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Tiberius Claudius Maximus

The Cavalryman

The man who captured a king

In 1965 the tombstone of a Roman soldier was
discovered in a field in northern Greece. Its unique
inscription records the career of Tiberius Claudius
Maximus, who scrved about 15 years with the
Seventh Legion on the Danube at the end of the
first century aD. He went on to become a cavalry
officer under Trajan, the last of Rome’s great con-
queror

M

ws sprang to fame when he captured the
Dacian king Decebalus at the end of Trajan’s
Dacian wars. His exploit is shown in great detail on
the huge column that Trajan set up in Rome to
commemorate his victory. Unfortunately the written
accounts of Trajan's campaigas, including the em-

diary, were lost in the Dark Ages, and the
Hame of Tierius Ciudius. Masimus disappeared
with them.

e great spiral sculpture that decorates Trajan’s
column records the main events of the emperor's
wars against the Dacians who lived beyond the
Danube. It draws a vivid picture of a Roman army
on campaign. One can sce soldicrs marching,
fighting and camping. The light and heavy cavalry,
the archers, the slingers and the artillery are there
100, all shown in great detail. But it is like watching
a film with no sound track, for without the history
of the period we have no idea what cvents are being
portrayed.

Maximus' tombstone lists all the positions he
held. Using this. information, the sculpture from
Trajan’s column and the mass of archacological evi-
dence, the author has reconstructed Maximus® life in
two books. This book tells the story of “Tiberius
Claudius Maximus the cavalryman.”
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TIBERIUS CLAUDICS MAXIMUS

The soldiers” emperor
It was the spring of Ap 101. The Roman frontier

[ull ol' supplies fmm the Black Sea for the massive
that was assembling. Auxiliary troops Kept

consant vigil from the many newly-buit wachn

towers and forts that lined the southern bank of the

great river Danube, in case the Dacian tribes un ’Jle

opposite bank launched a surprise attack. The

of Trajan was on every tongue, for news had zm\':d

emperor, having spent
most of his life with the army. He had been a
‘military tribune for many years in Syria before being
command of the legion in Spain. Finally he
had been made governor of Upper (southern) Ger-
many. He was the foremost general of his time and
9 contmonl Yeieven tilt he would have scized
power had it not been given to
On his way to Rome t0 reccive the emperor's
rown in AD 98-55, Trsan had spent several ‘months

plied from the Black Sea, but this meant navigating
the precipitous Djerdap Gorge with its wooden tow-
patts buil by the legions. The towpath was feequent.
ly damaged when the river was in flood, sometimes
holding up supplies for months. Trajan ordered its
rebuilding, and had a canal dug to bypass the most
i et of the
peobably Guring this vist that Trslan
it Mt v it Sucond Puioatss
Cavalry (ala 11 Pannoniorum) stationed at Lederata,
about 15km east of the Seventh Legion's base at
Viminacium, He was given the rank of duplicarius,
second in command of  troop of 30 men.
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Watch towers e scone from Troa's column
A series of watch-towers over- L
loaking the Danube are

towers have been excavated
slong the Roman froni
“They usually have a solid base
ith 8 door at et floor levl
supersirucu
probably timber framed warde (551 e9onares bukdg
S ook gorge. The towpath s visible

sometimes painted (0 look like

Somdnes Siong the ight sde of the rver
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Training for war

Maximus was probably only one of many junior
officers from the legionary cavalry who were trans-
ferred to the ausiliary cavalry by Trajan. The second
Pannonian cavalry had been posted to the Danube
when the Dacian wars began.

As second in command of a troop of thirty men,
Maximus probably took over their training. He must
have thought back over the years to those terrible
four months of his own basic training. But now the
Bkt T e ctbe e b s g o e
Sheing acd betiing’ He e tavs pu bif men

eoigh the s vl stnig, s (55 Wowld
e Bavd him it o e b hated bis o Cenru

cave a cohors milliaria
equitata 800 infantry and 256
alry.

Ala Il Pannoniorum
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et
targets until they could throw their javelins accu-

y every conceivable angle. He trained
them to vault into the saddle fully armed, and from

ordr, Rome'svealthy s
middie

cither side of the horse, so that they could remount
quickly if they fell off in battle. By the time he had ﬁ
Prtect

€ 3
i

inished with them they were able to remount even
when the horse was on the move.

Maximus took his troop off on long route
marches into the hill, where they could practise
charging up and down hill. (It is particularly dif- il sl =l alball =0+ =
ficult for a hon= o eharge down hily He forced his
1 ross the De
i v i ibe =
0 to
9 of Robin v
of| of| | 2| =] || || e
horse in the covered hall at the front of the head-
quarters. By the time that Trajan retrned he had a
troop worthy of comparison with the elite legionary Veritaris|

cavalry.
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Training methods
Our knowledge of Roman
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The parade ground was
usualy just outside the fort. It
was leveled and the soil
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rining a0 display.

Weapons training
Targers were set up on the left
of the tribunal. The troo

circled the parade ground and

nd ke a faln enemy,

In the field
“The cavalry cegularly went on
a route marc ractised
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_TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS MAXM
THE CAVALRYMAN

The great army sets out
A massive army has assembled in the province
Upper Moesia. Five legions plus detatchments from
legions mn:ining in neighbouring Pannonia, had
croy the arca. Further down stream two
more Iemons, the army of Lower Moesia, stood
poised to launch a xtcond invasion.

There h: n a similar build up of auxiliary
troops; two diplomas (see above ng.m) show um
between ap 93 and 100, the auxiliary troops
Upper Moesia had more than doubled. Th:x: wm
now twenty-one cohorts in the province. Simil:
increases had taken place in the neighbouring pm
vinces of Pannonia and Lower Moesia. More than
seventy cohorts were ready to march the moment
Tnlan gave the order.

Cavalry had also been flooding into the area;
‘Maximus’ Second Pannonian was only one of
wwenty-four regiments at Trajan’s disposal. The new

lving beyoud the Dunbe, 16 ol scasted
fri ode bare back and without
reins, hmhng u;m javelins at el enemy. Both types
wn on Trajan’s column.

The emperor, accompanied by his Practorian
Guard, must have arrived by May. He set up his
headquarters at Viminacium, which controlled the

soutimester appeoches to Dicis and was probably
B it ps T uidee the
l:gxamn:s had built two pontoon hndm is won as

the sprng fods Iad subsided, o that the amy
could be on its way by the beginning of June when
the ripening crops would provide plenty of forage.

Maximus and his troop, detached for scouting
duse, would bave bocn among the it aross the

abreast, with standards held high
lnd hglmexi ghsl:mng in the early morning sun,
they trooped past the emperor before setting off in
search of the enemy.

Trajan's army

ombstone, smped oof tles

 atipment, Heven

legions seem

Danube i oo e
sited with cerainty.

VIT Claudi ar Viminachum s

‘The legions.

Thesi

the Black Sea. lIxL\n = v
It!mm, Land T

St pod i o
Germany, may not have
arrived before AD 102.



The cavalry
four cavalry units,
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TBERILS CLAUDILS MAXIMUS
THE CAVALRYMAN

Return to Tapae

The great army headed northwards following the
route established thirteen years earlier. The Dacians
must have retreated, burning the crops, leaving
nothing for the advancing army to live on. They
probably aithdrew along the high ground, aunching
attacks wherever possible.

ks it he echer scouts ok o e shead
of the main body of Trajan’s army, scarching for
ambushes and tracking the enemy. Often they en-
countered small bands of Dacians slowed down by
their baggage carts and their wives and children.
few were sent back for questioning but the mumm\
were slaughtered indiscriminately.

Once firmly in control of the lowlands, Trajan
turned eastwards into the foothills of the Carpathian
ecebalus retreated ahead of him until
he reached Tapae, the scene of the baule twelve
s el He drew up his army, partly conceal-
g the beech trees which grew thickly
on (h\: Milsiden, Decelalus waite ot the Rosiacs 16
arri

"The scouts, following close o Decebalus” heels,
sent word back to Trajan. Maximus must have
remembered the place well, for it was at Tapac that
he had won the torques and bracelets he wore on his
shoulders and wrists.

Trajan moved up with the main army and of-
fered battle, but Decebalus refused to come down
from the hillsides. The Dacian king was older and
wiser now. Twelve years ago he had taken on the
legions in the open and had lost. He had managed to
withdraw with honour, but had left many of his best
men dead or captured. This time he intended to
keep his advantage. The Romans would face an
auack from three sides at once if they tried to force
the pass. Trajan recognized the difficulties but could
rying to break through.
forward, holding the

legions in reserve

10

Scouting
Maximus’ tombstone (see p25)
{Giporar) i he Dac

Secms probable that
e g
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On the march

According 1o Arrian, the
cavalry rode two abreast. But,
i the same passage, he says
that the legionaries marched
four abreast. The Jewish
torian, Josephus, claims
that the legions marched six
abreast. The width of the
column must have depended
on the breadth of the road.
Therefore, on a wide road, the
cavalry might have ridden
three abreast.

It 1s worth noting here that
Roman cavalry horses did not
wear horseshoes (see p3l) and,
therefore, would have kept off
metalled roads as much as
possible,

scorse froem Trag
1 showeng the
g Sent o

colurr

cavalry L

10 Datihe

ans were probably using a
scorched earnth” policy, burning
the crops as they retreated. In
f would have taken

this case
thedr W

with th

o arsd childran aéor
s, [he cavalry wo
have slaughtered therm all
nadiscrirminately an g
terronsm intendad 1w break the
marale of the ansmy




Heavy casualties
The auxiliaries charged up the hillsides with much
‘whooping and shouting. Hidden by the trees, it was
impossible to see which side was winning. Every
now and igmn a Roman soldier would emerge
waving a severed head to show the emperox l\a

Roman:amlien st WK shati e S
e diaiis pad Tl svesn Sl for
e i men, tore up.his cloak to make
bandag

T somblel Sveeed . I e g s
Jupiter wished to join the baule, and it began

fighting uphil, were forced to withdraw. Deccbalus
had clearly won the day. The ausiliaries had fought
bravely, bt Traien kne\w dha i was o fuile vasie

of life trying 1o force ¥ sk
highlands of Dacia. He ot Creryhing in e
area and returned to the Danube.

Deocbelus was eltod by hi sucoess during

the Danube. It was a cavalry attack and it
S hunder.bolt, 1aking the Romans totally by sur-
prise. Trajan was probably at Viminacium when he

could hit back. If he thought that this would deter
the emperor, he was wrong.

12







TIBERIVS CLAUDIUS MAXINUS
THE CAVALRYMAN

Decebalus surrenders

The following spring Trajan crossed the Danube
again. But this time he seems to have advanced on
two fronts, using the two legions from Lower
oesia_t

Dacian king was stunned. He sued for peace, but
found Trjes's terms too scven and desided t ight
on
Trajan, now able o use his legions to full effect,
Iaid siege to several of the hillforts covering the
approaches to the Dacian capital, Sarmizegethusa.
Decebalus remained defiant. He was confident that
his hilliop fortresses were impregnable. They were
certainly better built than the Celtic forts but the
Dacian king, im, failed
10 appreciate the overwhelming superiority of
Réiia iege it
alus’ confidence remained unshaken. Even
when reports began to arrive of the huge ramps of
timber and rubbl which were rising day by day, he
u'fuﬂd 10 admit defeat. But when the sicge
ched up ind canpel it 1o, borbard
e Torts, his confdence began o wane. Fialy, 15
the hillforts fell one after another, leaving the route
to Sarmizcgethusa wide open, he realized that the
sivation was hopelss — and surendeced.
Trajan did not imy harsh
cebalus was allowed to keep the hxghlands, bt !he
Romans dismantled the hillforts and insisted on
Stationing a garrison at s.mm;emus.,
The war was over and returned o their
bases on the Danube. We den t know how many, let
ly the

It also seems probable that the Second Pannonian
Cenley setimed s fiee 4 Loterin where
could guard the entrance to the Dierdap Gorgs

14
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Cavalry forts

Roman forts were laid out on
3 cross plan, the two main
streets dividing the fort into
four. The headguarters was at
the crossroads.

Cavalry forts followed this
pattern but had some unusual
features. Stables are one of
these, but there are also
double ended barrack blocks,
These were possibly 1o house
two turmae and therefore had
to have quarters for two
decurions, one at either end.

Another common feature
of these forts is a covered drill
hall at the front of the
headguarrers building. for
training in bad weather,

migHT- scene from Trajan's
calumn showing legionarnes
building a tirmber fort whils: a
cavalryrman brings in a Dacian
prisaners for intarrogation

sfLow Nypothetical sketch of 8
umber-built cavalry fort with civil
sattlemant in-front
A  Headquarters (prnncipia) with
ecovarad drll hall in front
Barrack blocks
Commanding officer's house
|praatanum)
Granaries
Bath house
Parade ground
Stables
S Combined stable and
barracks

o oW

murTmm




TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS MAXIMUS
THE CAVALRYMAN

The home coming

One can well imagine the reum of the Second
Pannonian Cavalry after its successful campaign The
troopers, their helmets flashing in the sun, would
have ridden two_abreast, led by the prefect and
standard bearer. Each troop was led by its decurion
and signifer, the latter carrying the standard of his
unit. Maximus, as duplicarius, brought up the rear

‘The inhabitants of the civil settlement lined the
road leading to the gates of the fort, welcoming
home the conquering heroes. The women must have
searched the ranks for their lovers; the children for
their fathers. Marriage was forbidden, but many of
the soldiers had formed permanent relationships
with local women and had families by them.

The troopers lowered their spears as they ap-
proached the gates to avoid hitting the boardwalk.
The sentries in the two wooden towers, flanking the
gates, shouted greetings 1o old friends as they disap-
peared beneath them. The troopers rode on up the
main street towards the headquarters building, glac-
ing at the familiar plastered barracks that hemmed
the street on either side. Troop by troop they
formed up in front of the headquarters, protected
from the weather by the huge roof that covered the
street. The prefect congratulated them on their per-
formance and dismissed them. Those with immedi-
ate duties led their horses to the stables to be
rubbed down by the stable lads. The others took
their mounts outside the fort and turned them loose
in the paddocks. A cavalry fort would have had 4-5
square kilometres of pasture land attached 10 it.

It had not really been a cavalryman’s war and
Maximus had not been decorated; the main honours
would have gone to the legionaries who besieged the
hillforts and the auxiliary infantrymen for their
bravery at the battle of Tapae.

1

[[Iog0gITa 0000
£ e

a8t reconstructed plan of 8
Stable biock at Gelduba In

scLow paits of barrack rooms and  Combined stable and barrack
stables with cranage pis block discovered at Oberstimm
Dormagen  in Germany
stantly tsiing remounts to
replace 0i, sick or wounded
horses. Thera was never enough

in Germany.




Stables. How many horses?

Suables are difficult 10 A horse must be able t0 get
idenify. The long nar m The
buildings, without internal Roman caval as
walls, which have been found  size of a arge pony (sce p.32)
in several Roman forts, could  requiring about
well be stable blocks but we  round and 3m o get up,
fon't know what they were  which it does front legs

like insi e smaller stables could hold

Similar buidings, recently  two horses and the larger three.
excavated in Germany, are
a Diet
divided into small rooms with
shallow pits in the flor. Atarge iy meedy sbout 7
fewain o 8Kkg of food a day, if kept



THE CAVALRYMAN

The fall of Sarmizegethusa
Peace lasted little more than two years. In AD 105
Decebalus raised the banner of revolt. He kidnapped
Longinus, the commander of the Roman garrison
forces in Dacia, and held him hostage. Trajan hur-
ried back to the Danube but made no immediate
move against the Dacian king. Longinus was an old
friend of Trajan’s, and the emperor didn’t want to
put his life as risk.

‘Believing that he had found Trajan’s weakness,
the Dacian king tried to wring concessions from
him. The emperor played for nm:, discussing peace
terms but no commitments. Longinus, with
selfless courage, killed himself, Ieavmg the emperor
free to act.

Trajan led his forces across the Danube the
following spring, using the permanent bridge that

had

bridge, with its wooden superstructure resting on
twenty massive stone piers, was one of the finest
cxamples of Roman engineering.

This time Trajan was not waging war; he was
putting down a revolt and avenging a friend. He
forced his way into the central highlands along sev-
eral fronts, ruthlessly crushing all opposition. The
Dacian chiefs surrendered one after another, blam-
ing Decebalus for breaking the peace. Deserted by
all but his closest friends, the Dacian king retreated
to Sarmizegethusa.

he Romans moved in across the densely
bearing in on the mountain fortress

oo all sides. The sheee specd of the advance scems
to have broken the Dacian spirit.
Romans had stormed the walls and burst into the
city. The desperate defenders set fire to the build-
ings and many committed mmdc. Decebalus some-
how d 10 escape across the mountains with a
small band ul fumatil supporters, There could be
no peace as long as Decebalus was at large, and
Mol okdered the cavaly 1 hame i dowa

18




scene from Traja's coumn  Trajan’s bridge
snowing the great bridge that o

ho emperor buit acioss the
Danube following i frst war ( e
Sgainst the Dacians, by e Ridas fust ol

says that the piers were 60 fect
(18m) wide and 150 feet (45m)

son Tran's Brdge overthe 1k e supersiructuce was
Danube duting consiructon. Pisine it day i oy



TIBERILS CLAUDILS MAXMUS
THE CAVALRYMAN

Wanted, dead or alive

D:cthalus knew that, if caught, he could expect no

H northwards across Transylvania,
i that i auly hope of stactuaey ly ot to the
north, beyond the bounds of Roman influence.
Slowed down by his baggage train, he decided to
bury his treasure in the bed of a stream. No doubt,
he hoped to return one day and use the money 10

him. One of them, trying to buy his freedom,
revealed the location of the treasure to Trajan.

The cavalry spread out across the country scour-
ing every farm and village. Their task must have

down the fugitive king. Somehow he and his troopers
picked up the trail and ran their quarry to ground.
Decebalus must have done everything he could
to lose his pursuers. As long as there was the
slightest glimmer of hope, he pressed on. He was
determined not to be taken alive, knowing full well
what fate awaited him; he would be flogged through
the streets of Rome and then ceremonially strangled
as part of Trajan’s triumph. Finally, aware that the
Roman cavalry were closing in, he climbed down
from his horse and said goodbye to the few faithful
servants who remained with him. When Maximus
and his troopers burst through the trees, he drew his
curved dagger and cut his throat.
aximus saw the knife flash and dashed forward

& the ibless
o, Diawing 4 tong wieced he it o e s
oo Carefully, he tied the hair to the thongs
hanging down from the front of his saddle and
remounted. The head belonged to Trajan.

20







TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS MAXIMUS
THE CAVALRYMAN

For bravery and devotion to
duty

Maximus brought the king’s head to Trajan at
Ranistorum, an unidentified place somewhere
northern Dacia. The emperor called out the whwl:
army and displayed the gory trophy before sending
it on to Rome. Trajan was a generous commander.
His troops were well rewarded for their loyal ser-
vice. Maximus was duly honoured; Trajan decorated
him and raised him to the rank of decurion. The
victory would have been celebrated with parades and
cavalry exhibitions. These colourful displays were a
test of horsemanship and skill with weapons, per-
formed in elaborate armour.

Trajan was determined that the Dacians would

their culture. Those who had supported Decebalus
to the end were ruthlessly hunted down and exter-
minated. Thousands more were driven from  their

amphitheatre at Rome. A few, the hardiest, would
survive; but the vast majority would be butches
by the profssonal gldisors 3 entertainment for
the Rom:

The foriecs oF Sataing il abiiddaed
and a new city of the same name was buit in the
plain to the east of Tapac. A group of retired
veterans from the Danube legions were settled there.
More settlers moved in from all over the empire and
within a few years a new province had been created
which bore no resemblance to the proud Dacian
kingdom that had preceded it.

‘The Romans established forts throughout the
new territory. A chain of these covered the route
leading from Viminacium, through Tapac, on past

e illstraon shows the
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ing team B. As th

Dt e et o
whim,
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et o the left, leaving

old and over the
Alps. The Second Pannonian Cavalry was stationed

r the end of this linc, at Gherla, in the upper
valley of the Samus.
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Cavalry displays

Cavalry displays (hippica

gymnasia) are described by
ian, These wei

two
drawn up in
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the shiclds. Two men form 2
target in front of the right end
of the line.
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opposite number in the other

displays of accuracy and rapid
Shooting with various weapons
including slings and bows and



 TIBERIUS CLAUDIS MAXIMUS
THE CAVALRYMAY

The last campaign

Maximus spent the next seven years at Gherla. He
may have considered going back to his old legion as
a centurion; he would not be the first 1o have done
it, but he seems 10 have been happy in the cavalry.
By AD 112 he had served twenty-five years and could
have retired but we know from his tombstone that
he yolusiesrel 1o 437 9188 ¢ vrere Perhaps he
had heard the rumour that Trajan was planning
another campaign.

Trajan had a restless spirit and longed for action,
For some time he had been looking eastwards to-
wards the old empire of Alexander the Great. The
Romans and Parthians had split Alexander’s empire
between them in the first century BC. There had
been several wars fought over the intervening years
but none was decisive. The death of the Parthian
king and a border dispute gave Trajan the excuse he
needed and he set out for the cast.

The emperor sent for units from his old army.
Among these were the Second Pannonian Cavalry
and a strong detachment from the Seventh Legion.
Maximus, now approaching fifty, was beginning to
feel his age; his limbs were losing their supplencss
and a long day in the saddle was not the pleasure it
had once been.

‘The Parthians were squabbling over the succes-

crowded with dignitaries and sight-seers, coming in
10 get a glimpse of the emperor, when it was struck
by an carthquake. The tremors continued for several
days and many thousands were buried in the rubble.
Although one third of the city was totally destroyed,
Trajan escaped with only cuts and bruises and was
able to return to the army by the spring.

2
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LeT, part of a diptoma found in
Dacia. It s particularly interesting
becauwse it grants Roman
citizenship 10 & whole cohors
equitata millkana tor their bravery
in the Dacian War. The award,
made by Trajan himself, is given
1o a cohort of Britons. The man
who received this particular
diploma came from Leicester
(Aatag), This is an example of
Trajan's generous treatment of
s soldiars.,

Maximus’ tombstone

On the left is the lower half of
the tombstone of Tiberins
Claudius Maximus. It is
written in abbreviated Laun.
The full text would read:
Factus duplicarius a divo
Trotans in ala secunda
Pannomiorum, a guo ¢ factus
explorator in belle Dacico et ob
pirtutem bis donis donanus belle
Dacico et Parthico, e1 ab codem
Sfactus decurio in ala eadem,
guiod cepisset Decebalum e
capul eius pertulisset &l
Ramsstoro. Missus poluntaring
honesta missione a Terentio
Scaurigno, consulare exerciius
PrOTINCIAE MOTAE | ..

A brief translation

In short it says that Trajan
made him a duplicarius in the
sccond Pannonian cavalry
regiment and then a scout
(explorator). He was decorated
twice in Trajan's Dacian and
Parthian wars. He was
promuoted to decurion in the
same cavalry regiment,
because he captured
Decebalus (cepisset
Decebalum) and brought his
head (caput) to Trajan at
Ranmistorum. He was
honourably discharged by
Terentius Scaurianus.
Scaurianus is known to have
been the Roman governor of
Mesopotamia.




TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS MAXIMUS.
THE CAVALRYMAN

The end of the ruad

Trajan’s invasion of southern M

prenged: Balf fbe semy, advenced durn e rives
Euphrates with a fleet that had been constructed
during the winter, whilst the other half crossed the
river Tigris and marched down its eastern bank.
The two armies converged on Ctesiphon, the Parth-
ian winter capital. Part of the fleet had to be drag-
ged across the desert so that it could be used on the
Tigris to besiege the royal city. The siege was short.
Ctesiphon surrendered after only a token resistance
and the rest of Mesopotamia was occupied. The
emperor had gained his objective, the war came to
an end and provincial governments were set up.
Trajan must have felt a certain uneasiness. It had all
been a litle 100 easy.

It was the end of Maximus' career. He had
served nearly thirty vears. Trajan decorated him for
the last time and he was given an honourable dis-
charge. As a decurion, Meximus was enitled to

ore_elaborate decorations than the torques and
Eracees carved at the 109 of his ombstone. These
decorations were probably shown on the base
is missing. Fart of the victorious srmy had beea
disbanded and Maximus probably rewrned to
E\lmp: with them. He settled at the old colony of
northern Greece. Meanwhile, Trajan
I:d in triumph down the Tigris to the Persian
Gulf, and returned up the Euphrates to Babylon. He
has scarcely arrived before the Parthians struck back
in the north and the new provmecx r=velwd Trl)an

he retired to Syria where he died in August AD 117.
His successor, Hadrian, withdrew the army giving
up the newly conquered territories.

‘e know that Maximus lived on after the death
of Trajan because he refers to the ‘divine’ Tnm. on
his tombstone. This was a title that was only
towed on an emperor after his dea

2

. threo decarated phaleras

mppica gymnasia






Cavalry Armour and Weapor
Weapons

Armour

The Roman cavalryman wore
aniron helmetand a mail or
scale shirt, but seldom any
protection for the right arm

helmets were

head, leaving only the eyes,
nose and mouth uncovered.

Cuirasses
The cuirass was made of mail or y
long spear and a

tothe hips,  three or more large javelins.

allow the rider to sitastride his ~ Swords
kness  The Roman cavalry used a
on the upper back with two. long sword (spatha) which
faps coming forward, over the  they wore on the right side,
suspended either from a belt

ssovc part of a tombst
‘Germany. The cut of the
it is typical of the first contury

7 partof the tombsione of
Fiavios Bassus, lae fst contury
0. He wears 3 heimet
ocorated to ook i hair and &
snort mail shirt. Nots the sadde
pommels



1,0 o caviey it fom

5. A reconstructed leather shield

Coverfrom Valkenburg n the.
Netneriands. I s about 1.28m
ngirdGiem wide, i
s sout 116 o

& Typealbronze shied boss

Roman mail was made of
Shernate rows of punched
Rammarweided rings foned by
fows of rveted fnge.

8. Typical Roman scaes. Troy
wers wired and laced together
2. An ron cavaly holmet rom before being sewn onto 3 fabrc
Koblengz Bubennsim, Germany. 1t undargarment. scale 1:1)

nas 5 bronze facing made 0 look

o har. The whals heimet was
faced wih bronze

3. A smply decorated cavaly
Choek pece fom Nimeger
Natnertands

A hghly decorated cavaly
choekpiece found n the rver
Wasl 1 the Netherands

Cavaly weapons: scale 1:6

10 and 1. Two spear heads
from Newstead in Scotiand.
12 Asoats fomNowsieadn
Scotlr

e i from st
scantars. Found o Rothwel

olding the shoulder peces fo

40 Th stenr rconsucied
15. A Roman st



Horse equipment
A Raman cavaly norse win

o the o s o bit usea
o an coval

outh when the rans
e ercas
8. 8ar 1t goos under the ciin.

Sl basss ncion 0
2. Esborataly docorated arge

' back of a small hamess
e snowing the mprin o he
0 wide leather Farness with

5 s o hovesofs
narmess fasten
Scale 12




cw » fllen horse with four

yarolds, aversgog just over

A ©
1. A gostskin saddie cover from
the Netherlands.
Bronze pommel lates

the nder sipping backwards.

Reconstructing the saddle
The dimensions of the frame

the
front was
det the shape of
horse’s withers. The seat
could. - made of

ngponis o (he
Inwnr el he

& (4). The
e e o e
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THE ROMAN WORLD

iberius Claudius Maximus was a Roman soldier who served under
the Emperor Trajan, in his great wars in Central Europe and the

Middle East. He was decorated three times for bravery and became
famous as the man who hunted down Rome’s great enemy, Decebalus.

Like a detective, using the vast array of archacological material available, Peter
Connolly has been able to reconstruct the life of Tiberius Claudius Maximus.
He has traced this soldier's career from the day he entered the Seventh Legion

on the Danube frontier in Central Europe, in about AD 85, to the day he retired

as a cavalry officer in Mesopotamia some thirty years later. This book covers the
final part of his career.

Peter Connolly's stunning artwork and lively text recreate every aspect of the
life of a Roman cavalryman, from the dramatic and terrifying heat of battle, to
the finest details of armour and saddle construction.
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