexcellent restaurants, theme parks, great
movies, the beaches, shopping, museums, concerts, happening dance clubsyou
name it. Pasadena even has its own hip Old Town district with trendy placesto
shop and eat. If you come here, you really have to try to be bored.
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Clubs and Organizations

In addition to athletics and the arts, Caltech is home to over eighty different student clubs, spanning a huge range
of student interests. These clubs include ethnic organizations, religious groups, social clubs, hobby and interest
groups, and gaming societies.

Financial Aid

| knew that Caltech would be expensive, but the good thing is that Caltech's price
tag includes everything: tuition, room and board, student fees, health insurance,
money for books, extra meals, and personal expenses, even travel money if you
live far away. There aren't any hidden costs.

Caltech's policy with respect to financia aid is simple: If a student is admitted, the institute will make it financially
possible for that student to attend. Aslong as the required forms are turned in, every applicant will receive a
financial aid package that will fully meet his or her demonstrated financial need. Applying for financial aid consists
of completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) and the College Scholarship Service Profile
form. These documents enable the Financial Aid Office to determine the amount that the student and his or her
family can reasonably be expected to contribute toward a Caltech education. Any difference between that amount
and the cost of attending Caltech is considered the student's financial need, and the Financial Aid Office will
prepare a student aid package consisting of any combination of scholarships, grants, loans, and work study that will
fully meet that need.

Caltech strives to be fair but generous with its financial aid. For example, Caltech's application processis "need
blind"an applicant's financia situation will not influence the decision to admit or deny. If a student receives an
outside scholarship, that award will go toward reducing the student's loan or work study, rather than reducing
scholarship or grant awards. Additionally, freshmen are not expected to work during the first term. At the same
time, however, Caltech does not use financial aid as a bartering tool to attract students. An admitted student who
tries to bargain for more financial aid using a full scholarship from another university is bound to be disappointed.
However, Caltech is extremely sensitive to actual financial considerations, and will make alterations in financial aid
awards based upon unusual or changing financial circumstances.

< previous page page 74 next page >



< previous page page 75 next page >

Page 75
Work-Sudy

A number of students take advantage of the fact that there are more jobs for students on campus than there are
students and work off a fair portion of their costs through work-study before they graduate. This is made easier by
the fact that Caltech offers flexibility with loans and work-studyit is quite easy to switch from one to the other.
There are al kinds of jobs for students; some of the most popular include research assistant, teaching assistant,
tutor, office assistant, and student waiter. Most of the jobs on campus pay well over seven dollars an hour.

Scholarships

Most of the scholarships awarded by Caltech are need-based; however, each year a limited number of merit-based
scholarships are awarded to incoming students. These merit awards are for $10,000 each and are renewable for a
second year. There is no separate application for the merit awards; all admitted students will be considered.
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors may be awarded other Caltech scholarships based upon academic excellence.

Graduates
PROMINENT GRADS
- Frank Capra, '18, Film Director

- Linus Pauling, 25, Chemist, Political
Activist; Two-time Nobel Prize Winner

- Arnold Beckman, '28, Chemist,
Entrepreneur, Philanthropist

- Moshe Arens, '53, Engineer, Politician,
Israel's Defense or Foreign Minister

- Gordon Moore, '54, Intel Corporation,
Founder and Chairman

- David Ho, '74, Biologist, Time's Man of
the Year

In mid-June of every year, Caltech confers upon approximately 200 happy seniors the degree of Bachelor of
Science. What do Caltech graduates do after they leave Tech? Not unpredictably, about fifty percent of graduates
continue on to a Ph.D. degree in graduate school. These students form the backbone of Caltechthose who will
dedicate their lives to the study and teaching of scientific knowledge. Y et don't be fooled into thinking that all
Caltech grads become professors. The remaining fifty percent use their Caltech education in fields they may never
have dreamed of as high school students.
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Thirty percent enter the workforce, where despite the ups and downs of the national economy, Caltech students are
highly successful at finding excellent jobs, with average starting salaries five or more percent higher than national
averages. Engineers and computer scientists are in high demand, but an increasing number of job offers are coming
from the financial sector, as management consulting and other firms become aware of the fact that Caltech grads
have the problem-solving skills, technical background, and thinking-around-corners attitude that they want.

A proportion of graduates don't fit into any particular mold. Although Caltech does not currently offer a
premedical or prelaw program, a score of graduates are accepted every year into the top medical and law schoolsin
the country. Surprising? How about the students who join the Peace Corps, travel around the world, work or teach
abroad, or decide to start their own businesses? Recent Caltech graduates have done all of those things and more.
Don't think that just because you get a degree from Tech you are locked into a certain career path. The kind of
education that Caltech provides is one that will serve you well, no matter what path you choose to follow.

It's been several years since | graduated from Caltech, and | have to admit that |
have forgotten most of the calculus that | learned. But | have found that some of
the things that | learned at Caltech serve me better than integrals and
derivatives: how to work together with my coworkers, how to approach
problems, and how to come up with unexpected and innovative solutions. And
Caltech has a very supportive network of alumni, many of whom have helped me
throughout my career to find jobs, make business contacts, and generally serve
as sources of information and support. Having the California Institute of
Technology on my résumeé has often been tantamount to the words "open sesame"
in my business career. It can really make a difference.

Summing Up

Trying to capture the spirit of Caltech in a book is like trying to solve a problem in n-dimensionsit can work on
paper, but it's difficult to visualize what it'struly like. Ask any Caltech student or alum what Tech meansto him or
her, and you will get a different answer.
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It's a school that will forever change the way that you think about yourself and the rest of the world. It's a place
where you will make friends that you'll struggle with through endless homework sets and maybe keep for the rest
of your life. It'sa tradition of scientific inquiry that is over 100 years old but is still on the cutting edge. It'sa
beautiful campus that is home to some of the most advanced equipment and esteemed scientific minds in the world,
yet is so casual that you'll often see your professorsin shorts and T-shirts. It's the birthplace of an Honor System
that proves that students will rise to high standards of behavior when given privilege and responsibility. It's a crazy
and amazing four years that will be unlike any you've ever known before.

Caltech is not for everyone. But most Caltech students will agree that their time at Caltech is one of the most
exciting periods of their lives. And to any student who attends Caltech, it is an experience they will never
forgetonce a Techer, aways a Techer.

Debra L. Tuttle, B.S
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Introducing Carnegie Mellon

The atmosphere at Carnegie Mellon is one of the most eclectic of any school. The name "Carnegie Mellon” is often
associated with computers and engineering; others think of it as a school that specializes in art and drama. All of
these people are right. And when you add outstanding programs in the sciences, the humanities and business

administration, you've got the basic academic view of Carnegie Mellon. The students here are as different from
each other as
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you can get, yet everyone till finds waysto interact. There are students here from halfway around the world; there
are students here from two miles away. There are students from all fifty states and over forty foreign countries.
Some people are here building complex electronic devices, and some are making beautiful art. The one thing that
everyone does have in common is that they're committed to what they're doing, and they work hard.

Carnegie Méellon, located about five miles from downtown Pittsburgh, is surrounded by three culturaly active,
residential neighborhoods. Pittsburgh is no longer a city full of factories and smokestacks. Today, the city has
cultural activity and diversity and there is no shortage of things to do and learn. This serves as the perfect setting
for one of the fastest growing universitiesin the country.

In 1900 Andrew Carnegie, a Pittsburgh industrialist and philanthropist, founded Carnegie Institute of Technology
and Margaret Morrison Women's College to educate the sons and daughters of local working class families. In
1967 Carnegi€e's institutions merged with Mellon Institute, founded by Andrew Mellon, and formed Carnegie
Mellon University. In 1968 Margaret Morrison was closed and the College of Humanities and Social Sciences was
founded, forming the basic model of Carnegie Mellon that is seen today. There are now six colleges within the
university: Carnegie Institute of Technology (engineering) (CIT), Mellon College of Science (MCS), School of
Computer Science (SCS), School of Industrial Administration (SIA), College of Humanities and Social Sciences
(H&SS), and College of Fine Arts (CFA).

Carnegie Méllon has an incredibly distinctive history and, luckily, many of the traditions live on. Directly inside
the doors of Baker Hall is a portrait of the profile of Arthur Hamerschlag, the first president of the university.
Legend has it that it's good luck to rub his nose. Although they wouldn't admit it, many students have been caught
rubbing the nose during exam time.

One of the rituals that students would not deny taking part in is the painting of the fence. When Carnegie Mellon
was till divided between men and women, the two schools were literally separated by a ravine. The one footbridge
that connected the two campuses was where all of the men and women met in their free time. Then, when the
College of Fine Arts building was built, the builders leveled a hill and filled in the ravine. The students of both
schools were so disappointed that the administration built a fence in the bridge's place, but this was not a good idea
because the fence really had no point. The night before it was to be torn down, a group of fraternity brothers
painted the fence to advertise a party. The party was such a huge success that it became a tradition to paint the
fence. Today, anyone can paint the fence. The only rules are that the fence must be painted, with a paintbrush,
between 12:00 A.M. and 6:00 A.M., and whoever paints the fence must guard it for twenty-four hours or as long
as they
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want their painting to stay. The fence paintings range from messages from fraternities advertising parties to happy
birthday wishes to friends.

Carnegie Mellon is also one of the only universities that uses bagpipes to greet its freshmen on the first day and say
farewell to graduates at commencement. Carnegie's Scottish heritage is celebrated even today. The name of our
marching band, the Kiltie Band, says it all; every member of the band wears authentic Scottish garb (yes, including
kilts). Carnegie Mellon is also the only university in the United States that offers a music degree in bagpiping. If
you're not interested in majoring in it, there's also a bagpipe club (no kidding).

| never realized how different my college experience was from that of my friends.
| never knew how many different people could live together on one campus. Like
alot of other people that have never really left home, | just figured everybody
would be more or less like me. | was so wrong. But I've learned so much from
just being here that | wouldn't trade it for anything.

Admissions Requirements

What does it take to get into Carnegie Mellon? The Office of Admission looks at a lot of different elements when
choosing who getsin. Basically, the admissions counselors are trying to get a feel of who you are and what you've
done. Unlike many people think, it isn't only your transcript that admissions counselors look at. Of course, high
school grades are fairly important, but they are definitely not everything. The Office of Admission also looks at
your standardized test scores (SATs or ACTSs), your essay, activities you've been involved in, personal
recommendations, your portfolio, your audition, and your interview. Obviously, depending on your magjor, you
probably won't need to submit all of these things.

There is no set formulafor how people get accepted. In some cases, one element (like test scores) may not be as
strong as you'd like, but something else (like extracurricular activities) will make up for it. What admissions
counselors look at also depends heavily on what your intended major is. For example, if you are applying to be a
math major, they will concentrate on your math grades and scores more than on other things.

However, what they are looking for is a relatively well-rounded student who will take full advantage of the
opportunity to come here. Y our best bet isto do your best in everything and,
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above dl, get involved! Most Carnegie Mellon students are involved in much more than just class workthe
admissions counselors want to find people who will be willing to take part in other things. This doesn't mean just
gports or clubs. Y our activities can be interests or hobbies.

There is no grade or score that will get you in or keep you out of Carnegie Mellon. The decision comes from a
number of different considerations that the counselors use to decide whether Carnegie Méellon isright for you.

To apply to Carnegie Méllon, you can call or write and request an application for admission. Y ou can also apply
on the Web. Once you're on the mailing list, the university will send you al the information you need. When you
apply, you must indicate which college within the university you'd like to apply to. If you're still not sure what you
want to major in (which college), you can mark as many colleges as you'd like for no additional charge. Keep in
mind that it is possible to be admitted to one college and rejected from another.

Requirements for Majors

The classes that you need to have taken in high school depend on what you're planning on majoring in. Each major
has dlightly different requirements, so be sure to check on that. Every major requires that you take four years of
English; beyond that, it depends on the major. Of course, as long as you carry a normal high school course load,
you should fulfill al of the requirements. Y ou must submit scores from either the SAT | or the ACT. In most
cases, you also need to take at least one SAT Il (in most cases you heed to take three). If your intended major does
require an SAT I, it will be English Composition. Beyond that, you're usually required to take one in math (any
level) and another of your choice.

Interviews

Recommendations and interviews are two of the best ways to show the Office of Admission who you readlly are.
Interviews are suggested, but not required. They not only give an admissions counselor an opportunity to learn
more about you, but give you an opportunity to learn more about the school. For those students who are too far
away to come to campus for an interview, the school also offers hometown interviews. These interviews serve the
same purpose as campus interviews (although you won't see the campus). Alumni interviews in your hometown are
available as well.
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Academic Life

The students of Carnegie Mellon come from a number of different backgrounds. The one thing that everyone hasin
common is that they have worked hard to get here. Most of the students come from the top of their high school
classes. At first, many of them are surprised that they are not necessarily in the same position here; however, they
soon realize that they are gaining something even more valuable than a class rank. They are surrounded by people
and situations that challenge them and inspire them to work harder.

Nobody ever said that being a student at Carnegie Mellon was easy, but it is certainly not impossible. Y ou may be
working hard and studying more than you'd expected, but so is everybody else. People understand what their
colleagues are going through and they help each other.

When | was getting ready to come here, | was really worried because | thought |
wouldn't be able to handle the work load. All I had heard was how hard it was
and how much everybody had to work. Now that | look back onit, I do have a lot
of work to do, but it was as if | was eased into it. I'm used to it. Plus, all of my
friends have the same amount of work to do, so | don't feel that I'm the only one
studying so much.

Although Carnegie Mellon is an extremely competitive school, students learn early that they need to help and
support each other to succeed. People are willing to explain a difficult concept or give constructive criticism
because they know that at some point they will probably need the same favor.

For every class, thereis a study session offered before a test. In many cases, the professor or a teaching assistant
will organize a review session to help members of the class. In addition to this, many students take it upon
themselves to start their own study groups. In addition to helping and being helped by their peers, many students
find this to be a good way to get to know people in their classes.

Classes and Faculty

The faculty/student ratio is nine to one; the average class size is between twenty-five and thirty-five students. This
also takes into consideration the larger lectures. The largest
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lecture hall on campus seats 250, which is relatively small compared to other universities. Most of the classes that
have lectures this size are introductory classes that many students are required to take. In classes with lectures this
size, there is always a recitation offered with the lecture. The recitation is a smaller group (ten to twenty people)
led by ateaching assistant (TA) or graduate student who discusses the concepts and subjects covered in the lecture.
In all cases, the TA and professor will aways have office hours for people who may need extra help, and, in most
cases, they will also give the class members (no matter how many) their office (and sometimes home) telephone
number and e-mail address. Some professors even host social gatherings to become better acquainted with their
students.

When | was looking at schools, | was intimidated by Carnegie Mellon's
reputation. I came for a visit and was really surprised to find that the students
were normal peopletheir rooms were messy and they procrastinated, just like
me! Snce I've been here, I've found teachers and classmates to be very
supportive. It's an intense environment, but | don't feel I'min it alone.

The course load and the kind of work you do depends on what college you're in and what you're majoring in.
Computer science majors will obviously spend a lot of time at their computers, while architecture majors will
spend a lot of time in their studios. While one person is working on problem sets every night, another will be
writing a long paper. Everyone will say that his or her work is the hardest, but the truth is that everyone is doing
the kind of work they enjoy (or they should be). It'simpossible to classify the class work here into one category.
Every class has its own pattern.

No matter what a person's major is, he or she will have a few classes in other areas. For example, computer science
majors are required to take non-computer related electives (such as an English class), people in the humanities are
required to take a math class and two science classes, and every freshman needs to take an introductory English
class.

Computers

Any student at Carnegie Mellon would tell you that this is a very computer-oriented campus. Almost everything,
from communicating with professors to signing up for classes is done over the Internet. One of the first things
students are taught when they come here is how to use the campus network, Andrew. Every freshman is required to
pass a class
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called Computer Skills Workshop (CSW), which covers everything from word processing to e-mail. Students with
computer experience can test out of the class. Almost everything is announced over the Internet. Most classes and
student organizations have their own electronic bulletin boards to make announcements and have discussions.

Students aren't required to have their own computers, but many have them. There are computer clustersin many of
the dorms and in every academic building. Every dorm room has ethernet hookups in case the students do have a
computer of their own, so they have access to the Internet from their rooms. The need for a computer depends on
the mgjor. Some people, who have a lot of work to do on computers, find it convenient to not have to leave their
room to get their work done. Others, who don't do a lot of work with computers, don't have any need for them.
Your best bet isto wait until you get to school and figure it out then (if you don't aready have one).

Social Life and Activities
The Campus

Carnegie Mellon istechnically in a city. The campusis self-contained and surprisingly open for a city campus.
There's grass and trees and (if you're in the right dorm) you never have to cross the street. The campusis also fairly
safe. Pittsburgh's crime rate is relatively low compared to the national average. With relative security and other
cultural benefits, Pittsburgh has continually been named one of the country's most livable cities. Because the
Carnegie Mellon campusiis so self-contained, it's even safer.

The university has about fifty security employees. About half are sworn police officers who have the power to
make arrests; the other half are security guards. These guards and officers patrol the campus (on foot and in cars)
twenty-four hours a day. If something does happen on campus, the campus police will hang up "crime reports’ on
all of the bulletin boards and in all of the dormsto keep everybody informed.

In addition to the campus police, there are many student-run safety organizations. There is an escort shuttle bus
(driven by students) that runs within two miles of the campus and will bring you home if you don't want to walk off
campus aone. If you feel unsafe walking across campus aone, you can call Safewalk and two students will come
and walk you wherever you need to go.
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Unwinding

Although the academic environment can get fairly intense, Carnegie Mellon students definitely know how to
unwind. After a full week of classes and schoolwork, everybody's ready to relax and have some fun. A common
stereotype of Carnegie Mellon students is that they can never tear themselves away from their computers. While
everybody here has probably had a few weekends when they spent much of it working, it is much more common
for students to find other, non-work-related things to do.

When | got here, upperclassmen kept telling me about how they had pulled all-
nighters and had gone days without sleep. | got a little scared, and then | got
worried because | was sleeping (I thought maybe | was doing something wrong).
Finally | realized that it was said to psyche each other out. I've noticed that
people say they haven't dlept as a way to brag about how much time they've
spent working. I'm a junior now, and | can honestly say that I've never pulled an
all-nighter. 1've had a few very late nights, but those are spent just as much
talking with friends as they are working.

Off Campus

A lot of students jump at the chance to get off campus on the weekends. The Carnegie Mellon campus is situated in
the middle of three major shopping areas. Oakland, Shadyside, and Squirrel Hill. Between these three areas you can
find shopping, restaurants, movie theaters, coffeehouses, museums, and nightclubs (and this is al within walking
distance). Beyond that, it is easy to catch a city bus going downtown or to a nearby shopping mall. Pittsburgh is
full of things to do, from the cultural to the just plain fun. You can go to the symphony one night and then goto a
Pittsburgh Penguins game the next. The possibilities are endless.

Athletics

Of course, you don't need to leave campus to find something to do. Carnegie Mellon has nine varsity sports. There
are also many more intramural and club sports (these range from very competitive to strictly for fun). Even if
you're not interested in participating in one of these sports, you'll probably have at least one friend who does.
Around ninety percent of the student body participatesin an intramural or club sport at one point or another.
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Organizations

Beyond sports, there are over 100 student organizations on campus. The student body of Carnegie Mellon is
incredibly diverse, so it is obvious that the list of clubswould be just as diverse. From organizations celebrating
ethnic heritage to clubs based on political views to clubs made up of people who liketo play chess, thereisa club
here for everyone. And even if thereisn't, all you have to do to start one is find a few people with your common
interest and apply to the student senate to be recognized. Student organizations recognized by the senate are open
to any student and vary in size from a few people (usually the newer clubs have fewer members) to a lot of people.

| had been involved in drama in high school, but | knew | wouldn't be able to
take part in the drama productions here because | wasn't a drama major. | was
so excited when | found out about Scotch and Soda, a group of non-drama
majors who put on shows throughout the year. 1've met some of my best friends
through XS

Scotch and Soda, an amateur theater group, has a long tradition at Carnegie Mellon. Throughout the year the group
produces two full-length shows and several one-act plays. The playwrights of both Godspell and Pippin were not
only Carnegie Mellon alumni, but Scotch and Soda members.

Fraternities and Sororities

Throughout the year, the thirteen fraternities and five sororities on campus plan various events open to the entire
campus. These events have, in the past, included talent shows, dance marathons, and the annual Mr. Fraternity
contest. The Greek system (fraternities and sororities) make up about twenty percent of the campus. Many of those
involved in the Greek system enjoy it because it gives members a chance to get to know other students and to take
part in large social events (each fraternity and sorority also takes part in several charity events), but the number is
low enough to not overwhelm the campus. If a student chooses not to join the Greek system, he or she will still
have no problem having a socid life. It is also very common for people to interact with many peoplein an
organization without being a member.
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Soring Carnival

Each spring, the campus comes together for Carnegie Mellon's annual Spring Carnival. This three-day event
includes shows, concerts, and contests. The two biggest elements of Spring Carnival are Booth and Buggy. Each
organization has the opportunity to build a booth corresponding to the carnival's theme, and each structure includes
agame in which all of the money raised goes to charity. These booths are often quite large and quite elaborate.

These same organizations build buggies, high-tech soapbox derby cars, to race through Schenley Park. The buggies
look like torpedoes on wheels and are driven by the smallest student (usually a female) that the organization can
find. People push the buggies up the hill and then let them coast through the park (some get up to speeds of thirty-
five to forty miles per hour).

Buggy has been one of the highlights of my life at Carnegie Mellon. At firgt, |
wasn't sure about it. Everyone seemed to know exactly what they were doing but
| had no clue. However, the first time | pushed, the whole team ran along beside
me cheeringafter that first push, | felt like a pro. I've also made a lot of friends
through Buggy. There'sa lot to be said about the friends you can make getting
up at 5:00 A.M. on a weekend.

Financial Aid

The total cost of ayear at Carnegie Mellon, including tuition, room and board, books, etc.), can run as high as
$30,000. With a price tag like this, it's obvious that many students will need some kind of financia aid. Depending
on your financial need, your financial aid package might include a combination of grants, loans, and work-study.
About seventy percent of the freshmen who entered in a recent year received some sort of financial aid. The
average package was about $16,600. Although you are not guaranteed financial assistance, most people who are
eligible and in need receive it.

Work-study gives students the opportunity to have on-campus jobs in order to make money to pay some of their
college expenses. These jobs include positions in offices, food service, the child-care facility, and the library, to
name a few. These jobs usually don't take up more than ten to fifteen hours a week and they alow the student to
make extra money that they might need to buy books or for other necessities. Since there are so many jobs
available, students may work on campus even if they don't qualify for need-based work-study.
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My parents own a small business and don't have a lot of extra money. When |
applied to Carnegie Mellon, | was worried that the cost would be too high for
them to afford. If it wasn't for the financial aid, thereis no chance that | would
be here. I've talked to several of my friends about this and many of them are in
the same position.

Graduates

There are almost 46,000 Carnegie Mellon alumni spread out all over the world. The goals achieved and
backgrounds of these alumni are as diverse as when they began their careers at Carnegie Mellon. There is no one
category that all graduates fit into. There are Carnegie Mellon alumni who have become great actors, writers,
artists, and scientists, over 2,000 aumni are presidents or vice-presidents of corporations, more than 1,400 teach as
professors at universities, and thirty are deans.

PROMINENT GRADS:
- Jack Klugman, '48, Actor
- Andy Warhol, '49, Artist

- Raymond Smith, '59, Bell Atlantic
Chairman and CEO

- Paul Allaire, '66, Xerox Chairman and
CEO

- Iris Ranier Dart, '66, Novelist

- Ted Danson, '72, Actor

- Holly Hunter, '80, Actress

- Rob Marshall, '82, Choreographer

- Keith Lockhart, ‘83, Music Conductor

Very few of these people graduate and go immediately to the top; however, many of these graduates are used to
working hard to achieve their goals. After four years at Carnegie Mellon, these people know how to get the job
done. Because of Carnegie Mellon's reputation for preparing students with real-world and practical experience,
employers are eager to hire recent Carnegie Mellon graduates. About seventy-five percent of graduates get job
offers within six months of graduation, while another twenty-two percent go on to graduate school immediately
after commencement.

There is alarge network of Carnegie Mellon graduates organized all over the world. This network helps fellow
alumni who decide to relocate or need advice concerning a job. It is also an invaluable resource for meeting people
in your field. The one thing that all Carnegie Mellon alumni do have in common is the pride and tradition of being
part of this network. Y ou could
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go anywhere in the world and be able to chat with alumni about Spring Carnival or Schenley Park. Although
alumni may have complained about their classes or other things while they were here, very few can admit that
being a student at Carnegie Mellon did not help them in the long run.

Summing Up

Carnegie Mellon has, in a word, everythingthere is nothing that you could not find at Carnegie Mellon. Walking
across the Cut (the grassy area in the middle of campus), you can see people studying, playing Frisbee, reciting
poetry, sleeping . . . the list could go on and on. The people who end up coming to Carnegie Mellon are from all
over the world, with different cultures, different beliefs, and different interests. But they all exist together. People
say that going away to college is as educational outside of the classroom asiit isinside. This has never been more
truethan it is at Carnegie Mellon.

Being from Pittsburgh originally, | was worried when | came to Carnegie Mellon
because | thought that 1'd miss out on the experience of going to a college out of
state, but I've met so many interesting people, not only from all over the country,
but all over the world! Even though | didn't leave Pittsburgh, | feel that I've
learned more than | would have if | had gone away to another schooal.

There is so much here, it can be very intimidating at first. Where do | go? What do | do? How do | make friends?
It'simpossible to know exactly how to approach it. Fortunately, somebody has already planned this. For the first
week that freshmen are on campus they are involved in, as many students would tell you, the best orientation
anywhere. Through the entire week, students take part in planned activities, learn how to deal with being away
from home, and meet more people than they could ever remember. This orientation is just the beginning of the
series of support systems that exist here. No matter what you're doing, there will always be somebody there to help
you. There are programs here ranging from peer tutoring to peer counseling. If you have a problem that you don't
think a peer can help you with, the professors and other staff are aways willing to try to help you. Basically, no
matter what's going on, if you look for help, you'll find it.

< previous page page 89 next page >



< previous page page 90 next page >

Page 90

The students that attend Carnegie Mellon are motivated, driven, and goal-oriented. Everyone here knows that
everyone else has worked hard to get here. They're all in the same boat, and this brings everyone closer together.
College is about the things you learn and the friends you make in the process. You'll have both at Carnegie Mellon.

There isn't anybody who goes hereor has ever gone herewho won't tell you that
everything about this place is intense. People work hard. They have goals and
dreams. But they also have friends and fun. Don't ever let anybody tell you that
it's too hard.

Jessica Demers, Class of 1999

< previous page page 90 next page >



< previous page page 91 next page >

Page 91

Claremont Mckenna College

2N Claremont McKenna College Claremont, CA 91711 ﬁR Enrollment

@ ___women: 411
74 (909) 621-8088 Full-time __ men: 541

e

==}. E-mail: admission@mckenna.edu

=4 \Web site: http://www.mckenna.edu

-
-

Introducing Claremont Mckenna

At Claremont McKenna College, each student islooked at as an individual. Each education has a significant
meaning, as if each student is an investment. Indeed, CMC believes its small libera arts environment is a training
ground for tomorrow's leaders. Boasting alumni who include California State Senator Robert Hurtt and
Congressman David Dreier, CMC has proven that a personal education provides its students with much sought-
after decisionmaking abilities.

< previous page page 91 next page >



< previous page page 92 next page >

Page 92

CMC's strength is leadership, with its curriculum emphasizing economics, government, international relations, and
public affairs. From the first day of freshman introductions, students are encouraged to speak up, speak out, and
speak clearly. When students are not taking oral exams or giving individual presentations, CM Cers are found
engaged in debate with their professors and each other. With a 9:1 student-faculty ratio, the "large" classes contain
around thirty students. Some classes are as small as six, and it is not unheard of to have a one-on-one course with
a professor. There is no getting lost in the throng, nor escaping the probing eyes of a professor who wants to make
sure each and every student is comprehending the course material.

My first freshman literature class assignment was to write a 250-word essay on a
book | felt was significant to my life. The professor said it wouldn't be graded; he
merely wanted to get a feel for who we were and what our writing styles were
like. | wanted to choose something that defined me, something that truly stood
out. Amidst the essays on Walden, the Grapes of Wrath, and the Bible, | slipped
my paper atop the pilea piece on Dr. Seuss' Oh, the Places you'll Go!

Our professor brought back a pile of crumpled essays, stained from top to
bottom with red ink. We sucked in our breath as he began to pass out the papers.
"Weak. Lacking. Drivel." He offered a one word comment for each student,
laying each essay face down. When he reached my seat, he paused a moment
before laying my marked up essay face-up. "Mediocre."

After momentarily reveling that my paper hadn't been labeled as "Trash,” the
insult set in. Mediocre? Me, the composition goddess, the mighty ruler of the
written word? Believing my book choice to be the cause of the resulting
comment, | marched to my professor's office and demanded an explanation.

"The content was lacking, your argument was weak, and the grammatical errors
were horrendous,” | was told. But before | could hang up my hopes for a tasseled
mortarboard, my professor added: "The risk you took was mediocre.”

That was the day | found out my perceived status of Queen Rulerthe one my ago
had claimed after tallying an endless stream of complimentsin high schoolhad
been reduced. Strangely, | didn't mind. My new status was Student. And boy, did
| have alot to learn!
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Outside of the classroom, students continue to debate everything from current political issues to whether Collins
Dining Hall should serve more ice cream or frozen yogurt. The majority of students participate in student
government, whether as a dormitory president, a liaison to the Academic Committee, a party chair, or a community
service coordinator. Even socially, CMC teaches students to be the kind of leaders who are responsible decision-
makers.

Background and Location

CMC was established in 1946 as the third college in the fivesoon to become sixClaremont Colleges cluster.
Modeled after England's Oxford University and its tradition of multiple small colleges, The Claremont Colleges
offer the best of both worlds. Students can cross-register for any class offered at any of the other Claremont
Colleges. CMC students thus have the personal attention a small college offers, aong with the diversity of a large
campus that the cluster presents with its various academic strengths and socia offerings.

Located in a small town thirty-five miles east of downtown Los Angeles, the fifty-acre campus is self-sustaining by
necessity. Students are responsible for planning their own entertainment, and there is never a shortage of activities
or parties. Whenever a desire for some special interest activity pops up, students quickly jump on the organizational
bandwagon.

Why CMC? It's a question I've grown accustomed to hearing, and one that |'ve
never had to stop to ponder an answer.

Attending school in Claremont had been the furthest thing from my mind before |
visited CMC. Claremont seemed too close for comfort to my home and family,
and | envisioned my college years to be on a large campus in a metropolitan
area. But Mom and Dad swore by the excellent reputation of The Claremont
Colleges, so | promised at least to consider CMC, if only to humor them.

Was | ever glad my parents twisted my arm! From the first time | visited the
campus, | sensed CMC possessed something special. The students seemed truly
upbeat here, and | was amazed at how friendly everyone was. As | walked
through the quad with my host, every passing student said hello, and many
stopped to chat with usquite a contrast with the sterile environments | had
viewed at larger campuses.
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Classes were equally amazing. Not only were they smaller than any I'd seen
elsewhere, but the professors actually knew every student's full name! That was
the deciding factor. | realized the best place for me was here, where | was an
individual with a face and an opinion rather than just a name on a roster.

Admission Requirements

CMC recruitsfor potential alumni; if the qualified candidate is the one who admission officers believe will succeed
in the classroom and contribute to the campus community, then the ideal candidate is the one who they believe will
take that successful education and apply it in their career and in life.

At thefirst level of the admission process, an applicant's academic achievement is reviewed, with the assumption
that past performance will correlate with future performance. A habit of high school activities, such as community
service, athletics, student government, or a part-time job, is another important indicator of an ability to manage
time wisely. High school involvement also shows the possible ways a student might contribute to the campus
community.

"We would like to see a few activities in which the student has maintained long-term depth and commitment over
time rather than a long laundry list of things that ook like they're just trying to gather brownie points on their
application,” says CMC Dean of Admission Richard Vos.

Applicants are asked to list the number of years and of hours they participated in each high school activity. The
application also asks if the student plansto participate in similar college activities.

At the next level of admission analysis, application readers look for evidence of advanced coursework. The types
of courses a student has taken are looked at in the context of what the high school offers, as some secondary
schools have honors courses, others Advanced Placement or international baccalaureate, and others college
preparatory classes.

A student's transcript is reviewed for the pattern of grades throughout the high school career. CMC admission
officerstarget students with progressive grades and those with outstanding academic performance in the senior
year. That last year is crucia, Vos said, because
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students who carry their grades through to the end will likely be people who see projects through and complete
tasksto the best of their ability. Each year, CMC draws a number of National Merit finalists and semifinalists, as
well as high school valedictorians.

Sandardized Tests

CMC usesthe SAT | and the ACT as numerical measures of academic performance. At least one of these two tests
is required, though most students opt to submit scores for both. The mgjority of those admitted in 1997 scored
above 600 on the Verbal portion of SAT | (eight-four percent). On SAT | Math, fifty-three percent scored above
600. Scores for the ACT were also high, with ninety percent of applicants garnering above twenty-eight points. The
admission committee highly regards those who strive for self-improvement. Don't wait until the last minute to take
the tests. Those who make an effort to improve their test scores are looked upon favorably.

Recommendations and Personal Satement

The remainder of the freshman application consists of recommendations from the applicant's school guidance
counselor and from a teacher; a personal statement in which the student may discuss personality traits, specia
achievements, or an unusual experience, any of which may distinguish their application from others; and an essay
on an event, occurrence, or issue of local, state, national, or international importance that took place within the last
five years. Students tend to write their essays on the hot topic of the moment (many recent essays have dealt with
police brutality, cloning, and the media's coverage of the O.J. Simpson case). An interview is recommended, but
not required.

Admission Plans

Freshmen are admitted in both the fall and spring. Early Decision, Early Admission, and Deferred Admission plans
are available. To apply for Early Decision, applicants must submit all materials by November 15. Regular
Admission applications are due January 15 for fall entry and November 1 for spring entry.

In its entirety, the application tells a lot about the personal makeup of each applicant, including behavior, attitude,
beliefs, and preferences.

"We're not trying to maximize pure intellectual performance,” Vos says. "Certainly, we want to have good grades,
test scores, and recommendations, but we balance it a lot more with other considerations.”

Adds Professor John Ferling, chairman of the Admission Committee, "What we are look-
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ing for are men and women with all-around qualifications. While we are interested very much in the academic
part, we do not like 'grade grabbers'students who study very hard for grades, not necessarily for understanding and
learning."

There are no geographical or gender quotas at CMC, and the Admission Committee is gender- and ethnicity-blind
in the reading of applications. The school does try to recruit nationally, and is active in encouraging women and
minorities to apply.

Academic Life

The faculty at CMC takes an interest in each of their students. With average class sizes ranging from eighteen to
twenty-one, the professors address each student by name after only a few class sessions. It is quickly noticed when
a student is absent from class, and professors are known to telephone students to find out the reason. CMC
professors are easily accessible, and many will accommodate meetings with students outside of their regular office
hours. Many professors will have lunch in the dining hall, and spirited debates between groups of students and
professors often arise during the meal.

| had assumed my class was going to be canceled. The entirety of my
Introduction to Compar ative Government cour se consisted of myself and the
professor. Even stranger, my professor wasn't waiting for anyone else to arrive
that first day of class. He began promptly at 2.30 P.M. by handing me a syllabus
and explaining why each text had been chosen.

| looked around nervously, knowing | needed to take this course this semester in
order to get through my required courses. There was no way a professor would
teach a courseand an intro course at thatto a single student. We talked for the
remainder of the class period, me on the edge of my seat thinking at any minute
the professor would say, "It's canceled.”

As we reached the end of the hour, my professor smiled and said, " See you next
week." And that's how it went for the entire semester. Talk about personal
attention!
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Majors

CMC offers single mgjors, double majors, and a specially designed dual major, which rewards students for intense
study in two subjects with fewer required courses than a double major. Many students choose this option to allow
for a greater number of electives. There are also special majors like politics, philosophy, and economics (PPE), or
students may design their own major, subject to approval.

Because of the unique set-up of The Claremont Colleges cluster, students may take courses from a wide spectrum
including Dances of Mexico, Literature in the Age of Darwin, Science Fiction and the Alien, Life Course of
Women, and Juvenile Delinquency.

Grades

Grades are based on a twelve-point scale, with 12 equaling an A, 11 an A-, and so forth. Attendance, class
participation, essays, and tests all mean points, and are thus all pivotal to academic success at CMC. Because
students are competing only against themselves, cutthroat practices are unknown here. Making the Dean's List for a
semester requires a 10.0 average. Students maintaining 11.0 and above qualify as Distinguished Scholars.

Requirements

At the core of the CMC education are general requirements of three semesters of social science, two each of
sciences and humanities, and one each of English, math, a foreign language, and civilization. There is much room
to explore through the general requirements, and these can help the undecided major choose a field of study.

Additionally, all CMCers are required to complete a senior thesis, a substantial paper on the subject of the student's
choice. Seniors choose a faculty reader and decide whether the work will be a one-semester or two-semester
project. A thesisis considered by aimost every student to be the greatest challenge of their scholastic career.
Students compose between seventy and several hundred pages for this feat, and after dropping off the final
submission, many can be seen dancing in the fountain, spraying each other with fine mists of champagne. Indeed,
the feeling is that after you've done a CMC thesis, everything else life throws your way will be a piece of cake.

Research and Other Programs

Opportunities to participate in ground-breaking research abound. The school supports no less than eight research
institutes, including the Rose Institute of State and Local Government, which was a key resource for government
officias during the redistricting of
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California. CMC also organizes practicum programs in a variety of subjects for students to have a hands-on
experience. Recent programs have included practica on creative cinematography and a simulation of how groups
interact when confined in small spaces.

Lectures

Outside of the classroom, students may increase their educational awareness by attending lectures on current topics
of debate. International Place, the home of the international program of The Claremont Colleges, offers weekly
luncheon speakers on the CMC campus with discussions on the political climate abroad. Most weeknights CMC
holds lectures in the Marian Miner Cook Athenaeum. Drawing prominent guest lecturers in politics, psychology,
music, art, entertainment, and many other fields, the "Ath" offers a taste of culture along with culinary splendor.
Feasting on such delights as gazpacho, couscous, Maine lobster, and petit fours, students have interacted with
speakers including authors Ray Bradbury and Ken Kesey (One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest) and actor Danny
Glover. Best of al, every Ath lecture is free to CMC students. With the fine dining and conversation in the plush
meeting hall, many students find time to attend Ath lectures several times a month.

Social Life and Activities

It's 8.00 on a Thursday night at CMC. Hamlet has been read, bio notes for
Monday's test reviewed, the Con Law paper due in two weeks has been outlined.
Once the studying is done, what on earth does a CMC student do?

A flyer on the dorm bulletin board says that Claremont musician Matt Nathanson
is performing at eleven. There's an action flick playing on the big screen over at
the Hub (the student snack bar and lounge) in an hour. Party at Benson Hall.
Sill have some time before the evening's adventures get startedmaybe a buddy
will want to grab a cup of frozen yogurt at the nearby 21 choices.

Choices. That iswhat social life at CMC is all about. There is so much to do, so many clubsto join, sports to play,
causes to espouse. With so many options, the question CMC students find themselves asking is not "What will 1 do
today?" but rather "Which activities am | going to have to sacrifice this semester?"

< previous page page 98 next page =



< previous page page_ 99 next page >

Page 99

Around ninety-five percent of CMC students choose to live on campus. CMC offers plenty of high-tech options for
entertainment. There's cable television on the Hub's big screen and TV s with satellite dishesin all of the dorm
lounges. Each dorm room has its own Internet hookup, and there are additional hook-ups in the computer lab.

Gender and Ethnic Activities

CMC sponsors a variety of gender and ethnic activities. Some recent events included workshops on how to spot
and prevent sexua harassment and a speaking appearance by actor James Earl Jones during Black History Month.
An annual International Festival, complete with traditional food, dance, and song from countries around the world,
is the best-attended event on campus. CMC has its own Women's Forum, a club focusing on women's issues. It
also supports ethnic education centers shared by The Claremont College's cluster, including the Office of Black
Student Affairs, the Chicano/Latino Studies Center, and the Asian-American Resource Center.

"The relationship between different ethnic groups on campusis very fruitful,” says Anton Winder, '98, an African
American. "There are a lot of politically active organizations and a lot of personswho are very concerned with
promoting cultural diversity and demonstrating why it'simportant to value cultural diversity."

Community Service

Community service is a popular activity both groups of students and individuals engage in. CMC students have
volunteered at the local House of Ruth shelter for battered women, tutored at area public schools, and assisted with
environmental clean-ups at southern California beaches and mountain regions. Recent group effortsincluded a trip
to an orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico, where participants held a volunteer clean-up.

On- and Off-Campus Activities

A thriving nonalcoholic scene is present throughout the week. Events include Coffeehouse, a weekend evening
"cafe" at the student center where students can enjoy free coffee, hot chocolate, and tea while listening to live
bands. There isaso Thursday Night Live, an evening event that has included performances by a hypnotist and
comedy routines. The campus Playbill club presents recently released movies on campus for two dollars a showing.

For a truly cultural experience, students can head off campus for a play, museum, or sporting event with the
Cultural Affairs Committee, a group that purchases group rate tickets
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and coordinates transportation for these activities. The committee has held recent trips to Cirque du Soleil and
major productions of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat and Riverdance.

Just about any weeknight after 9:00 P.M ., the Hub's snack bar, dining area, and video game corner are filled with
bodies and activity. Right next door, students line up in the Frazee student lounge for games of foosball and pool,
or a chance to switch the music on the stereo system.

Parties

There's always a party in progress on at least one of the campuses within the Claremont cluster. CMC throws its
share, including a popular seventies-themed "Disco Inferno” party, where students head out to area thrift shops to
purchase bell-bottom slacks and platform shoes. The annual Homecoming bash, also known as Monte Carlo, serves
up the appropriate gambling atmosphere complete with faux blackjack, craps, and roulette tables.

Dorms

Dormitory spirit runs high at CMC. While the college does not have fraternities or sororities, dorms fiercely
compete to be number one at anything and everything. After struggling to create the best-themed party or to collect
the most clothing for local shelters, dorms head for the battleground of glorythe local ice rink. There, opposing
dorm teams butt heads in games of broomball, a version of ice hockey played with broomsin place of hockey
sticks.

The majority of CMCers engage in multiple activities through the entire week. Many are involved in sports, clubs,
community service, student government, and campus employment. Among the 185 groups on campus, CMC has
booming Republican and Democrat clubs, a forensics team, a literary magazine, two campus newspapers, and an
international club with its own facility.
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Before breakfast, after class, during my lunch hour, into the wee hours of the
mor ningwhenever | could find a spare moment, | was participating in some club
or activity. Like most CMCers, | found time for the evening meetings of a
spectrum of clubs: College Republicans, Women's Forum, the Volunteer Sudent
Admission Committee. On Sundays, | was at meetings challenging other dorms to
broomball competitions in my capacity as a dormitory president, on Tuesday
afternoon | was planning a trip to see a taping of The Jay Leno Show through the
class council, and Wednesday | met with the other members of the Social Affairs
Committee to scheme how we could get a local company to donate food and
beverage for a campus country western party.

Mondays were production nights at the student newspaper office. I'd usually take
a change of clothes and my books with me to the newspaper, in case it was going
to be an all-nighter. And sleep? | don't remember getting any. By graduation, it
fell like | had been involved with half the clubs on my campus. | only wished |
had another four yearsto try out more of the others.

Financial Aid

Thefirst time | saw the price tag of a CMC education, my eyes bulged and my
heart fell. | handed the information packet back to the admission officer, picked
up my bag, and muttered, "There's no way my folks can afford this." With the
price tag of many private colleges being what it is, a working class kid like me
has to leave it at that, abandoning the dream of attending anything but a
community college. But the CMC admission officer reassured me that if | was
admitted, the college would make every effort to work with my family on the
financial end.

Though | trusted that promise, | still anticipated heartbreak. | didn't even bother
to show my dad the numbers. CMC seemed an impossible dream.
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The acceptance letter arrived in the same envelope as my financial aid award.
Hands trembling, | ripped open the financial aid packet and tallied the numbers.
I'd have to take out a reasonable loan, I'd have to work a few hours every week
at an on-campus job, and there it wasa completely affordable amount from my
family. CMC said it would foot a huge chunk of the bill in the form of a grant
that | wouldn't be required to repay. Thanks goodness for a fiscally responsible
college with strong financial support from its alumni!

Almost seventy-five percent of all CMCers receive some form of financial aid, with more than half receiving need-
based aid. The average freshman award is $15,808. Campus jobs abound, with everything from ringing up sales in
the student store, to proofreading copy for the school newspaper, to putting the tablecloths on at the Athenaeum
lecture hall.

Additionally, CMC invites freshmen to compete for the thirty McKenna Achievement Awards of $3,000 or $5,000
each. The awards are not need-based, though applicants must have the full CMC admission application completed
by January 1 to apply. McKenna Scholars are required to maintain a GPA in the upper half of their class and carry
a minimum of three courses in a semester in order to remain eligible for the grant.

Another way CMC works to keep the student's cost down is to keep them on the "four-year plan." The college does
its best to ensure that everyone is taking all of their required classes by holding one-on-one mandatory meetings
between students and the faculty advisor of their choice. Unlike many state colleges, it'srelatively easy to enroll in
all of on€e's required courses.

Graduates

The CMC education does not stop after graduation. Throughout the year, CMC's active alumni association plans
educational seminars, speaker events, and mixers for alums, many of which are free. In recent years, all-day alumni
workshops have been held on campus with topics including use and significance of the Internet and building an
investment portfolio. Another recent event was a luncheon speaker series held in downtown Los Angeles. Speakers
included Republican vice-presidential nominee Jack Kemp and California Senator Dianne Feinstein.

< previous page page 102 next page >



< previous page page 103 next page >
Page 103
PROMINENT GRADS

- Paul Brickman, Motion Picture
Writer/Director

- David Dreier, U.S. Congressman
- Ray Drummond, Jazz Musician
- Robert Nakasone, Toys"R" Us President

- Thomas Pritzker, Hyatt Corporation
President

- Laura Angelica Simon, Documentary Film
Producer

The Alumni Association works hard to keep alums in touch with each other by publishing an updated alumni
directory every five years. At any time, both alums and current students can access contact and business
information on other alumni. The association also holds a series of career nights where students can speak directly
with alums who work in different industries.

The staff in the career at CMC had been extremely helpful to me when | was job
searching as a student. Sill, I was somewhat surprised how supportiveand

hel pfulthe staff was when | returned to campus on a job hunt two years after |
graduated. i wasworking at my second job since graduation, and, dissatisfied,
decided it was time for a change. The career counselors provided me with
resour ce books, lists of Internet job sites, alumni contacts, and actual job
listings. One lead | was given sounded particularly appealing, and the career
staff gave me some good advice on how to woo the prospective employer. | ended
up applying for the position and today |I'm working in the position of my dreams.

Summing Up

At Claremont McKenna College, students are offered the chance to carve out an educationboth scholarly and
sociathat is as unique as the students themselves.

Thelife skills one learns at CMC take students far beyond the walls of the classroom. Professors emphasize
leadership and communication in all courses through classroom debate, oral presentations, and group projects.
Students learn to depend on others and trust in themselves.

Debate does not end when the students exit the classroom. Rather, the subjects touched
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onin class are taken back to the dormitories and into the common areas to be further pondered and debated.
CMCers turn things inside and out to reach an understanding of concepts and do not give up on a matter if a
solution doesn't readily present itself. Students here know that the questions are as important as the answers.

Each student is treated as an individual with legitimate beliefs and opinions. Professors know each student by
nameboth first and lastand offer all students personal attention. CMC students are graded as much on class
participation as test scores, ensuring each student the chance to prove his or her own personal merit. Students are
used to choosing their own topics for research papers, and busywork is nonexistent.

As a member of The Claremont College cluster, CMCers are offered a wide variety of courses from many different
schools of thought. Class size is compact, even at other campuses within the cluster. Rather than sitting through
lecture after lecture in oversized seminar courses, students are able to ask questions and engage in discussion
directly with professors and other students. With the small classroom structure, many classes are able to break
down into smaller groups of five or six for more in-depth conversations.

If the environment of CMC ever becomes claustrophobic, a student here may escape the campus and venture out
into the other Claremont Colleges. Combined, the cluster has the feel of a large campus, with many opportunities
for new activities and friendships.

Having multiple choices and the power to create one's own educational path are not what every college-bound
person is searching for. CMC students must be strong of heart and unafraid to take hold of their own destiny. Only
by taking charge of one's own life does one prepare to lead others.

Holly Vicente, B.A.
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Colby College

Colby College 'ﬁ.R

Waterville, ME 04901 Enrollment

(207) 872-3168, (800) 723-3032 Admissions ___women: 922
Fax: (207) 872-3474 Full-time _ men: 831

sl E-mail: admissions@colby.edu
d Web site: http://www.colby.edu

Introducing Colby

The happiest studentsin Americal Inevitably, at some point during a Colby student's four-year tenure, another poll
or article comes out proclaiming Colby as the bastion of joy in collegiate America again. It's easy to understand
why. Students reappear on Mayflower Hill in the waning days of August, greeted by beautiful green grass,
bountiful trees, and a wonderful view of Kennebec Valley from the steps of Miller Library. Frisbees and softballs
clog the quad
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on Roberts Row and college-organized barbecues seem to be required before classes begin. This is when these
articles are written and the polls are taken. Who couldn't be the happiest person on earth? Two days afterwards, it
begins to snow and, quite intelligently, the pollsters are long gone. But serioudly, Colby students have alot to be
happy about throughout the year.

With the great professors teaching you, thirty-two sports you might choose from, and beautiful placesto visit, the
guestions of whom you will be sharing these four years with and where you will live become apparent. The Colby
student body is primarily from the Northeast, with Massachusetts, Maine, and New Y ork being largely represented.
Like many New England institutions, Colby too has made significant progress in recent yearsin diversifying its
population. The recently opened Pugh Multicultural Center (1996) is home to a dozen international and minority
clubs, providing valuable office space for each and has helped in this effort.

At my exit interview, the dean of students asked me to summarize what defined
my Colby experience. | sat back and thought about all that | had seen and done
and said that | would tell someone that Colby truly allowed me to maximize my
potential. | had taken a challenging set of courses from professors who honestly
cared about my success and academic growth, | had taken leader ship positions
in some of the extracurricular activities | was involved with, | had developed
long-lasting relationships with friends made over four years, and | had simply
grown as an individual. At the risk of sounding trite, | told her | wouldn't have
changed a thing. For that, | will forever remember my experience at Colby.

In general, Colby students often leave the campus after four years wishing commencement could be just another
summer break from which they would return to Mayflower Hill in September. While it is true that many of the
other New England schoolswill have similar stories, it is an unexplained warmness that most Colby students feel
from their first days on campus that continues to earn the student body the title of "happiest in the nation."
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Admissions Requirements

Becoming one of these very happy students isn't getting any easier. In recent years, Colby has averaged more than
4,200 applications and just over 1,400 acceptancesa yield of just over thirty percent. The application itself offers no
particularly unique aspects, but includes essays, recommendations, transcript requests, and persona data. Unlike its
peer schoolsin Maine, Colby still requires the submission of scoresfrom SAT | or the ACT. International
applicants must also submit a TOEFL score of 550 or more. Average scores among successful applicants have
climbed steadily each year, most recently at 650/650 for SAT | and 28 for the ACT. Other important considerations
include AP and honors courses, leadership, extracurricular and volunteer accomplishments, and personal
intangibles. An interview, while not required, is highly recommended as both an extra measure by which the
college can judge candidates, as well as a measure for candidates to truly judge the college. As mentioned earlier,
Colby is not shy in the use of technology, offering its application on disk on its Web site or by request.

And like many other of the smaller, liberal arts institutions, Colby gives extra consideration to students applyingin
one of the college's two Early Decision rounds. Statistically, slightly more than ten percent of applicants are Early
Decision candidates and thirty-four percent of the final pool of admitted students was accepted in one of these two
rounds.

| was nearing the end of my New England-school swing when | arrived on
Colby's campus just after classes had begun in early September. Inexplicably, |
got a feeling as | walked around that this was the place for me. | interviewed
with an assistant dean of admissions who made me feel completely at home. The
interview was less like a testno "think like a tree" questionsand more like a
conversation about who | was and how Colby and | matched up. | left the
campus later that afternoon and headed home with my parents. My Early
Decision application was submitted within two weeks. The sense of joy | got
when Colby's acceptance letter arrived in my mailbox on December 7 was
matched equally by the experiences | had and the friends | made during the four
years | spent on Mayflower Hill.

Due partialy to its location in central Maine, Colby has long had a mostly Caucasian,
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mostly Northeast-based student body. While male/female ratios have long remained relatively equal, minority
recruitment, diversity issues, and a heterogeneous acceptance pool have remained a priority in recent years.
Admissions staff actively recruit students from around the country and have successfully made inroads in
achieving these diversity goals.

Academic Life

Colby students aren't only happy about the multitude of options available to them outside the classroom; the
academic environment at Colby brings smilesto the face of nearly al undergraduates. Unlike a big university,
where Social Security numbers are your most frequent means of identification, Colby professors and students are
often on a first-name basis after a few weeks into the fall semester. Fellow students aso work with you to make
class exercises and homework meaningfully relevant. There are no fights to be "above the mean™ when it comesto
grading, as professors shun a grading curve for merit-based grades where an A is not limited to some percentage of
the class.

The Faculty

The most important reason for the happiness of the student body lies in the college's most incredible asset: its
faculty. Inside the classroom, professors preside over small groups of studentsexcept for some large, introductory
classesin the first yearand share insights and knowledge, rather than facts and textbook quotes. During fall and
spring months, smatterings of students in upper-level courses escape to the grassy plateaus outside the library for
changes of scenery. Outside the classroom, however, is where Colby's faculty outshines their peer groups at
competitive institutions. Access to professors for both academic enrichment and socia involvement is
unprecedented. Office hours are flexible, home phone numbers are often made available, and extra-help sessions
are the rule and not the exception. Additionally, it is nearly expected that residence hall events, athletic contests,
and cultural happenings will include faculty members' attendance with regularity. Annual rituals such as Professors
Bassett's and Boylan's rendition of Halloween stories always exceed the posted capacity in Lorimer Chapel.

Programs

Colby offers B.A. degreesin fifty defined programs, with an unlimited potential for creating combined or
independent majors outside these defined boundaries. Newer pro-
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grams include business, social, and such culturally relevant programs as computer science, environmental policy,
French studies, and Latin-American studies. In addition, the 1996 completion of the $6 million F.W. Olin Science
Center has given Colby a state-of -the-art edge in the natural science programs. Double majors, minors, and
concentrations also abound throughout the student body, with heavy competition for admission into such programs
as creative writing and education studies. The bottom line, however, is that Colby's distribution requirements
challenge students to expose themselves to experiences across the curriculum.

While declaring myself a government major with a creative writing minor early
in my sophomore year, | continued to enroll in courses that were outside these
disciplines. My most memorable cour ses were studies of American music,
analyses of classic short stories, and introductory chemistry because they
challenged me to think about material that wasn't comfortable, but noticeably
important.

Exchange Program

Another important and popular avenue of study at Colby is the off-campus/exchange program. More than sixty
percent of the student body will spend at least one full semester away from Waterville in one of hundreds of
approved destinations. Colby maintains its own programs in locations such as London; Salamanca, Spain; Cork,
Ireland; and St. Petersburg, Russia. Additionally, students enroll in programs from peer institutions centered in
large and small towns around the world, both domestically and internationally. An interesting aspect of Colby's
support for off-campus study is the selected group of incoming students who are given the opportunity to enroll in
a Colby-run international study program in London, Salamanca, or Cork for their first semester before beginning
regular classwork on campus.
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My off-campus study was spent at American University in Washington D.C. In
the university's " Semester in Journalism® immersion, | spent three days in the
classroom and around town, hearing guest lectures from respected national and
international journalists covering domestic and international politics. The other
two days were spent on a university-sponsored internship at NBC News where |
worked with several national reporters and producersin tight-access locations
such as the U.S Senate chambers, the White House press room, and foreign
embassies. Meanwhile, my roommate was spending his semester living in a
convent in Rome studying Italian language, history, and arts while spending
weekends on the Italian rail system witnessing the devastation in Pompeii or
visiting the fashionable shops of Milan.

Integrated Semester Program

Colby has aso instituted an Integrated Semester program, combining professors and course material across
academic disciplines in topics such as "The Post-War World: 19451970" and "Enlightenment and Revolution:
17751800." These programs encompass an entire semester's course load and are geared toward first-year students.

January Semester

Despite all these improvements and additions, Colby's most innovative program continues to be the long-standing
January Programaffectionately known as Jan Planthat allows students a month to create an academic program of
their choice. With virtualy limitless boundaries, except for the requirement that students must complete three Jan
Plan programs, with the first year being spent on campus, students have completed three-week Outward Bound
programs, trekked across African countries researching gender relations, trained with Olympic rowers, and interned
in nearly every imaginable professional role in preparation for life after Colby.
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My Jan Plan programs truly ranged across a variety of countries and
experiences. My freshman Jan Plan was spent simulating the role of Minority
Leader Robert Dole in the Mock U.S. Senate. Sophomore year was spent with my
roommate visiting a graduated senior in Vienna, Austria, during the weeks
before the Gulf War. Junior year was a study of classic "film noir" with
Professor Lubin. Asif that wasn't enough, | opted to take on a fourth Jan Plan
my senior year in Key West, Florida, on a thirty-foot sailboat run by Outward
Bound. While not your traditional learning experiences, | can honestly say |
learned just as much during each one of these months as | did during the eight
semesters | spent in the classroom.

Social Life and Activities
Residences

Residence halls at Colby form the nucleus of the college's campus life. Choices range from Mary Low
Commonshome to the crunchier students on campusto Roberts Row, a favorite of the jock community. First-year
students are mixed evenly throughout every residence hall on a random basis, except for those requesting chemical -
free or "quiet” housing, al of whom are accommodated. Halls are grouped into four commons clusters, which
maintain their own governmental bodies and sponsor activities for students residing within them. Each commons
also has its own dining facilityalthough students are not restricted to eating in their own commons dining hallthat
serve similar menus with unique twists. Tuesday's Wok Night at Foss Hall attracts students from Drummond Hall
on the other side of campus with a high degree of frequency. It is not uncommon to see groups of friends sitting at
tables in Dana Hall for a couple of hours during dinner, eating and talking over garden burgers, pizza, or ice cream.

Individual Internet connections (one per occupant) and telephone and cable television outlets were added in 1997
to each room on campus. These technology improvements earned Colby a top-fifteen ranking in Yahoo Inter net
Life's 1997 "Best Wired" Universities survey. New residence halls opened in 1997, adding 141 state-of -the-art
roomsto Colby's housing stock. Older halls are currently undergoing more than $16 million in
renovationsscheduled for completion by the year 2000to modernize and expand living space.
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Come Friday afternoon, following a long week of classes and activities, students at Colby take to the fields, the
town, and the campus for a plethora of athletic contests, local attractions, and cultural happenings.

Athletics

Athletics at Colby, while not the type of contests that draw 80,000 screaming, face-painted fans, is a respected part
of Colby life, for both varsity athletes as well as intramural wannabees. One of the major reasons for the popularity
of athletics isthe facility in which students can participate. Colby's Alfond Athletic Center is one of, if not the
most, exciting and feature-rich athletic centers on the East Coast, encompassing more than 9,000 square feet of
fitness, weight training, and exercise areas, four locker rooms, a full-sized gymnasium, a hockey rink, an Olympic-
size swimming and diving pool, and indoor field-house for tennis, track, and indoor practices. Of course, there are
fields galore, more than fifty acres, for outdoor sports that accompany the Alfond Center.

With such fine facilities, Colby boasts of more than thirty Division 11 intercollegiate teamsexcept squash, skiing,
and women's ice hockey which compete at the Division | leveland over 600 student-athletes who consistently
compete for regional and national recognition. In recent years, men's basketball has earned numerous trips to
national tournaments, women's ice hockey has produced an Olympic competitor, and severa individuals have
earned national championshipsin track and field. All of thisis, of course, done without the benefit of athletic
scholarships, which are banned in Division I11. Colby's White Mules are consistently competitive within the
NESCAC conference and, at times, across the national Division I11 rankings.

Asfor the non-varsity types, Colby's I-PLAY (intramural sports) and club team programs fill any void that might
exist. Students can often be seen throwing axes for the Woodsmens' team, battling in a scrum at the Swamp during
a rugby match, or tossing the discus for the Ultimate Frisbee club. Additionally, friends, dormmates, and
acquaintances join up each season to battle opposing groups of students in intramural contests of soccer, football,
softball, and hockey. Points are added up for wins and losses as teams battle for the I-PLAY cup in each of the
various sports.

Life outside the classroom at Colby is dominated by a love for the outdoors. Located within a couple of hours from
mountains, national parks, and the scenic Maine coastline, students are constantly headed in each of these
directions. Avid skiers enjoy the proximity of Sugarloaf and Sunday River, while hikers head off to Acadia
National Park on weekends, and water lovers can trek to Camden and Rockport for an ocean breeze, or make the
shorter trip
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to the Belgrade Lakes for recreational watersports access. The college hel ps students become familiar with the area
using the COOT (Colby Outdoor Orientation Trip) Program prior to matriculation. Students are sent off on a
choice of more than 100 four-day weekend getaways to meet one another and experience all that Maine has to
offer on land and sea.

Extracurricular Activities

If sports of any kind don't tickle your fancy, you can get involved with the extracurricular activities both on and off
campus. A strong student government manages the political and social calendar for much of the student body's
day-to-day needs. Commons governments, comprised of |eaders from the four groups of the college's residence
halls, help to provide direction as well. In addition, more than fifty clubs align the interests of their members,
pursuing religious, cultural, political, and volunteer agendas. Club day in the Cotter Union often sees students
maxing out on club sign-ups because of the multitude of choices available to them.

Fraternity Ban

Away from school, Colby students love to have fun. It wasn't always fun for Colby students, however. In 1984
Colby's Board of Trustees took the risky measure of abolishing the college's long-standing fraternity system.
Students burned furniture in the quad between Roberts Union and the library to protest the move and the college's
socia life in subsequent years revolved around a new commons-based system sponsored by the college and the
underground members of the now-illegal fraternities. The unfavorable tug-of -war lessened with each passing year
and is now all but extinct. And, with these troubles in the past, the evolution of social activities has continued.

Alcohol

If you're looking for beer bashes, those too have become memories as the college, like many of its peer institutions,
has cracked down with increasingly stiff alcohol policies on campus. Twenty-one-year-olds can host parties, but
are held responsible for underage drinking violations. The majority of student parties have now moved off-campus
to houses that continue to be occupied by Colby students year in and year out. Designated drivers shuttle
classmates to and from these parties and local beer and liquor purveyors deliver the goods with a phone call and
proper ID. Seniors and older juniors also populate local bars for weeknight stress-relievers. All in al, students
battled the movement of alcohol and parties off-campus at first but, as always, have adjusted and seem just as
satisfied now as they once were.
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Sudent- Sponsored Events and Other Activities

Of coursg, if drinking beer is not what you are looking for, alternatives have never been a problem at Colby.
Student-sponsored events abound on weekends, including cultural parties, dramatic presentations, concerts, and
second-run movies for a few bucks in Lovejoy Hall. Student government sponsors one or two major musical acts a
year on campus, in recent years attracting major national talent such as Jewel, The Indigo Girls, Ziggy Marley and
the Melody Makers, and Blues Traveler.

The Colby Museum of Art, open seven days a week (except holidays), houses the works of Alex Katz in the new

Paul Schupf Wing, an exhibit named as "one of the seven most exciting museum exhibitions in the United States’

by Condé Nast Traveler magazine. Other major artists, including Andrew Wyeth and William Wegman, have also
brought their traveling exhibitions through the museum.

Off Campus

Waterville also offers the usual staples of bowling alleys, pool halls, movie theaters, and restaurants that attract the
attention of the Colby community. Students with cars can even take a short ride to Freeport for some late-night
action at L.L. Bean, or some big-city exposure in downtown Portland, or a longer weekend trip to Boston, New
York City, or beyond. There are no limits on automobile ownership on campus and much of the student body takes
advantage of this flexibility.

| never felt constrained by Colby's location in central Maine. The Colby
community has so much to offer in the way of cultural events and social
activities. Some nights | find myself partying all night with people down at
Champions and others | spend with my girlfriend, a video rental, and a pizza in
our residence hall. Still other weekends we head off to Sugarloaf or Boston to
get away. | always felt that Colby's location gave me more access to this wide
range of choices rather than placing a limit on what | could experience.

Financial Aid

The hefty price tag that accompanies that admission letter presents a financial challenge for a number of Colby
students. Approximately forty-four percent of incoming first-year
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students, and thirty-eight percent of sophomores and beyond receive financial aid in the form of scholarships,
grants, loans, and work-study contracts. Additionally, more than sixty-six percent of students hold one of hundreds
of part time, on-campus jobs.

Graduates

Life after Colby, while not nearly as fun as life at Colby, isaworld of possibilities in both the academic and
professional worlds. If four yearsisn't enough for you, almost twenty percent of your class will feel the same as
they head directly for the nation's top graduate programs in medicine, business, law, and other general disciplines.
Indeed, more than seventy percent of Colby's alumni seek further education within five years of graduation.

PROMINENT GRADS

Five Pulitzer Prize winners, including
historians Doris Kearns Goodwin and Alan
Taylor, authors E. Annie Proulx and
Gregory White Smith and journalist Robert
Capers, cal Colby their alma mater.

For those who choose to spend a few years away from the classroom, the Office of Career Services maintains large
and updated databases of Colby's alumni throughout the country, third-party reference books, and on-line services
allowing students to search corporate and public-sector employer profiles and a hefty schedule of on-campus
recruiting programs that connect students to employers. Résumé critiques and mock interviews are also conducted
for seniors.

Notable alumni attest to the value of a Colby education in the real world. Additionally, Colby students represent
the school in nearly every imaginable professional role, including network television careers, Olympic ice hockey
participation, and major international policy-making roles. Any of Colby's thousands of alumni are often more than
willing to assist students with internships, full-time jobs, and simple advice both before and after graduation. Most
importantly, Colby graduates acknowledge the importance of their education with generous gifts to the college,
including twenty-four endowed faculty chairs during the past seven years and more than $100 million in pledges to
The Campaign for Colby, a capital fund-raising drive designed to boost endowment, financial aid efforts, and
campus redesigns and additions.
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Summing Up

In short, there are many good reasons why Colby students are the happiest in the nation. They are academically
challenged individuals who, both on and off campus, enrich their experiences across a wide variety of disciplines.
They are athletically motivated, capturing ECAC championships in several team sports, excelling as recognized
individual and team leaders, and earning the support of a dedicated and talented coaching staff. They are socially
satisfied, making tight relationships with classmates over a beer in the campus Spa or a coffee at Jorgensen's in
downtown Waterville. They are also culturally enriched, watching one of the many dramatic performances put on
in Runnals Union, musical concerts in historic Lorimer Chapel, speakers on campus during the Spotlight event
series, or catching an independent flick at Railroad Square Cinema.

True, lifeisnot all about fun and good times. There is pressure to succeed. After all, an education at Colby is
expensive and you (and your parents) want you to get the most for your money. There are also times you will wish
that Colby's small size was expanded to one in which you could just disappear for a little while. There are times
that your charisma in the classroom may take a slight vacation after a long night with the books, or maybe a longer
night with your friends. A weekend tryst with a classmate may become the subject of lunchtime discussion for
people you hardly thought you knew. The fishbowl that allows your hangovers to coincide with a multitude of
guestions from your professor, and your private relationships to be public knowledge, can truly make you wish for
a campus four times larger. However, just like the time your mom found out that you lied about being at a friend's
house studying, everyone forgets about your moments of weakness and life goes on.

In the end, if you are looking for four years in which you can challenge your mind, be exposed to beautiful
surroundings, make life-long friendships, get to know professors who will serve as mentors long after you
graduate, and earn a degree that maintains its value, Colby College is the place for you. As a graduate for whom all
of the above istrue, | can honestly say that a commitment to Colby will yield everything promised along with a
host of other benefits that are unique to each individual.

Jeff Baron, B.A.
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Colgate University

Colgate University e
13 Oak Drive fR
Hamilton, NY 13346 Enrollment
@ (315) 824-7401 __ women: 1,434
< Fax: (315) 824-7544 Full-time __ men: 1,404
ﬁ“} E-mail: admission@mail.colgate.edu ___women: 2
arzd  Web site: http://www.colgate.edu Part-time __ men: 2
Introducing Colgate

Thefirst thing that strikes any visitor to Colgate is the beauty of its campus. Shaded quads, green hills, and the
clear water of Taylor Lake form an idyllic environment in which to study and learn. But the school's greatest assets
lie within the nineteenth-century limestone buildings that frame the upper campusa top-rate faculty dedicated to
teaching, and a student body that approaches life and learning with equal enthusiasm. Upon graduating, Colgate
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students will have received one of the nation's best undergraduate educations, along with a sound understanding of
what it takes to succeed in the "real world."

With some 2,800 students, Colgate matches the ideal of a small, northeastern liberal arts school while maintaining
an impressive array of academic, social, and athletic opportunities not found at many larger universities. In fact,
the Colgate experience is distinguished by its contrasts. Students embrace a "work hard, play hard" approach to
campus life; a day begun studying Plato could easily lead to an afternoon chemistry lab, followed by an acoustic
performance in the on-campus pub, and ending in a party downtown.

One of the biggest reasons | chose Colgate over similar schoolswasiits size.
Most prestigious "small” liberal arts colleges have under 2,000 students, which
made it seemthat | would have been everywhere and done everything by the time
| finished the first year. At Colgate | always saw someone | knew on the quad or
in the coop (the student center), but | still never stopped meeting new people and
having new experiences. | think Colgate achieves the perfect balance between
size and intimacy that allows you to feel at home but never stifles your growth.

The Colgate experience is in no way defined by academics alone. Colgate students sustain an impressive number of
organizations and activities that encompass almost every interest. More than one hundred groups afford students
opportunities including degaying a two-hour show on WRCU, kayaking with the Wilderness Adventure Program,
or writing a humor column for the Baker's Dozen satire magazine, just to name a few. Sports also play a prominent
rolein the Colgate social scene, with about two-thirds of students participating in the school's twenty-six
intramural, nineteen club, or twenty-three Division | varsity teams.

No discussion of Colgate would be complete without mentioning its rural surroundings. Hamilton isrightly called
The Village. Farm markets outnumber fast food places by a wide margin. While there is no Starbucks within
twenty miles, the college operates the Barge Canal Coffee Company downtown, a popular spot for town and
college alike. But the absence of Broadway lights does have distinct advantages. Colgate students and faculty are
integral parts of atightly knit community that offers a lot of local flair. Y ou won't find a better deli sandwich than
one of Roger's specials.
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When | first visited Colgate the big news was the installation of the town's second
traffic light. Hamilton is surrounded by miles of farmland and wilderness, and
those who can't survive without regular access to clubs, fine dining, and
professional sports, probably won't feel at home. The college maintains a fine
arts gallery, sponsors a concert orchestra and chorus, and mounts several
theater productions (both dance and drama) each year. At the same time,
Colgate's rural location makesit one of the most beautiful places I've ever seen.
You can't beat the sight of the leaves during the fall, and even the snow can be
spectacular. In addition to being physically beautiful, it's a relaxingly quiet
place. Anyone who's ever wanted to live in or near a quintessential small town
will love life in Hamilton.

In recent years the Colgate campus has undergone a dynamic transformation as the benefits of an ongoing $150
million fund-raising drive emerge. A spate of new construction has pampered students with a state-of -the-art
fitness center, lavish new dormitories, high-tech classrooms, and a massive refurbishment of its art and student
centers. Coupled with an increasingly competitive applicant pool, these changes have added specia energy to the
college and make Colgate one of the nation's top schools.

Admissions Requirements

Getting into Colgate is an increasingly difficult task. Applications have risen twenty percent in the past five years
for the same 720 spots. Forty-one percent of the applicants to a recent class were accepted, of which twenty-nine
percent enrolled through Early Admission. Academic scores for incoming first-year students are predictably high:
eighty-nine percent were ranked in the top twenty percent of their graduating high school class, their average SAT
| scores were: Verbal 637, Math644 (the ACT mean was 28), and it can safely be assumed that all had outstanding
teacher recommendations.

However, impressive numbers alone will not guarantee entry into the first-year class. Successful applicants will
also have demonstrated an ability to enliven the Colgate community through their intellectual curiosity,
independence, imagination, and determination. To judge the most qualified students, Colgate's admission staff
looks first at an applicant's transcript,
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followed by recommendations, standardized tests, extracurricular activities, and the personal essay.

While high test scores certainly help, a challenging high school curriculum and demonstrated commitment to a few
interests or activities are often the key to an acceptance offer. Within the transcript, the admissions staff
particularly looks to strong preparation in English and foreign language, history, math, and natural sciences.
Advanced Placement courses are also used as indicators of a candidate's potential for success, and can count
toward fulfilling graduation requirements.

| applied to Colgate as my stretch school. Although my grades and board scores
were below the school's averages, | was involved in a number of extracurricular
activities in high school, including running on the state championship track team
and participating in the debate society. | think my acceptance at Colgate
demonstrates that the admissions committee looks beyond the numbers and
evaluates applicants as a whole. When | got to school | was surprised by the
number of student leaders there were in all sorts of activities, but that is one of
the things that makes Colgate such an exciting place to go to school.

Decision Plans

Another way Colgate hopefuls might improve their chances of receiving a fat letter is to apply Early Decision. All
who submit applications identifying the college as their first choice by November 15 will receive a response within
a monthand a significant number are accepted. Colgate accepted half of the Early Decision candidates into a recent
class. A second Early Decision option allows students submitting applications by the normal deadline of January 15
to be considered on a rolling admission basis. Beyond making 215 winter vacations that much sweeter, high Early
Admissions numbers indicate enthusiastic entering classes, with large numbers of students preferring Colgate over
any other school.
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Driving up Oak Drive on a gray January afternoon during my senior year of
high schooal, | realized that Colgate was the one place | wanted to spend my
collegiate years. What | really noticed, in addition to the beautiful campus and
quaint village of Hamilton, was that the students were smiling and appeared to
be happy despite the snow and ice piled everywhere. Coming from a public high
school in Memphis, Tennessee, | wanted to expand my horizons and go to a
liberal arts college in New England. | ended up applying to Colgate Early
Decision, and it was one of the best decisions | ever made.

Interviews are not required for admission but campus visits are encouragedif for no other reason than to introduce
candidates to the stunning campus. Prospective students also have the opportunity to sit down with an admissions
officer or student guide to ask any questions they have about the school or application process. The admissions
staff genuinely urges applicants to learn as much as possible about the school, and students and faculty are more
than willing to host visitors in their dorms and classrooms.

Academic Life

It is often said that education is what you make of it, but the maxim is likely truer of Colgate's academic
environment than most. Built around a core of liberal arts courses, Colgate's curriculum allows for a wide degree
of flexibility in choosing classes, majors, and learning opportunities outside of the classroom. The system rewards
initiative and, as a result, the dedicated student can receive what is arguably the best undergraduate education in
the country.

Intimate class sizes and an outstanding faculty are Colgate's greatest academic advantages. More than half of the
courses have fewer than twenty students and fewer exceed fifty. Professors are exceedingly accessible and no
classes are taught by teaching assistants. Moreover, while it is not uncommon to hear about the achievements of
Colgate professors in the national news, their role and goal clearly is to teach.

Sudy Abroad

Another outstanding academic asset is Colgate's extensive study abroad program. While many competitive schools
adopt the attitude that the best education can be found only
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within their hallowed walls, Colgate embraces the idea that worldly experience is often better than rote learning.
For this reason students can choose from twenty-six separate off-campus study groups, from Sri Lankato
Switzerland, covering topics as diverse as urban education and Florentine art. Almost half of each Colgate class
chooses to study off-campus at some time during their Colgate career.

Never having traveled outside the country before going to college, | was
attracted to Colgate by the abundant opportunities to study abroad. | wasn't
disappointed. During my junior year | studied international relationsin Geneva
with fifteen other Colgate students. The program included interviews with U.N.
ambassadors, NATO generals, and parliamentarians in Prague, not to mention
weekend trips to some of the most spectacular sites in Europe. Upon returning to
campus | found our group had no monopoly on funfriends told comparable tales
of Russia, Australia, India, and Japan. It only added to the value of a Colgate
education.

Work Load

Colgate is not Chicago or Caltech, where popular rumor has it that all work and no play are the academic norm.
Colgate students can be found napping or exchanging gossip among the plush green chairs that dot Case Library's
main reading room as often as they are found cramming. The laid-back atmosphere minimizes competition for
grades and |leaves ample time to pursue interests outside the classroom.

| think everyone was nervous about the work load when they arrived at school,
especially a school of Colgate's caliber. Most of my classmates had graduated at
the top of their high school classes and were accustomed to academic success.
But although the work was challenging, | never encountered the kind of cutthroat
competition | expected. Late night caffeine and cramming sessions became
bonding experiences more than anything else, and | found that | learned from
friends outside of class almost as much as from books or professors. | was
challenged more than stressed by the classwork, which made the entire learning
experience more rewarding.
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Freshman Seminar

During the summer before matriculation all incoming students choose a freshman seminar from a tantalizing array
of choicesthat in recent years have included Christianity and Money, The Architecture and Ideas of Frank Lloyd
Wright, Nietzsche, and The Jazz Age. With fifteen other first-year students and a professor they may grapple with
the intricacies of "Rhizomatic Structuresa Metaphor for Our Modern Era," as well as acquaint themselves with
Colgate's extensive library resources and learn how to write the perfect college paper. Seminar professors are also
students' academic advisors and their classes often serve as a social hub for the remainder of the year.

Core Curriculum

Colgate has one of the oldest liberal arts core curriculums in the country, consisting of four general education
classes designed to provide a sound foundation of knowledge for the intellectual everyperson. The first two core
classes examine the social, political, and scientific tenets of Western civilization, while the latter ones focus on
non-Western cultures or philosophies and the significance of technological change. Added to the liberal arts core
are six required electives, which are distributed among the three academic divisions. humanities, social sciences,
and natural sciences. Students must take two courses from each of the academic divisions, a task that is usualy
easily completed by the end of sophomore year.

As a prospective political science major with little interest in math or science, |
dreaded fulfilling my distribution requirements. Reluctantly, | enrolled in Physics
and Philosophy, which boldly promised to explain quantum mechanics to the
mathematically disinclined. To my surprise it was the most enlightening class |
took at Colgate, and one | never would have taken otherwise. Colgate
encourages you to challenge yourself by exploring fields you never thought of in
high school, often with surprising results.

No one mgjor stands out as the best at Colgate. Economics, biology, English, and political science are the most
popular, but outstanding smaller departments like philosophy and neuroscience shouldn't be overlooked. All told,
Colgate offers forty-eight majors (called concentrations), plus eight additional minors that together can satisfy just
about any academic
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whimsy. It's also possible to arrange independent study courses with individual professors or even design an unique
interdisciplinary concentration.

Resources

Colgate's academic resources are impressive. Its computer facilities are state-of -the-art, with all dorm rooms
connected to the Internet, and the computer center has ample terminals for those who do not bring a machine to
campus. Science majors at Colgate benefit from generous resources that enable students to work with lab
equipment and projects reserved for graduate students at larger schools. And student research opportunities abound
in all departments, often with exclusive access to professors who are leaders in their fields. More than one hundred
students stay on campus each summer to conduct research with their professors full time.

Professors

Small class sizes aso enable professors to engage students in the Socratic method of teaching, substituting
guestions and student participation for the lectures that usually accompany intro courses. Although frustrating for
the unprepared, this interaction fosters provocative class discussions and close relationships with teachers and
students that regularly extend beyond the classroom. Most professors have extremely flexible office hours that
make it easy for willing students to engage their teachers on a personal level. Professors at Colgate act more as
mentors than graders, which makes the educational experience all the more rewarding.

Social Life and Activities

Colgate students relish fun as much as their education and strive to strike a balance between the two. Although
Colgate's party reputation has been overblown in recent years, Homecoming and the annual spring party weekend
are still some of the best parties you'll find in the Northeast. But the social scene extends far beyond partying. Over
one hundred student clubs and organizations exist to satisfy just about any interest, and whether your idea of
college includes rugby or symphony, each can be had in abundance at Colgate.

Despite Hamilton's bucolic isolation, Colgate students rarely suffer from a lack of things to do. For relaxation
students tend to drop the books in favor of less weighty pursuits. On the typical Friday or Saturday night one can
choose from a range of private parties, student and
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university-sponsored events, fraternity and sorority parties, and the downtown scene. Together they provide ample
and diverse options for anyone to choose from depending on their mood.

Private parties are usually held in the university apartments (where many upperclass students live) or downtown
flats and can range from wall-to-wall crowds to more sedate video-and-popcorn fare. University- and student-
sponsored events include frequent performances by bands or comedians in the on-campus Pub, student theater, and
campus-wide theme parties like Casino Night and the Roaring 20's Party.

The Greek System

The Greek system is still a significant social organ on campus, although it has lost some of its influence in recent
years. In 1996 the university instituted a policy prohibiting students from rushing until sophomore year, which
drew protests from many that the school was trying to eliminate fraternities. That fear has proven false, however,
and by most counts the Greek system is a more stable and mature organization. Now parties aren't nearly as
outrageous as they were in the eighties, but usually several houses hold events on weekend nights. And while more
than forty percent of the student body belongs to one of ten fraternities and five sororities, one's Greek affiliation is
largely a nonissue on campus. Parties are usually open to everyone and friendships are seldom defined by who
belongs to what house.

| feel that | evolved socially as well as intellectually at Colgate. My freshman
year | went to alot of fraternity parties and met a tremendous number of people.
But by sophomore year | realized that Colgate offered so many different
opportunities that making plans for nonstudying hours became more difficult. |
joined an improv comedy group, was elected to student government, and
discovered alternatives to the "row" like student theater, a renowned hypnotist,
and casino night. Whether | wasin the mood to shoot pool with some friends at
the Jug or dance at the Edge, the options were always open.

Downtown

The downtown scene consists of several bars, a coffee shop, and a few minor restaurants that become quite
crowded after midnight. Students usually end the evening with a slice (which comes plain only) at the New Y ork
Pizzeria and then either head to bed or hit a not-too-infrequent after-hours party on the way home. While these
four choices seem dis-
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tinct, the campus is small enough that everyone knows someone at each of them and a full evening can easily
include them all. Weekends are never dull if you choose to be adventuresome.

Organizations and Events

During the week, student clubs, teams, and events provide an array of extracurricular activity. Most of the 100 or
more campus organizations that are active at any given time were begun by students, from the school's own
alternative rock radio station to the Kuumba Dance Troupe. With an enormous budget to spend on movies,
speakers, and performers, the Colgate Activities Board is responsible for bringing events like Mikhail Gorbachev,
Phish, Jesse Jackson, and Snoop Doggy Dog to Hamilton.

Athletics

Athletics are another prominent aspect of student social life. Colgate's varsity teams participate in Division | sports,
with the men's basketball and hockey and women's soccer and volleyball among recent standouts. The school's
most recent athletic boast is basketball star Adonal Foyle, who led the Red Raidersto its first NCAA Tournament
appearance and was the eighth pick overall in the 1997 NBA draft. And locals and students alike crowd the raucous
Starr Rink on weekends for ECAC hockey games.

In keeping with the school's entrepreneurial spirit, students are more prone to play sports themselves than watch
from the sidelines. Whether it's spelunking with the Wilderness Adventure program or skeet shooting at the
college's nearby range, it's possible to find a sport to satisfy every whim. Snow sports are another quintessentially
Colgate diversion. Many take advantage of the harsh winter clime by traversing twelve miles of cross-country trails
or downhilling at nearby Toggenberg Mountain. If athletics is your game, you will be able to play to your heart's
content at Colgate.
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Coming from Virginia, no one was more surprised than my parents when | told
them | had signed up for the women's ice hockey team freshman year. The first
practice was somewhat daunting since | had hardly put on a pair of ice skates
before. But scoring in the championship game senior year was a triumph unlike
any other athletic accomplishment because it was totally unimaginable when |
began playing. The exhausting practices and long road trips became a special
part of my college experience. Colgate offered me an unusual opportunity to try
new things and expand my horizons beyond what | thought was possible.

Sudent Diversity

Asfor student diversity on campus, Colgate is not Berkeley (even after Proposition 209) but it does enjoy a vibrant
ALANA (African, Latin, Asian, Native American) community. Fifteen percent of a recent class were students of
color, a number that has been rising in recent years. The Cultural Center serves as a resource base for the ALANA
community and often hosts lectures and meetings for a wide variety of campus organizations. Moreover, Colgate
maintains a number of special interest houses where residents choose to live based on a common theme. These
include the Asia, Harlem Renaissance, Spanish, French, Ecology, Peace Studies, and Creative Arts houses.

Volunteering

Colgate students are also involved in the Hamilton community, with Sidekick volunteers adopting little brothers or
sistersin the community, SOMAC volunteers serving in the local Emergency Medical Service response team, and
Volunteer Colgate organizing food drives for the needy during the holiday season. While Hamilton is limiting from
a cosmopolitan point of view, it offers the chance to become involved in a small community in ways a large
university never could. With so many things to choose from, students usually form circles of friends and activities
tailored to their interests. But these patterns shift as the classes move up and it is refreshing to find new
opportunities aways available.
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Financial Aid

Like most selective private schools, Colgate's cost can be prohibitive, but rising costs have been matched in recent
years by a rapid increase in available financial aid. Now sixty percent of al students receive some form of financial
assistance, including forty percent who are granted Colgate scholarship aid. One quarter of the recent $150 million
fund-raising drive was committed to financia aid resources, adding to the nearly $19 million annually that is
awarded to students by the university.

What does this mean for individuals? Colgate does not provide any merit-based aid, but for those demonstrating
need, the average grant is $17,800, while average total aid tops $21,000. Other, non-university sources of funds are
available, including scholarships, grants, loans, and campus jobs. Through a combination of aid sources Colgate is
able to offer assistance to virtually everyone who demonstrates need.

My senior year in high school, | was blown away by the prospect of paying for
collegeattending a private school just seemed out of the question. But Colgate
offered me an aid package that included a grant, Safford loans, and a work-
study job. The people in the financial aid office were always extremely helpful in
addressing my questions and concerns. For example, in my junior year when |
wanted to study abroad, | found the total cost was much more than an average
semester at Colgate. Colgate was able to increase my grant to make up the
difference. Like most people | know, I'll be making loan payments for along time
to come. Was it worth it? Definitely.

Colgate offers access to federal Stafford loans, Pell grants, and Perkins loans, in addition to numerous university
scholarships and selected New Y ork State aid programs. To qualify for financial aid students must file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) with the federal processor before February 15, and the financial aid
PROFILE form with the College Scholarship Service (CSS) by February 1. Colgate relies on both forms to
determine an applicant's financial need.
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Graduates
PROMINENT GRADS

- Charles Evans Hughes, 1884, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court

- William Rogers, ‘34, Former Secretary of
State

- Andy Rooney, '42, Television
Commentator

- Howard Fineman, '70, Journalist

Colgate graduates serve as a testament to the versatility of a liberal arts degree. Producing alumni who are leaders
in science, academia, entertainment, politics, and on Wall Street, Colgate is committed to giving its graduates a
solid intellectual foundation for future achievement.

"Real World" Workshops

The "Real World" workshops are a case in point. Pioneered by Colgate in 1996 and held for one week before
school resumes in January, Real World programs offer seniors the opportunity to pick graduates brains for career
strategies and practical advice on how to find an apartment, finance a car, or select a wine that goes well with
chicken. During the Real World, seniors attend workshops on how to find jobs in just about every professional
field and, of course, practice the fine art of networking. It is the consummate example of how Colgate's career
office strives to ensure that every graduate is well equipped to pursue post-college dreams.

Careers

The most popular career paths for recent Colgate grads have been in financial services, communications,
consulting, and medicine. Nearly a quarter of students go directly to graduate school, with science, law, and
medicine as the top three degrees. Most alumni are concentrated in commercial centers like Boston, New Y ork,
Washington, San Francisco, or Chicago but, as anyone who wears a Colgate insignia can attest, alumni seem to be
everywhere and will not hesitate to let you know by calling out a greeting. More than anything, a Colgate education
provides a broad foundation upon which graduates may build any number of careers.
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| don't think that | truly appreciated the scope of Colgate's reputation until |
began my job search in the fall of my senior year. Colgate graduates are
everywhere and were exceptionally willing to help. It became clear after several
informational interviews with alumni that four years in Hamilton forged strong
ties that didn't end upon graduation. Whether on Wall Street or in Washington, |
always found alumni to be exceedingly helpful in my attempt to find a job. |
ultimately received an offer at the consulting firm where | had interned for a
Colgate grad the summer before.

If you are looking for an internship or even just advice, chances are you can find a Colgate graduate among the
school's 25,000 alumni who is at the top of his or her field. One way to tap this tremendous resource is to set up an
externship through the Career Center during the January recess. Usually done during senior year, the Jan Planisa
great way to network and test out possible careers. In addition to the Jan Plan, the Career Center has vastly
increased its alumni contacts and recruitment program in recent years, minimizing the handicap Hamilton's isolated
location has on the employment search.

Summing Up

Considered by some to be a safety school! for the Ivies, Colgate has emerged from their shadow as an excellent
small college with big school amenities. Its greatest strengths are small class sizes and top-rate professors who
concentrate on undergraduate education. At the same time, Colgate students enjoy athletic and extracurricular
opportunities often found only at larger universities. Combined with a stunning hilltop campus, these qualities set
Colgate apart from other competitive institutions.

Libera arts form the core Colgate's curriculum and provide a broad foundation of knowledge upon which
graduates build a limitless variety of careers. While some argue that a college's goal should be to provide
professional training, Colgate's philosophy and graduates prove that a liberal arts education can open up the job
markets. The Career Center and Colgate's vast and loyal alumni network combine to provide students in any major
with ample job opportunities. With a Colgate education, biology majors may become investment bankers, and
English majors med students.
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AN EVENING IN PARIS

While studying in Dijon for a semester on
the Colgate French department program,
three friends and | joined our group on a
weekend trip to Paris. We filled our
Saturday with extensive sightseeing and
museum tours. As night fell we decided to
treat ourselves to some truly fine French
cuisine and sat down to dinner a Le
Procapé, an exquisite restaurant just outside
the Latin Quarter.

To our surprise, an American couple was
seated to the left of our table. We struck up
a conversation with them, only to find out
that the man had graduated from Colgate in
1979. What a small world. Aswe were
paying our bill (which, somehow or
another, ended up being nearly 1,000
francs), the gentleman leaned over with a
smile and said, "Would you mind if an alum
took you guys out to dinner?"

Graciously, we accepted, very content at
knowing that Colgate is trully a global
community. Later, we learned that the alum
had graduated with a geology major and
had gone on to start a record business and
direct an office goods business. Who says
majors mean something?

Colgate's outstanding academics are grounded in its flexible liberal arts core curriculum and an outstanding faculty
dedicated to undergraduate teaching. TAs don't exist at Colgate, classes are intimate and easily available, and
professors are readily accessible. Colgate's academic resources are enhanced by state-of -the-art facilities that rival
those of many large universities. Regular renovations have revamped almost every student space, including
campus-wide access to the Internet, a new academic building, athletic and exercise facilities, dorms, classrooms,
and art and student centers, which together give Colgate unsurpassed student amenities.

"The spirit that is Colgate" is a phrase often used to describe the intangible qualities of a Colgate education. It
encompasses the quaint Hamilton community, the beauty of the surroundings, and the camaraderie that forms
among students largely separated from most cosmopolitan amenities. Colgate is not a city school and those who
can't go a semester without calling a cab probably would not enjoy the isolation. But at the same time the campus
is always buzzing with activity and the small town atmosphere provides a relaxing environment where it is rare to
walk to town or across the quad without seeing familiar faces.

The Colgate spirit is also captured by the intelligent, athletic, and active student body. The New York Times
editorialized that Colgate basketball star Adona Foyle proved that "one can be a good student, a devotee of
Faulkner, and play first-class basketball too.” The same could be said for the student body as a whole. Colgate
students are steadfastly entrepreneurial and energetic, sustaining over a hundred teams, clubs, and organizations
that offer an endless opportunity to explore new horizons.

At Colgate, students become adults. The transformation occurs gradually, in class, in the dorms, downtown, on the
playing field, and abroad. Students arrive as naive high school grad-
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uates and leave ready to succeed in business or academia. In between, they are challenged by the work, meet great
friends, and have a lot of fun. Graduates |eave Colgate with an uncommon bond to the school and to each other

that makes their education both special and unique.
Scott Worden, B.A.
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College of the Holy Cross

College of the Holy Cross

Worcester, MA 01610-2395 Enrollment

(508) 793-2443, (800) 442-2421 ___women: 1,441

Fax: (508) 793-3888 Full-time __ men: 1,269
ﬁ} E-mail: admissions@holycross.edu __women: 13
rzd  \Web site: http://www.holycross.edu Part-time _ men: 7

Introducing Holy Cross

The only Jesuit Catholic college in the country to offer an exclusively undergraduate liberal arts education, Holy
Cross enjoys a well-deserved reputation as one of the preeminent schools in the United States. Small class sizes,
devoted faculty members, and a challenging curriculum have made the college an increasingly popular choice for
many top-notch high school students. Others are attracted to the beautiful campus, active student body, and
friendly liv-
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ing/learning environment. Whatever their reasons for choosing Holy Cross, few students are disappointed when
they arrive, as evidenced by the school's ninety-seven percent freshman retention rate and overwhelmingly positive
student satisfaction statistics.

Holy Cross has grown in both size and stature since it was established in 1843 as an academic community where
the Jesuit ideals of educational integrity and socia justice could flourish among its male students and faculty.
Founded by Benedict Joseph Fenwick, the second bishop of Boston, the school originally comprised only one
wooden building and a half-finished brick structure on a hill overlooking the largely unsettled town of Worcester,
Massachusetts. There was little evidence to suggest that such a prominent college would eventually arise from this
undevel oped setting.

Coeducational since 1972, the college is today home to 2,700 young men and women and the campusis widely
recognized as one of the most impressive in the country. Driving through the black, wrought-iron gates that form
the entrance to Linden Lane, the tree-lined passageway that leads through the Holy Cross campus, visitors are
immediately struck by the school's beautiful architecture and perfectly manicured grounds, which are spread over
174 acres. lvy-covered residence halls and open green spaces are intermixed with technologically advanced
academic buildings and state-of -the-art athletic facilities. There are three well-endowed libraries, two multi-sport
recreational facilities, a recently renovated campus center, and a comprehensive art complex. With its outdoor
sculptures and idyllic flower gardens, the award-winning campus is both peaceful and picturesque. Few who visit
the school are disappointed by its physical surroundings.

Perhaps more impressive than the campus, however, are the strong traditions and deep loyalties that have taken
root here for many generations. Each year, young men and women from all over the country come to Holy Cross to
participate in a vibrant academic and residential community where the Jesuits founding principles continue to
flourish. These students experience an educationa environment where intelligent dialogue is encouraged and
scholarly exploration is rewarded. Along the way, they become part of a close-knit social atmosphere where
lifelong friendships are fostered. Holy Cross graduates carry these meaningful lessons and experiences with them
by continuing to seek waysto integrate their faith, their lives, and their value-centered education.

Admissions Requirements

In atypical year, Holy Cross receives applications from more than 4,300 students who
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are competing for only 700 placesin the first-year class. Though the Admissions Committee considers many
factors before making its decision, those students who demonstrate a pattern of superior academic performance in
high school do a great deal to improve their chances of gaining acceptance to the college. Thisis confirmed by the
fact that nearly all of the entering students graduated in the top twenty percent of their high school class and an
overwhelming maority come with Advanced Placement or honors coursework on their transcripts. In recent years,
the average SAT | score has exceeded 1280, though few on campus consider this statistic a meaningful measure of
success in either the admissions process or the school's curriculum.

Besides a high level of academic achievement, other characteristics that have been identified as common among
those students offered admission to Holy Cross are an openness to different velwpoints and ideas, a willingness to
become engaged in the life of the college outside the classroom, a desire to grow not only intellectually, but
socialy and spiritually as well, and a commitment to helping others, both within the college community and
beyond.

Unlike larger schoolsthat rely on formulaic methods to make admissions decisions, the admissions staff at Holy
Cross tries to remain focused on each individual and his or her unique talents. Before going through "committee,"”
where the final decision is made, each application is read by at least two (and sometimes three) staff members who
try to determine how well the applicant utilized the academic and extracurricular resources available in his or her
high schooal. In this way, the team hopes to identify those students who will not only excel academically, but who
will also make positive contributions to the vibrant intellectual, social, and spiritual life of the campus.

Requirements

Applicants are required to take the SAT | (or ACT) and three SAT I1: Subject tests (one of which must be the SAT
I1: Writing test). In addition, prospective students are asked to write an essay on a question chosen by the
Admissions Committee. Interviews, while not required, are highly recommended and should be considered an
excellent opportunity to share additional insights about one's personality.

Early Decision

For those who have made Holy Cross their first choice, the school recommends applying Early Decision, which
allows the Admissions Committee to spend more time reading the application and getting to know the student. An
additional advantage of this option is the convenience of hearing a decision within three or four weeks of the
school's receipt of al required application materials. One should be aware, however, that Early Decision
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applications are binding and therefore require accepted students to immediately withdraw all pending applications
at other colleges.

Children of Alumni

Recognizing that there is no greater compliment paid to a college than an alumnus/a who wishes to send a son or
daughter to his or her ama mater, Holy Cross does give specia consideration to those children of alumni who are
seeking admission to the school. The fact that more than ten percent of the student body qualify as such legacies
offers testimony to the the loyalty of Holy Cross graduates.

Minorities

While the school has aways been home to a distinguished and proud list of minority alumniincluding U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and James Healy, the Church's first African American bishopit has had
some difficulty in increasing minority enrollment percentages beyond the high single digits. However, since his
appointment as president in 1994, Fr. Gerard Reedy has made racial diversity on campus one of his administration's
highest priorities and the students and faculty have supported him in this initiative. As a result, the school has
recently taken steps to more actively recruit and enroll qualified minority applicants to the school.

Academic Life

The academic atmosphere at H.C. is one of cooperation rather than cutthroat competition. Although some have
complained that As are becoming increasingly scarce and, therefore, more highly coveted, most students are quick
to assist their fellow classmates who are struggling with a concept. During exam periods, it is not uncommon to see
large study groups congregating in Dinand Library's social lounge (often referred to as the Blue Room) or
classmates sharing ideas in the Hogan Campus Center. As one premed student pointed out:
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The great thing about the sciences at Holy Cross is that they are not as
competitive as you might find at other colleges. Instead of competing with each
other, we work as groups and encourage one another to do well. Thereisareal
sense of teamwork among the students here. The professors also contribute to
this environment by always being there for anyone who is seeking further
elaboration on a lesson or an answer to a question.

Faculty

The Holy Cross faculty receives high marks from the student body. Recent surveysreveal that students find their
professors to be both very intelligent and highly accessible, traits not often shared in today's academic world where
scholars face increasing pressure to conduct research and publish regularly. While scheduled office hours for
student visits are required by the college, most professors maintain an open-door policy and encourage their
students to drop in frequently throughout the semester. Furthermore, it is not uncommon to hear of a professor
holding class in his or her living room over wine and cheese or a home-cooked meal. Such hospitality is not lost
on the students, who appreciate the opportunity to get to know their instructors outside the classroom and get away
from the cafeteria for an evening. Just asit is a love of teaching that leads most faculty members to the college, it
isthis informal sharing of knowledge and ideas that makes H.C. so appealing to its students. As one senior
commented:

| truly appreciate the philosophy of education at Holy Cross. My professors are
more like friends. It's a shared intellectual atmosphere, and that is what makes
this school such a great place to learn. It's not just learning for the sake of
learningit's learning for the sake of applying knowledge.

Distribution Requirements

This mature and open-minded attitude toward learning is the cornerstone of a liberal arts education. Though there
is no core curriculum or specific set of classes required by the school, students must fulfill flexible distribution
requirements entailing the selection of ten courses from six areas of study:
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The Arts, Language and Literature

Religious and Philosophical Studies
Historical Studies

Cross-Cultural Studies

Social Science

Natural and Mathematical Sciences

Students must also demonstrate competence in a modern or classical foreign language, which can be achieved
either by successfully completing an intermediate level language course or by "testing out" on a qualifying
examination. Within this academic framework, students are encouraged to take classes that will both interest and
challenge them. The curriculum trains students to think critically and independently, write succinctly and cogently,
and communicate effectively. Holy Cross recognizes that these fundamental skills will provide graduates an
educational foundation that is necessary to build successful careers in nearly any occupation.

One of the strengths of a liberal arts education is that it helps you to tie together
fields as diverse as the classics and mathematics. It connects certain themes
through all subjects of study and all themes of life. Many things seem to coincide.
It's nice to step back every once in a while and look at the big picture, which is
what an education like this enables you to do. | can go to law school, medical
school, or become an engineer. Holy Cross really has provided me with many
options and has expanded my intellectual capabilities.

Students are required to take four courses a semester, which does not seem too overwhelming until one considers
the weighty reading list that usually accompanys each class syllabus. Athough students may spend fewer than
fifteen hours a week in class, they are expected to do a great deal of reading and learning outside the classroom.
While some majors (English, history, political science) are definitely more "reading/writing intensive" than others,
it is not uncommon to hear of economics professors using seven or eight texts in a semester. As a result, most Holy
Cross students either develop strong time-management skills early on or become very accustomed to pulling "all-
nighters."
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Classes

With class sizes that average fewer than twenty students and many with fewer than fifteen, professors are able to
offer their students highly personalized instruction and individual attention. In return, students are usually expected
to not only show up for class, but to come prepared to discuss that day's topic in some detail. One popular though
some-what eccentric classics professor has been known to walk across campus and wake up those students who
dared to sleep through his 8:00 A.M. class. Upper-level seminars are particularly interactive, with professors often
only facilitating the exchange of well-developed student commentary. Students rarely complain about H.C.'s
faculty or curriculum, except to lament the lack of "gut" courses that might be taken to enhance one's GPA.

Research Projects and Internships

The faculty and administration grant a high level of academic autonomy to those students who are seeking
opportunities to learn outside the classroom. By their junior year, many students are collaborating with H.C.
professors on extensive research projects that are often presented at national symposia or in academic journals.
Others gain valuable work experiences through school - sponsored internships that are offered either locally or in
Washington, D.C. Additionally, each year more than 100 students study abroad and immerse themselves in the
cultures and traditions of foreign lands.

Computers

In recent years, the admininstration has made a significant effort to enhance the school's technological capabilities
by implementing new state-of -the-art information systems in the classrooms, libraries, and residence halls. Asa
result, there are now more than 4,000 locations on campus offering fully networked computer hookups. This effort
appears to have paid off as the school was just named one of the top twenty-five most wired campuses in the
nation by Yahoo! Internet Life magazine.

Sociadl Life and Activities

Although a heavy workload generally keeps most H.C. students in the library from Sunday afternoon until
Thursday evening, the weekends serve as a welcome opportunity to relax and catch up with friends. With more
than eighty-two percent of the student body living on campus, dorm room parties can be found on nearly every hall
and, not surprisingly, the consumption of alcohol (usually beer) often accompanies these social gatherings. Though
the
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administration officially frowns on this activity, most resident supervisors simply preach moderation and tolerate
such events as long as they do not get too loud or out of control. Fortunately, a mature and laid-back attitude
toward drinking prevails at the school and few students report pressure to imbibe from their peers. Later in the
evening, many students will head to the Crossroads Pizza Cellar, which offers in